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THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House) took the Chair at 2.30 pm, and read
prayers.

BILLS (13) - ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Rates and Charges (Rebates and Defernents) Amendment Bill
2. Bee Industry Amendment and Repeal Bill
3. Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill
4. Valuation of Land Amendment Bill
5. Horticultural Produce Commission Amendment Bill
6. Acts Amendment (Ministry of Justice) Bill
7. Mines Regulation Amendment Bill
8. Meat Industry Legislation (Amendment and Repeal) Bill
9. Exotic Diseases of Animals Bill
10. Environmental Protection Amendment Bill
11. Planning Legislation Amendment Bill
12. Disability Services Bill
13. Mining Amendment Bill

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Royal Commnission into Aboriginal Deaths in Cusvody, Implementation Report

HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) (2.36 pmn] - by
leave: Earlier today I tabled a report on the Western Australian Government's response
to the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
This report indicates the progress which has been made since the Government's response
was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 31 March 1992, and since an initial pr-ogress
report was released in December 1992. Since the tabling of those reports some important
changes have been made in Western Australia which influence the implementation
process and the administration of Aboriginal affairs in this State.
The election of the coalition Government has signalled a change in direction with an
emphasis on increased accountability and economic development. The emphasis of
direction will be on improved outcomes for Aboriginal people with an increased focus on
monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the programns and policies in Aboriginal
affairs. The restructure in the justice area, with the formation of the Ministry of Justice,
will also ensure greater coordination in the justice area to create a more equitable justice
systemn for all Western Australians. In the areas of social and economic issues, the
Premier's social justice Aboriginal task force was formed in August this year to report on
how better the Western Australian Government can address the social conditions and
development of Aboriginal people in this State. The recommendations of the royal
commission will, I am confident, substantially inform that exercise.
This implementation report indicates where progress has been made, and where we can
further improve Government services and programs to meet, the recommendations of the
royal commission. Contrary to the recent press reports from the Aboriginal Legal
Service, significant activity has been undertaken by Government agencies to progress
implementation. An analysis has taken place of the status of implementation of each
recommendation. Of the 304 recommendations which were for the State Government's



response, I report that 100 have been implemented; 69 require ongoing implementation;
93 are partially implemented; and 41 are not yet implemented. In the examination of the
implementation of the recommendations, I reiterate the statement by my colleague,
Hon Kevin Minson, MLA, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Given the wide reaching
nature of the royal commission's recommendations, full implementation may well take a
generation. Until this takes place, the coalition Government is committed to annual
reporting and to progressing implementation.
The Aboriginal Legal Service's critical report primarily responded to the previous
Government's 1992 "Response by Governments" report. This Government is committed
to real progress on this issue. I trust that the ALS, the Aboriginal community and the
wider community can clearly see, with the tabling and release of this 1993 document,
how the coalition Government is progressing the implementation process by reporting in
an open and accountable manner as to the level of implementation and where progress
can be made in the future to meet the intent of the royal commission recommendations.
The report will be available to Aboriginal and other interested community organisations
through the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority.'

MOTION - URGENCY
Attorney General's Conduct, Kyle Report and Connection with Dr Wayne Bradshaw

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I have received the following letter -

Hon Barry House MIX
Deputy President
Legislative Council
Parliament House
Perth
Dear Mr Deputy President
At today's sitting, it is my intention to move, under Standing Order No 72, that
the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on December 25, 1993 for the
purposes of discussing the Opposition's grave concerns over the recent conduct of
the Attorney General in relation to various matters including the Kyle Report and
her explanation of her connection with Dr Wayne Bradshaw.
Yours Sincerely
Alannah MacTiernan
16 December 1993

In order for this motion to be considered, four members must rise in support.
[At least four members rose in their places.]
HON AJ.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [2.41 pmJ: I move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December 1993.
Concern about the role of the Attorney General is nothing new. We raise this matter in
this place because obviously the Legislative Assembly has risen and various matters
regarding the current Attorney General have not been resolved; therefore, this is the most
appropriate forum for this debate. I start with a few preliminary comments about the
office of the Attorney General.
Undoubtedly, the Attorney General's role is to ensure that basic legal standards are
maintained in her jurisdiction, and that the important principles underpinning the rule of
law are not departed from unless clearly justified. This principle includes the
preservation of the rules of natural justice, adequate limits on retrospectivity, and the
right to legal representation. The Attorney General's role is to be alert to these and other
issues, and she must test all legislation for the preservation of these issues and ensure that
any erosion of such rights is justified by the circumstances requiring the legislation. To
that end I quote one Mr J. Edwards, the author of a learned text "Law Officers of the
Crown", who in reference to the House of Commons said -
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Whereas a Minister is normally expected to make controversial speeches, when a
law officer participates in a Commons' debate involving any question of law, he
is generally expected to assume some attitude of independence and to speak as a
lawyer, not as a politician bent on defending the position adopted by Government.

We recognise that the modem office of the Attorney General is political in character, but
the expectation remains that the Attorney General's role involves a broader vision and
acting to protect the principles which I outlined above. The Attorney General was the
shadow Attorney General in her previous incarnation, at which time she too thought these
principle were very important, I gather that after reading a similar text to that from
which I quoted; she said -

The position of Attorney General . .. is extremely important and holds a special
place in the Westminster system. It is not a position directed by Cabinet. If
conflict occurs between the Cabinet decision and the independence of the
Attorney General, it is usually the case that the Attorney General will resign his
position. This is not new; this has been stated many times. The office of Attorney
General has a position of independence.

She went on to say -

We have had problems in the office of the Attorney General which have not
necessarily been in the public interest. We must ensure that the office of Attorney
General is independent of Cabinet. If Cabinet decisions are made with which the
Attorney General does not agree, and conflicts occur between the Attorney
General, the advice given and the independence of the Attorney General, the
occupant usually resigns.

She continued in that vein. This shows that the current Attorney General accepts that the
position of Attorney General has a special tenor over and above the responsibilities of a
normal Minister. It is our strong view that the Attorney General has not made the grade
and not met that criteria of her office.
I now trm to the legislation introduced in the first six months of this Parliament. The
legislation which wantonly incorporates retrospectivity includes the workers'
compensation legislation, passed under the guillotine last night, the personal injury law
and the criminal procedure legislation, which, upon the Attorney General's admission
within her second reading speech, contain a substantial element of retrospectivity. We
have seen legislation that is cavalier and confines and reduces individual's legal rights
and rights to legal representation. Again, we have seen this element in the industrial
relations legislation and most graphically in the workers' compensation legislation. We
have also seen the annihilation of rights with the Aboriginal land title legislation.
The Law Society, traditionally a conservative body, has come out in protest at the way
the legislation introduced into this Parliament has offended those fundamental legal
principles. The Law Society says, for example, about the workers' compensation
legislation, the following -

This policy has been carried by a section of the Government and the bureaucracy
which either fails to understand -

Point of Order
Hon B.K. DONALDSON: We have an urgency motion before the Chair and the
member is drifting away from her reasons for moving it. Her comments do not seem to
be relevant to her motion, which refers to various matters including the Kyle report and
the Attorney General's explanation of her connection with Dr Wayne Bradshaw. At the
moment the member is talking about legislation, which is irrelevant.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I will allow the members a little
latitude, but her comments must be directed to the specific aspects of the letter.

Debate Resumed
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The motion refers to the Opposition's grave concerns over
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the recent conduct of the Attorney General in relation to various matters, including the
Kyle repont and her explanation 'f her connection with Dr Wayne Bradshaw. Part of the
conduct of concern is the Attorney General's failure to meet standards set for Attorneys
General- to which she subcribed when shadow Attorney General. The legislation is an
important element of the conduct about which we are concerned. I am dealing with the
broad brush issues and her responsibility to act independently and not purely politically.
We are seeking to establish how this legislation is perceived by people in the legal
profession. In that we will demonstrate that the Attorney General has failed to provide
that level of independence and vigilance in the protection of these fundamental principles
which underpin the rule of law.
The Law Society at a press conference said of the workers' compensation legislation
that -

This policy has been carried by a section of the Government and the bureaucracy
which either fails to understand the value of individual's legal rights in our
system af law and social order, or simply chooses to ignore them for their own
politic .! ends.

It goes on -
The Legal Profession in this State will continue to stand up against such bullying
tactics and speak out against the loss of individual's right, whether or not it is
appreciated for doing so.

We have the pre-eminent body representing the legal profession in this State expressing
concern about legislation which fails to understand the value of human rights. Where
was the Attorney General when such legislation was being argued over in Cabinet, and
where was she when it was argued and passed in Parliament? She was there supporting
it, notwithstanding her extra political obligations. Likewise with the Mabo legislation the
Law Society says -

The Society is concerned about the substitution of a system of rights protected by
the rule of law with a system of entitlements only to be enjoyed at the discretion
of the Minister, not subject to appeal or judicial review.

That is fairly fundamental stuff -
There are also concerns about the rights of a inister to direct a judge in an
inferior court to adjourn a matter to a Supreme Court, a policy which appears to
cut across the doctrine of Separation of Powers. The Society takes the view that
the Minister should be entitled to make an application to the court but should not
be authorised to give a direction to a m ember of the judiciary.

This is legislation that, once again, seems to contain elements that run very contrary to
some of the profound legal principles which form the basis of the rule of law which the
Attorney General has sworn to uphold.
As a final demonstration, we also have the criminal procedures legislation which for
many people is of great concern. The Aboriginal Legal Service and the Youth Legal
Service have expressed grave concern about the way in which bail tights have been taken
away, and as these rights are underpinned by the presumption of innocence, this is a basic
atr-ck on the presumption of innocence. This legislation, with its disregard for these
fundamental principles underpinning the rule of law, demonstrates the calibre of the
Attorney General. She is either ignoring the charter of the Attorney General to which she
subscribed just late last year or she is completely ineffective within Cabinet and has no
influence on the legislation which is coming forward. Either way, we believe the
Attorney General has failed to fulfil the obligations of her office.
I will now raise numerous of the more specific items in which the Attorney General has
been more directly involved, rather than those which have occurred as a result of
omission of her broader duties. One of the most graphic and frightening episodes has
been the use by the Attorney General of confidential information provided to the then
aown Law Department by the member for Fremantle. He provided a witness statement
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to that department. This information became available to the Attorney General in her
official capacity and she then used the information within the Parliament in a most base
and unethical attack on the member for Fremantle. Far from asserting any sort of
independence in the face of political pressure, she did the reverse: She used material that
came to her in her capacity as the premier law officer within the State in the most blatant
political fashion. Many pronouncements have been made upon that attack and it has
been universally condemned within the legal profession and in the Press.
I will use the words of Mr Loxley of The West Australian to sum up that very sordid and
shabby episode. He states -

One of the biggest problems with the episode is chat Mrs Edwardes has cast a
shadow over her position by using the information gathered purely as a result of
her position of Attorney General for short term political gains. She has
compromise her position of Attorney General.

I imagine that it would make the task of the prosecutors and those conducting legal
actions on behalf of the State far more difficult because there would be far more
circumspection amongst witnesses assisting the Crown and those assisting the arown's
adversaries who have been involved in an exchange of witness statements. Not only has
this conduct been quite despicable and reflected very poorly on the Attorney General in
her capacity to hold this office but also, in all probability, it has affected the capacity of
the Crown agencies to continue to discharge their duties as effectively as they may.
The next matter I will refer to relates to the Kyle report. The Kyle report was
commissioned by the Labor Government to investigate some serious allegations that had
been made about the administration of the City of Wanneroo. It should be noted that,
notwithstanding Hon George Cash on the last day of Parliament last year describing
Mr Kyle as a Labor Party stooge, Mr Kyle, as we understand it, has been a prominent
member of the Liberal Party in his time; he may have changed his tune now. The Labor
Government went out of its way to appoint someone whose integrity, in terms of political
orientation, could not be impeached and a person who had a great deal of experience in
local government matters and who was a very senior member of the legal profession
within the State. Mr Kyle duly reported. One of the persons who was subject to an
adverse finding - not wanting to put it too strongly - was the Attorney General's husband
whom I understand Hon Peter Foss wants us to refer to as Mr Edwardes.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon AJ .G. MacTIZERN AN: There is some uncertainty about the pronunciation, I
understand. Other members of his family pronounce the name Edwhar-dees. We
presumed, because of the presence of the letter "e" between the letters "d3" and "s", that
that was a legitimate and accurate pronunciation. It is not our intention to give offence
on the basis of name so we will not trample upon -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You have been doing it on the whole so far as the Attorney General
is concerned. What a duplicitous thing to say.
Hon A.J.O. MacTIERNAN: If the statements we have made give offence to the Attorney
Generai, that is unavoidable because this is our assessment of her performance.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Do not say it is not your intention to give offence because that is
what you have done ever since you have been talking.
Hon A.J.G. MacTlIERNAN: It is not our intention to give offence to the Attorney
General or her husband by mispronouncing their name.
Hon Mark Nevill: We can understand your defending members of your gang.
Hon A.i.G. MacTTERNAN: That is quite a different issue altogether from any offence
which the Attorney General might take to our candid analysis of her conduct.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You femocrats, despise anyone who shows any femininity.
Hon AJLG. MacTIERN AN: I am sorry, I do not -
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Hon Mark Nevill: You would look great in a tutu.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIIERNAN: Much as it would waste my speaking time in this debate, I
would be fascinated to have Hon Ross Lightfoot articulate that comment further. We
would find some real gems in it for "Inside Cover". However, he should feel free to
continue to interject in this vein because 1 find his interjechions very enjoyable.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! The member should not invite
any member to interject.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: It appeals to the historian in me to see a living embodiment
of the nineteenth century man sitting in this Chamber in this day and age. We are
privileged to be able to time travel in that way.
Hon Mark Nevill: He still has citizenship of Gondwanaland.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As I said, findings in the Kyle report, at the least, were not
complimentary of the Attorney General's husband; they suggested that he had engaged in
conduct, made allegations which had no substance and made those allegations for base
political reasons. The Attorney General lashed out at the report, although we note
nothing much was made of the report for more than six months - that in itself raises some
questions. The Attorney General did not refer to the report at all until the breaking of
what we call the Wayde Smith affair. At that stage she suddenly took it upon herself to
read the Kyle report. The Attorney General lashed out at the report in a way reminiscent
of what Hon Phil Lockyer has described as a snake with its back broken; that is, striking
out at everything and anything in sight. She condemned Mr Kyle although not in the
words of Mr Cash, who referred to him as "a stooge of the Labor Party"; she was a bit
mnore- sensible than that. She did say that the report ignored basic principles of natural
justice and that it was very flawed. The Opposition believes that was highly improper
conduct from the Attorney General, given that her husband was the object of adverse or
negative findings within the report. The only proper course of action for the Attorney
General to have taken is to have totally distanced herself from any comments about the
report, and to have left it to other members of the Cabinet to make an assessment of it.
As it is she has sent a very clear and public signal to the Director of Public Prosecutions
that she does not support the Kyle report and that she believes it is a flawed report. Jn
our view she has a very clear conflict of interest in protecting the interests of her husband
and in her role as the Minister who has at least some right to make comment to the DPP.
The third specific complaint is the Attorney's conduct in permitting her husband to
remain in a senior position in her department. Mr Edwardes had the position of assistant
to the chief executive of the Department of Corrections when Mrs Edwardes became the
Attorney General and took responsibility for the Department of Corrections. Her
husband should have transferred. One feels instinctively that it is not a good idea for a
close relative, indeed the husband of the Attorney General, to be in such a prominent
position in a department within her portfolio area. Even the Attorney General was aware
of that conflict because she said on 24 ]February 1993 when speaking to The West
Australian that her husband loved his job as executive officer to the executive director,
but after discussing the situation they had come to an understanding that if she became
Attorney General he would have to be transferred. It was not "he would be transferred",
but "he would have to be transferred". This simply did not happen. After a good deal of
complaint has been raised in public and within the Legislative Assembly about this
compromise the Attorney General has finally given some undertaking that her husband
will not be applying for his position on a permanent basis and will be transferred. This is
not a question of drawing a long bow. It is quite obvious that it would become very
difficult for senior officers within the Ministry of Justice to fiercely and honestly express
their views about specifics and policy matters in the presence of a person whose links to
the Attorney General are so immediate and so direct, and are not simply those of a public
servant, If Government members in this House were at all honest and there had been an
equivalent situation concerning the Labor Party there would be absolute outrage and
mayhem. That is proper. The Attorney General had to be dragged screaming to adopt
something that she had made an undertaking to adopt. Again this reflects adversely on
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her sensibilities, sensitivities and appreciation of her cask as Attorney General. The
situation is even worse given those adverse findings that were made of her husband. Hie
holds a very central and important position within the Ministry of Justice and there is
certainly constant interaction between the Attorney General and the Ministry of Justice
and police enforcement agencies. It is likely that in some way his position could couch
upon investigations concerning matters arising out of the Kyle report, even if it is
something as simple as providing to the Government legal advice on what changes might
be necessary to the Local Government Act. Again, it is a two pronged problem. Firstly,
simply having a person in such a senior position whose loyalties are not primarily to the
department, or to the office, but to the person. Secondly, the effect and the problems
generated by this are exaggerated and exemplified under the circumstances in which a
report was being examined by the DPP, but which may have had implications and spin-
offs for the Ministry of Justice.
The next specific item is the Attorney General's failure to release documents such as the
Justice Ministry report. The whole notion of the creation of this Justice Ministry has
been highly flawed and smacks of empire building by the Attorney General. We have
certainly articulated in this place our concerns about that legislation. A report on the
formation of the ministry was prepared in only 28 days. In view of the significance and
importance of this piece of legislation, and the very grave concerns that have been raised
in this place, the Legislative Assembly and in the public about the potential conflicts
between the various functions of this newly created Justice Ministry, it seems highly
improper that the Attorney General has refused to release this report. Again, this sort of
secrecy is difficult to understand. Certainly, it is secrecy that runs counter to the
protestations against the last Government and the way in which Mrs Edwardes embraced
openness in Government, calling openness in Government an indispensable prerequisite
for accountability to the public and saying that the public must be properly informed
about Government and its affairs. These are the sorts of statements that Attorney General
in her role as shadow Attorney General made ad nauseam. Yet, about a report that goes
to the core of how her portfolio should be organised and whether these traditionally
disparate functions could be successfully brought together without jeopardising any of
the functions and proprieties and legal protections for individuals who were the client
groups of those components that form the Ministry of Justice, the Attorney has refused to
provide that report. Again, she has not shown any of the, independence that should
characterise her position as Attorney General nor any of that fine sensitivity in upholding
the rule of law and making sure that justice is being seen to be done. Another small item
is very difficult to explain, except that the Attorney General is, by nature, a very secretive
person. When she appointed a QC to investigate the complaints laid by the Mickelbergs,
she would not reveal for many weeks who the appointee was. The Opposition has no
difficulty with the person she eventually announced, but it queried the need for secrecy. I
might add that she stilt refuses to reveal his rate of pay.
I move onto our last concerns and perhaps will take some time over these. They are
difficult areas and relate to the Attorney General's relationship with the disgraced
Dr Wayne Bradshaw and her failure to fully and adequately account for the various
dealings and her relationship with Dr Wayne Bradshaw. For some time, Dr Wayne
Bradshaw has been the subject of criminal investigations and he is the subject of a
number of warrants. The Attorney General has an obligation to ensure that the public's
concerns about her relationship with him are allayed. She is the premier legal officer of
this State. She has a prime responsibility in this State for upholding the law. She must
set the facts squarely before the public so that they can assure themselves that there is
nothing improper in her dealings with Dr Bradshaw. That has not been the case so far.
Again, secrecy has been the hallmark of her explanations and one can draw the
conclusion only that there are grave matters to hide.
Her relationship with Dr Bradshaw has created a direct conflict over the extradition
orders that might be sought. The Attorney General has said constantly that extradition is
a matter for the Director of Public Prosecutions and that she has no role to play. The
Attorney General retains a role in overseeing the performance of important agencies
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including independent agencies such as the Director of Public Prosecutions, The fact that
she must respect the independence of the agencies does not leave her mute or sidelined.
She has the capacity and the right to seek information, to express a view and to
encourage a course of action. Any view that she expresses is entitled to proper respect
even if it is not eventually adopted. However, again, because of her relationship with
Dr Bradshaw, a relationship on which she has constantly hedged, fudged and misled the
Parliament -

Withdrawal of Remark

Hon PETER FOSS: The member used unparliamentary language in respect of the
Attorney General. She accused her of misleading the Parliament.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): The convention is that unparliamentary
language should not be used and must be withdrawn,
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I will abide by the conventions that if a member objects the
remark is withdrawn, and I withdraw the remark in respect of that convention.
Hon PETER FOSS: Mr Deputy President, I am sorry. The withdrawal has now ended up
so halfhearted that it is not a withdrawal.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may have given the member the wrong impression to a
centain extent. It is not a convention; it is a standing order that unparliamentary language
must be withdrawn. It is a convention that, if a member objects to language, it must be
withdrawn and it must be withdrawn unreservedly.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIJERNAN: In respect of the standing order and what I suppose is your
ruling about unparliamentary language, Mr Deputy President -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Withdraw!
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: - I will withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Hon AJ.O. MacTIIERNAN: Notwithstanding the independence of the DPP, the Attorney
General has an overall supervisory role and has the right to express her views to agencies
such as the Director of Public Prosecutions. In view of the very high standards that have
been set for Attorneys General, in view of the degree of influence of the Attorney
General on the legal processes within this State, and in view Of the privileges and the
access that her position gives her, the public have every right to demand a full
explanation from the Attorney General about her relationship with Dr Wayne Bradshaw.
Several weeks ago, the Attorney General tried to pass off Dr Bradshaw as a fleeting
acquaintance of her husband's. In the last two days, we heard Dr Bradshaw on a radio
station in Perth describe the Attorney General as a friend and criticise her for not
displaying her normal friendship for him. Instead, he said that she had denied her
relationship with him and had run for cover over their friendship. We have also managed
to extract gradually from the Attorney General admissions about donations to her
campaign that were made by Dr Bradshaw. The process of getting that information out
of her was extraordinarily painful.
The Attorney General seriously expects this Parliament to believe that she was not aware
of who made donations to her campaign and she went through the charade of writing to
Mr Paddick in the administration of the State Liberal Party and asking him whether he
had any information on whether Dr Bradshaw had donated to her campaign. She then
announced in Parliament that she had received a letter from Mr Paddick who advised her
that Dr Bradshaw had loaned her campaign a fax and had donated $2 000 to the
campaign. It is extraordinary that the Attorney General can expect the public and this
Parliament to take any notice of that charade by expecting us to believe an the one hand
that she is competent enough to be the Attorney General yet, on the other hand, that she
is so unaware and incompetent in the administration of her own affairs,
She also told the Parliament that she could not tell us whether her husband was a
signatory to her campaign funds or whether he had been involved in the administration of
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her campaign in 1989 when the gifts of the fax and the $2 000 were made by
Dr Bradshaw. The notion of the fleeting acquaintance became more and more bizarre as
pictures were published in the Press of her holidays in New Zealand and her visit with
Dr Bradshaw. The close association between her husband. Mr Cohn Edwardes and
Dr Bradshaw has been well documented. With Mr Wayde Smith, they formed a very
close unit in their years together on the Wannemoo City Council. To try to pretend that
her connection was only by way of a fleeting acquaintance with her husband -

Point of Order
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Hon Alannah MacTiernan is obviously reading this libelous
diatribe against the Attorney General. It should not continue. She is reading page after
page. It is a convention of this House, if nor a standing order, chat she should not be
reading her speech and giving the impression that it conforms to standing orders.
Members are required to deliver speeches in a substantially spontaneous way.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: She has no need to read her speeches.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (H-on Barry House): Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: This is an attack on a very fine woman, a fine member of
Parliament, and a fine Attorney General. I want you, Mr Deputy President, to be
perfectly clear -

Hon Sam Piantadosi: Is this a speech or a point of order?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: - that: the member is not conforming to the convention of this
House in reading a speech and giving the impression that it is an ad lib speech.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: Go back to sleep.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Hon Sam Piantadosi has been asleep for the past 45 minutes. I
do not blame him, because it is a terrible piece of diatribe. For him to say that I should
go back to sleep is preposterous.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Under the standing orders of this House, speeches can be
read only by Ministers or members when introducing a Bill. Speeches cannot be read in
any other circumstance. I have not been observing the member that closely, but if she is
reading her speech she should take note of the standing orders.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: She has not been reading her speech.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I have not been reading my speech. I ant certainly referring
to notes because we are dealing with so many instances of impropriety.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I need to clarify my earlier comments. I was
searching for the relevant standing order and it appears to be No 83 which reads -

Except when introducing a Bill or by leave of the President, no member shall read
his speech.

Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: That has not changed anything.
Hon Sam Pianradosi: A member can refer to notes.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The President has ruled that it is at the discretion of
the President to draw attention to the fact that a member is reading a speech. Therefore
the point of order is not upheld.

Debate Reswned
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: I have not been reading. I have been referring to notes
because I am raising many matters - such is the level of my concern. It is necessary that I
have recourse to my notes. No-one on this side of the House raised a point of order when
the Minister for Finance on several occasions read addresses which were clearly provided
for him by other persons - such addresses not being second reading speeches
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon Sam Piantadosi: On a number of occasions.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! My ruling is not debatable, and I do not know that
dhe member's last com ments were very relevant to the matter before the House.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I have outlined why we believe that the Attorney General
has failed to meet the standards she has set; and that, in her relationships and the
legislation passed - and in a whole variety of other matters - clearly she has fallen short
of die standards expected of an Attorney General.
We have raised our concerns by moving this motion because a whole range of questions
must be answered. The Attorney General must provide a full explanation of her
relationship with Dr Bradshaw. We need to know the full extent of the campaign
assistance provided to the Attorney General by Dr Bradshaw. We need to know whether
it was limited simply to the use of fax machines and the donation of $2 000. We need to
know more about the role of the Attorney General's husband in this campaign. We need
to know whether Mr Edwardes was a signatory to her campaign. We cannot accept that
the Attorney General would have us believe that neither she nor her husband had any
knowledge of the people who were making donations to her campaign. We need to know
more about her relationship with persons in 1989 employed by the Wanneroo City
Council who appeared to be working extensively on her campaign - Arthur Boyd and
Michelle Lawrance. We need to know whether the assistance was provided at the
direction of Dr Bradshaw, and whether the Attorney General has had further contact with
Dr Bradshaw. We understand that Dr Bradshaw was in Australia subsequent to the visit
by the Attorney General to New Zealand in 1991. It is difficult for us to believe that the
Attorney General could travel all the way to New Zealand to meet with Dr Bradshaw, yet
when Dr Bradshaw arrived back in this State he did not meet with the Attorney General.
Hon N.F. Moore: They are scurrilous accusations.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: They are not. These are our direct concerns.
Hon N.E. Moore: You are making up stories.
Hon A.J.G. MacT~iERNAN: We are not. We sought answers but we received
obfuscation. The answers have established there is something there.
Hon N.E, Moore: You made up your own stories.
Hon Tom Stephens: The answers have been inconsistent, and you know it.
Hon N.F. Moore: You should be more careful.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Due to the role of the Attorney General in relation to the
Director of Public Prosecutions and the general administration of justice, we need to.
know more about the relationship between the Attorney General's husband and
Dr Bradshaw, and whether Mr Edwardes received financial or other support from
Dr Bradshaw in his council election campaign. We need to know what role Mr Edwardes
played in the use of police records to pressure Councillor Arnold Dammers. against
pursuing an inquiry into the activities of the council. We need to know whether these
matters have been referred to the proper authorities for investigation. We need to know
when the Attorney General and her husband last had contact with Dr Bradshaw.
We have set our our concerns. Explanations have not been forthcoming. The people in
this community have a right to know more about the relationship between the Attorney
General, her husband and Dr Bradshaw. and the dealings which the Attorney General has
had with people who have been in communication with Dr Bradshaw - in particular
Mr Harvey Deegan who, on his own admission, has been in contact with Dr Bradshaw
and Mrs Edwardes. The Opposition believes char until that information is forthcoming
and it is beyond doubt that there is any close connection between the Attorney General
her husband and Dr Bradshaw, the Attorney General's role as principal officer -

[Leave granted for the member's time to be con tinued.]
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Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The Opposition believes that until those matters have been
fully resolved and a full public inquiry of those matters has been undertaken, a shadow
will continue to be cast over the Attorney General. As I said, it is not a shadow that
arises simply from the relationship with Dr Bradshaw. The Opposition has set out a
range of other matters which are a cause for concern in the Attorney General's discharge
of her duties. Questions remain unanswered which, taken together with those other
aspects we have raised, leave the citizens of this State concerned about the conduct of the
Attorney General and whether we have at the head of the administration of justice within
this State a person fit to discharge those duties.
[Resolved, that the motion be continued.)
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [3.31 pm]: We can best
characterise this entire debate by the fact that the member carefully took until the hour to
make her accusations against the Attorney General in the hope that the debate would not
progress so that there would be no opportunity for the accusations to be replied to.
Hon John Halden: That is rubbish.
Hon Ross Lightfoot: Give him a go; he has been speaking for only 10 seconds.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Banry House): Order!
Hon Tom Stephens: We gave you leave.
Hon John Halden: What an outrageous remark the Minister made.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I invite all members to cake a bit of notice and stop
the interjecting.
Hon PETER FOSS: After the matter was raised only yesterday that the urgency debates
were being cut off, any one person could have cut off this debate. There was no way
Hon Alannah MacTiernan was to know I would have the opportunity to reply.
Hon John Halden: I told her that the Leader of the House had asked mec not to cut off
leave and that you would be responding.
Hon PETER FOSS: I am pleased to hear that.
Hon John Halden: That is the end of that story isn't it?
Hon PETER FOSS: The Attorney General has not only my complete confidence but also
the confidence of the entire Cabinet. I believe the attacks on her have been scurrilous
and unfounded and are based purely on innuendo and guilt by association. I refer first to
Hon Alannab MacTiernan's statement about the Attorney General's independence. I
suggest she read the rest of the book. She will find that the right of independence of the
Attorney General has now almost entirely been confined to prosecution and that in all
other matters she is bound in the same political way as every other member of Cabinet.
If she reads the more modemn books and gets away from the Victorian ones, she will
realise chat the extension she made to the role of the Attorney General is unsupportable.
It was very useful to read the statement by Hon Alannah MacTiernan that the Attorney
General supported legislation which was an attack on the presumption of innocence.
Dr Bradshaw has been charged with, and has had warrants issued for his arrest on, some
offences - not, interestingly enough, the full gamut of whatever was mentioned in the
Kyle report, but two rather minor ones. How does Hon Alannah MacTiernan describe
the innocent Dr Wayne Bradshaw?
Hon Tom Stephens: Charged.
Hon PETER FOSS: I remind Hon Tom Stephens that one is innocent until proved guilty.
She described him as disgraced and as a fugitive. If it is not bad enough that
Hon Aiannah MacTiernan has treated Dr Bradshaw in every sense as being a guilty
person, notwithstanding that so far only a warrant has been issued for his arrest, she
proceeds in the best McCarthyist fashion to use innuendo and guilt by association to paint
the Attorney General in the same light. That is disgraceful. She can get away with that
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only because it is being said in this Parliament where she is not subject to the rules of
contempt. Her behaviour is disgraceful coming from a lawyer. She must know that the
time contempt begins to run is when proceedings have been issued and she knows they
have been issued. More importantly, she implied that the Attorney General has behaved
improperly by not interfering with the task of the Director of Public Prosecutions. The
fanner Attorney General, Hon Joe Berinson, regularly used to say in this House that a
predecessor of his, Hon Ian Medcalf, had very much divorced himself from the ordinary
every day work of prosecutions and had delegated that to the Crown Prosecutor and the
Solicitor General. It is interesting that the current Attorney General has a
recommendation from the Solicitor General that a proper way to deal with any conflict - I
am not agreeing there is a conflict - is by not associating or directing, but by delegating.
However, there is more than delegation by the Attorney General to somebody else; an
Act called the Director of Public Prosecutions Act is in the Statute books. We know that
a position is specifically set up by Parliament to take over public prosecutions. We know
it would be improper for the Attorney General to interfere. Members opposite cannot
have it both ways. They cannot say she should interfere, but at the same time should
maintain the independence of the DPP.
Hon Tom Stephens: Who resources the DPP?
Hon PETER FOSS: Who used to resource Crown Law Department when Hon Joe
Berinson had problems? The Solicitor General's advice is that the Attorney General
should delegate. There is now a parliamentary delegation to the DPP. I am pleased to
say the Attorney General has acted properly in not interfering with that role. What a
scream there would have been had she interfered - theme would certainly have been ant
objection. She has acted impeccably in saying that the matter requires a decision by the
DPP. When the Director of Public Prosecutions Act was discussed in this House, it was
said that the only circumstances in which the DPP should hand over some of those
decisions to the Attorney General was when he faced a conflict. Now, by innuendo - not
as a result of evidence - it has been suggested she should have done something to caution,
advise, direct, encourage and other things.
Hon Tom Stephens: Resource?
Hon PETER FOSS: He has the resources. Who suggests that the DPP does not have
resources? That is innuendo again. There is no suggestion whatsoever that the DPP has
said he cannot bring Dr Bradshaw back because the Attorney General has not given him
sufficient resources for that task.
Hon Tom Stephens: Have you spoken to the DPP?
Hon PETER FOSS: No; of course I have not and I would not do so.
Hon Tom Stephens: Then you cannot be so sure.
Hon PETER FOSS: That is innuendo again. H-on Tom Stephens is up to his old tricks.
Do members recall a person who had not only been charged - he was still innocent - with
an offence, but had been committed for trial for an offence and later was let off as a result
of a nolle prosequi? If members opposite want to talk about persons with associations,
they should consider that if Hon Graham Edwards were to retire from this Parliament,
that person would still be an associate of all those members on that side. Do we then say
that because a member of the Opposition's team was let off by a former Attorney
General, who I think should not have had anything to do with the matter whatsoever
because it was a clear conflict of interests, they are all guilty by association?
Hon Tom Stephens: You used to say it all the time.
Hon PETER FOSS: No, I used to say all the time that the former Attorney General was
wrong, and I maintain to this day that he was. It was improper for [-on Joe Berinson to
file a nolle prosequi against 3.1. O'Connor. We know it was improper and members
opposite know it was improper. It was wrong, but I do not say that each of the members
opposite is improper because of his or her association. The association is about as close
as one can get when he will he a member of this Parliament when Hon Graham Edwards
retires. Members opposite are into character assassination by association. However, I
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would not do that. I would not accuse the rest of them of that just because they were
associates.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon PETER FOSS: There is no evidence whatsoever that our Attorney General has done
one single thing to impede the prosecution in the Wayne Bradshaw case. We know as a
fact that Hon Joe Berinson did file a nolie prosequi against a man who had been
committed for trial, J.J. O'Connor. Members opposite cannot deny that; it is a fact.
Their Attorney General did interfere and did file a nolle prosequi. At that time did I hear
any member opposite say. "Mr Berinson. why don't you follow the advice of the Solicitor
General not to get involved in things in which you might have a conflict?" That is the
advice our Attorney General is following. Why did Hon Joe Berinson in that case not
follow that advice? Why did he act in that case of conflict? Why did members opposite
not get upset then? Our Attorney General has acted as properly as she possibly could. I
do not know what mome the Attorney General could do to be proper. There was not one
word of evidence; however, there was lots of innuendo and lots of guilt by association
from the member who had the cheek to say that our Attorney General was having an
attack on a presumption of innocence. How can members opposite say that?
Members opposite referred to the confidential information given by the member for
Fremantle. What was that information about? The information given by the member for
Fremantle was about his public duties as a public officer and a Minister of the State. Is
he saying that he, as a Minister of the Crown, can give information to the Crown Law
Department and can require it to be kept confidential? Is that the interpretation of
members opposite of the duty of a Minister of the Crown? After having made that
statement perhaps members opposite would like to hear a letter from the Western
Australian Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee which states -

Dear Attorney
Earlier this month we received from the Hon. J McGinty, Member for Fremantle,
a complaint of unprofessional conduct said to have arisen from your quotation
during the course of a debate in Parliament from a statement made by the
complainant to Crown Counsel, with respect to certain litigation with Mr Barry
Carbon.
The Complaints Committee has considered the matter and has found that you did
not act unprofessionally in publishing extracts of the statement.
I enclose herewith a copy of the letter sent by the Law Complaints Officer (who is
now caking leave) to Mr McGinty advising him of the finding of the Committee.

Interesting enough, I have not heard any retraction from the Opposition that the Attorney
General was acting unprofessionally. The letter from the complaints committee states
that her actions were not unprofessional.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: To whom was that letter addressed?
Hon PETER FOSS: The Attorney.
Hon Tom Stephens: From whom?
Hon PETER FOSS: From the Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee.
Hon Tom Stephens: Did she direct that?
Hon PETER FOSS: Mr McGinty made a complaint; it has been dismissed. The
incomprehensible part of that is that Mr McGinty was saying that he had the right to
prevent the Attorney from telling the people of Western Australia his account of what be
did as a Minister. Members opposite keep asking about openness in Government;
however, they are trying to say that their Ministers can be thrown out of Government and
can then keep all their information to themselves. The real reason members opposite do
not like the decision of the complaints committee is that it revealed to the public that
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Mr McGinty was not telling things quite as they were. His two accounts were
inconsistent. That is what he really does not like about it.
Hon Tom Stephens: That is not true, Mr Foss, and you know it.
Hon PETER FOSS: Itris unfortunate if Hon Tom Stephens does not believe that. It is
nonsense and it is wrong.
Let us deal with facts for a change instead of innuendo. It was also mentioned in debate
on this matter that the witnesses in future would be more circumspect. Are members
opposite speaking about the experience of Mr McGinty? Would he be more circumspect
in telling the truth to the Crown Law Department, giving an account as a public officer, a
Minister of the Crown, if it happened again? Is that what we understand about
Mr McGinty? I am interested to hear the low opinion members opposite have of
Mr McGinty that he would be circumspect about telling the truth to the Crown Law
Department, giving account of his service as a Minister, if he thought that was what
would happen.
[See below.]

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm
[Questions without notice taken.]

STANDING COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS AND
STATUTES REVISION

Fifth Report on Petition Requesting Fishing Nets Ban, Tabling
HON M.D. NIXON (Agricultural) [4.33 pm] - by leave: I am directed to present the
fifth report of the Standing Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Statutes Revision in
relation to a petition requesting the ban on the use of Fishing nets, other than prawn drag
nets and throw nets, for recreational fishing in the Pilbara region and the phasing out of
certain professional licence endorsements. I move -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
Question put and passed.
[See paper No 1064.]

MOTION - URGENCY
Attorney General's Conduct, Kyle Report and Connection with Dr Wayne Bradshaw

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [4.34 pm]: The next
argument of Hon Alannah MacTiernan's was with regard to the Attorney General's
husband remaining in a senior position in her portfolio. This is one of the most
extraordinary statements I have come across, because I suspect to some extent that if it
had been a man and a similar suggestion had been made about his wife it would have
been seen as being a sexist remark, a discriminatory measure about somebody on the
basis of her marital status, and we would have heard the loud statement that a woman
was entitled to have her own profession and to stand on her own irrespective of the
position of her husband. For some reason it seems to be somewhat different when the
Minister concerned is a woman and the person who would be discriminated against is the
husband.
Hon Tom Stephens: It was her pre-election commitment.
Hon PETER FOSS: We will get to that. The important question is whether it is correct
that that person stay there. Let us deal with that question first. What if I were to become
the Minister for Education. Does that mean my wife would have to resign? We have a
Minister for Education whose wife holds a senior position within the Education
Department. Is it suggested that that person should instantly lose her lifetime profession
simply because she happens to have a spouse who is put into Government?
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Hon E.J. Charlton: Did anyone on that side of the House ever have a spouse employed
by the Government?
Han PETER FOSS: I find offensive the suggestion that first of all theme is any
impropriety in Mr Cohin Edwardes being in his ordinary employment just because the
person who is in charge happens to be his spouse. Let us get that right first. I find it
offensive, sexist and discriminatory on the part of the member. Now I will deal with the
second part.
The fact is that Mr Colin Edwardes was in the department which went into the Ministry
of Justice. It is quite reasonable that after a period of time he should be found an
opportunity if he wished to exercise that extra discretion on his part, and that is all it is.
He has shown extra propriety in saying that he would move. To criticise a person who
has shown this nicety seems to be the lowest attack possible. As I understand it he holds
a substantive position at the moment because of changes in the Ministry of Justice. He
has been looking for an alternative position. I take it that it was not ever thought or
suggested by members opposite that he should just go on the dole and not have a job at
all. I understand that in January he will be moving to another department. I believe the
attack on Mr Edwardes and the Attorney is underhand, despicable and low. I commend
the Attorney General and her husband for the extra nicely that they showed. I regret that
a spouse feels that it is necessary to leave a longstanding job because of the other spouse
becoming a Minister of the Crown, but the fact that they feel that way should be
respected and should be commended. It is not a matter of condemnation of the Attorney;
I would have thought it should be a matter of great congratulation at the extra propriety
being observed under those circumstances. I do not believe it is called for, but that is the
decision they have made, and I commend them for it. I commend the fact that
Mr Edwardes will be taking up a new job in January. 1 sincerely hope he will not suffer
as a result of it. It would be very bad if, added to the other burdens of public office,
one's spouse had to take a downward position as a result of one's holding that office. I
sincerely hope he will have an excellent position in the Public Service.
Hon Tom Stephens: That will depend on the outcome of the recommendations in the
Kyle report.
Hon PETER FOSS: A great deal was made of the Kyle report. Peter Kyle happens to be
a friend of mine. I have a great deal of respect for him, but I would never describe him at
this stage as a long term Liberal. Mr Kyle is what I would call a highly disaffected
Liberal, and to make any statement to suggest that Mr Kyle's opinion should be given
extra credence because he is a Liberal is, I would say, torturing the facts.
Hon Tom Stephens: He is worrying about the facts!
Hon A.J.C. MacTiernan: The Minister is so dishonest to distort our argument.
Hon PETER FOSS: One cannot justify Mr Kyle's opinion by saying that the former
Government picked him out because there could be no attack on his credibility as he is a
long standing Liberal. That is distorting the facts if ever I have seen it. Mr Kyle stands
or falls -
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: He was described as a Labor stooge by Mr Cash. We were
responding to that.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Alannali MacTiernan will realise she has a
response in this debate; she should say save her comments for that.
Hon PETER FOSS: I draw the attention of the House to the fact that the member
opposite did plead in support of her views the fact that Mr Kyle had been a member of
the Liberal Party and she did say he was chosen for that reason so that there could be no
question of his bone fides. I do not criticise Mr Kyle.
Hon Tom Stephens: Do you endorse Mr Cash's criticism?
Hon PETER FOSS: It has nothing to do with me. Hon George Cash can have his own
opinions and I defend his right to have them. All I anm saying is that the Opposition
cannot distort the facts by saying that Mr Kyle was appointed by the Labor Government
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because there could then be no argument about his bona fides as he was a Liberal
supporter. That is nonsense. He is a disaffectLed Liberal who has no particular kindness
towards the Liberal Party. I do not criticise him for that.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: I do not blame him for that - having no kindness for the Liberal
Party.
Hon PETER FOSS: There we are. Hon Nick Griffiths admits Mr Kyle has no kindness
towards the Liberal Party. I do not blame him either. He can have any feelings he likes.
We are dealing with a case of smear and innuendo by Hon Alannab MacTiernan. Every
one of the points that she raised in her speech was like that statement that NIr Kyle was
appointed by the Labor Government so thene could be no doubt as to his bona tides
because he was a Liberal supporter. That is patent non sense1 but it is entirely consistent
with every other detail of her speech. It was full of innuendo and smear.
It is also interesting that Mr Kyle made very wide allegations about Dr Bradshaw and it is
interesting also that the police have not followed up on those allegations except for two
charges of a minor nature. Obviously, the police do not believe there is any evidence that
would sustain a prosecution. I am sure that Hon Alannah MacTiemnan would agree that
every person is innocent until proved guilty. although, notwithstanding her support for
that statement, that did not flow very well through her speech because she assumes as
soon as she makes a statement about someone, unsupported by facts, that that person is
despicable and low. The fact is that not one shred of evidence was offered by the
member; all that was offered was innuendo. She has been like the newspaper which has
assumed that Dr Bradshaw is guilty of everything in the Kyle report even though the
police have not bothered to charge him for the many matters raised in the Kyle report.
Again, while attacking Mr Edwardes, a man who has shown intense propriety, she made
the fanciful statement that investigations concerning the Kyle inquiry might touch on
Mr Edwardes' role and he might have given legal advice on it.
Hon E.J. Charlton: And pigs might fly.
Hon PETER FOSS: Really! That shows the extent to which this member will go. The
suggestion that Mr Edwardes will be giving advice on the Kyle report is drawing a very
long bow. I do not believe Mr Edwardes' role is to give advice on the law to anybody.
However, more importantly, having noticed the nicety of the Attorney General and the
way she has carefully avoided having anything to do with Dr Bradshaw or the Kyle
report, and how she has carefully kept herself at a distance from it in the way that
Hon Joe Berinson and the Solicitor General claimed is proper, Hon Alannah MacTiernan
then suggested that this person who has observed these niceties should step out of his role
and should interfere and start giving advice on the legal aspects of the Kyle report. One
has to wonder about the genuineness of the attack. Every single snide little remark has
been smear. Unfortunately, we cannot see in the Hansard the nasty emphasis that the
member put on the words.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: There was no nastiness.
Hon PETER FOSS: No nastiness! The member may not have been able to hear the tone
in her voice but I would like it noted in Hlansard that the delivery by the member was
extremely nasty. Whenever she is accused of saying these things she defends herself by
saying, "I didn't say that. I didn't accuse people of being guilty. I didn't say that they
had actually done any of those things." However, the fact is the delivery by the member
opposite was absolutely dripping with innuendo. It is unfortunate that she does one thing
and says another. The inconsistency in her behaviour deserves condemnation.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiemnan: That is bizarre.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order!
Hon PETER FOSS: She accused the Attorney General of secrecy. Where is the
evidence? Every single question asked in the other place and in this place has been
answered frankly. She calls it secrecy because she has not got the answers that she
wanted. She said, 'This can't be right."
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Hon A.J.O. MacTiernan interjected.
Hon PETER FOSS: "All of the facts I have been quoting have not came out in the
evidence."
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon PETER FOSS: Instead of saying, "Maybe I got it wrong -

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! It is important that Hon Alannab MacTiemnan
remain in the Chamber because if she does not withdraw the motion we will be back here
on Christmas Day. If she keeps interjecting. she may not remain in the Chamber.
Hon PETER FOSS: Because she has leapt to conclusions about the facts, when she asks
a question and receives a frank and direct answer which does not support her facts, she
says, "My allegations must be correct. Therefore, the Attorney General is not making
proper disclosures." However, not one single shred of evidence was offered.
She said that the Attorney General did not know who had made donations to her
campaign! She asked how anyone could not know who had made donations to a
campaign. People in the Labor Party may pay very close attention to that because they
want to know who to pay back the favours to. The member may not know it, but, as it
happens, one of the suggestions of the Liberal Party to its candidates and members is that
they should distance themselves as much as possible from the whole process of receiving
donations so that they cannot be influenced by the people who made the donations. I
admit that we cannot always avoid knowing who made donations to our campaigns.
However, we in the Liberal Party try to distance ourselves from that because we believe
that is proper. All that that says of the Attorney General is not, as Hon Alannab
MacTiernan suggested, that she does not know, but that that is the way that she as a
proper person - as are all members of the Liberal Party and I am sure the National Party -
tries to distance herself from those donations because she feels that is in the best interests
of the public. That may be totally foreign and unbelievable to members opposite because
they zealously pore over every donation to see whether there should be some pay back.
Of course, we all know about the Sl im that went into the leader's account and we know
through WA Inc about the sorts of pay backs that the Labor Pahy was involved in. We
also know what the royal commission had to say about that and we know that we could
probably have another royal commission on the money extracted by Mr Terry Burke with
a list of all of the Government contracts. Members opposite may keep lists; Terry Burke
certainly kept a list and he went around saying that if people wanted another contract,
perhaps they should cough up.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: That is arn outrageous allegation to make under parliamentary
privilege.
Hon PETER FOSS: That may be the way the Labor Party does things. However, we on
this side of the House try as much as possible to avoid doing things that way.
Hon Alannah MacTiernan also said that the Attorney General did not know who were the
signatories to her campaign account. I do not know who are dhe signatories to my
campaign account and Hon Derrick Tonmlinson assures me that he is in a similar position.
I have some suspicion that maybe two people are signatories, but I really do not know
who they are. It has been a matter of particular attention on my part to remain as distant
as possible from that. As I said, it does not mean that I have always been successful.
However, the fact remains that members of this party try and that is our policy. I know
that members apposite find that sort of scrupulous attention to propriety foreign and
unbelievable. I know that they think it is nonsense and that I am talking about things that
no-one would do. Members opposite regardl every political opportunity as one to be
seized. They never restrain themselves by some sense of public duty or propriety; they
always look after the party and themselves. They do not won)y about whom they smear
or where to pass it around, if they are convinced that is the best way to look after the
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party. When they come from that background, I can understand how they would find my
argument unbelievable - it is so foreign to them.
Several members interjected.
Hon PETER FOSS: It was the brown paper bag and the leather satchel that epitomised
the farmer Premier and the former Deputy Premier respectively.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon PETER FOSS: I know how wonderfully interesting it was to hear about the
$100 000 petty cash being explained at the royal commission. Any member who missed
the wonderful explanation about that petty cash in the former Premier's office should
read the transcript of the royal commission because it is an interesting read. From that
background, with such a Premier and Deputy Premier, members opposite find these
things incredible, but from our point of view we find differently.
Hon Alannab MacTiernan has offered not one piece of evidence, The honourable
member has purely offered us smear and innuendo. She has offered her rather archaic
and extravagant view of the situation of the Attorney General. The honourable member
has forgotten completely that we passed an Act which reposed the responsibility for
prosecution in the Director of Public Prosecutions; and she has completely ignored the
fact that the advice of the Solicitor General to succeeding Attorneys General that the
appropriate way to deal with any form of conflict was to distance themselves by
delegation. The honourable member has forgotten that there has been a parliamentary
delegation to the DPP. She cannot get into her mind that whereas her suggestion that the
Attorney General should interfere in the case, if the Attorney General had taken one
small step towards any participation we would have an argument from the other side that
the Attorney General was interfering with the case. Her argument was incomplete. It is
an argument of convenience.
The honourable member has a strange idea about the public duties of Ministers and their
obligations to account to the public; she does not seem to understand that her allegations
of impropriety by the Attorney General are wrong. She does not seem to realise that the
judgment of the profession has been that the Attorney has not been guilty of impropriety.
The honourable member does not seem to understand for one moment the duties of
public office, and she seems to think they can keep their dealings secret as soon as they
leave public office. She does not seem to recognise that the Kyle report is nothing more
than a report on the balance of probabilities. She seems to forget when it suits her that
there is such a thing as the presumption of innocence. She forgets chat the privilege of
this House of being able to speak without fear of contempt of court must be used
carefully. The way she has used it is a disservice to Dr Bradshaw who is entitled to all
the benefits and protections of the law, and not to be condemned. She makes no
distinction between the situation when our Attorney General has behaved properly in
regard to prosecutions, and when Hon Joe Berinson chose to enter a nolle prosequi
against a person who had been not only charged but also committed for trial.
The member seems to criticise Mr Colmn Edwardes and the Attorney General for their
propriety in the matter of his remaining within the department, instead of commending
them for their extra nicety. The honourable member does not seem to allow reasonable
time for them to carry out their statements. I believe the time taken is reasonable and it
would be improper and discriminatory against Mr Edwardes if he were thrown instantly
out of his job. All in all, if anybody is to be criticised it is Hon Alannah MacTiernan for
her innuendo, smear, inconsistency of argument, and total lack of evidence.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House).

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL

Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Sam Pianradosi) in the Chair; Hon N.F.
Moore (Minister for Education) in charge of the Bill.

(COUNCIL]10058



[Thursday, 16 December 19931 05

Clause 1: Short title -
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Apart traon the proposed amendments, members may also
include in debate reference to the report on this Bill by the Standing Committee on
Legislation.
Hon J.A. COWDELL: I commend to all members the report of the Legislation
Committee which was tabled yesterday. As a result of the limited hearings we held over
three days, nothing snruck me more than how far out of our depth we were on this matter,
with respect not only to the proposed amendments to part 3 of the Bill but also to the
parent Act. A whole new area is opening up with respect to the medical and commercial
properties of our flora. We had some graphic examples of the commercial arrangements
that have been made, for example, in Costa Rica which managed to virtually give away
its flora treasure trove for Sl.5m to one drug company; and it was suggested that
Queensland may have given away its treasure trove for $10m to another company. At
least Western Australia is contemplating matters plant by plant, or compound by
compound, for a percentage of the action and research costs up front. This is an area that
has not been considered in the past in legislative terms and cannot be adequately catered
for in the minor amendments proposed in part 3. This is the reason the committee has
unanimously recommended that a select committee be appointed to inquire into this area.
Some of the issues that have motivated this recommendation are contained in part 3 of
the report under the heading "Outstanding matters of concern". Other issues are
canvassed in the minority report.
All members of the committee found the Bill to be flawed in one way or another. Even
though it addresses only the periphery of enormous issues, there was scope for
improvement and amendment. It is a disgrace that this matter was referred to the
Standing Committee on Legislation and then the committee was told that no amendments
whatsoever could be brooked because the Assembly would not be brought back to ratify
any amendments. We were told that amending legislation was needed to enable the State
to enter into a very important commercial arrangement within the next five days to
develop an anti-AIDS drug. The alternative of an individual agreement Act could not be
contemplated because it could not be drafted within the five days. In fact, even the minor
amendment of this Bill, either to part 2, which has nothing to do with the urgent
agreement, or to part 3 to improve the Bill but not so as to delay the agreement, could not
be contemplated. The committee could not recommend a limitation clause to curtail the
free range attitude to this and future flora agreements because that would require some
activity from the Assembly within the five days. However, the little darlings are off on
their Christmas shopping expedition and could not be brought back!
Hon N.E. Moore: That is not correct. This House is quite capable of doing whatever it
likes. To use that sort of language is quite demeaning to people who work just as hard as
you do.
Hon J.A. COWDELL: It is my understanding that we are under constraints because this
is the only instrument we have available to validate a particular agreement within the
next five days.
Hon N.E. Moore: Which has nothing to do with the Assembly.
Hon l.A. COWDELL: However, if the Assembly were agreeable to returning, we could
amend other aspects of the Bill without endangering the agreement which is considered
so essential. However, with the Assembly not returning, it appears we cannot
contemplate amendments, as I said, either to part 2, which has nothing to do with the
agreement -

Hon N.E. Moore: We are to contemplate a stack of amendments from Hon Jim Scott.
We are entitled to contemplate whatever we like. Whether the House agrees is another
thing.
Hon J.A. COWDELL: It is my understanding that our options are limited. If the
Minister wants to advise me at length why our options are not limited I look forward to
that advice shortly. Despite the demeaning statement I allegedly made, I agree with the
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statements attributed to Hon Peter Foss in The West Australian of 15 December where it
is reported -

Mr Foss, who is handling the workers' compensation legislation in the Council,
said he was shocked when he heard yesterday that the Assembly would not sit
again this year.
He said the Council was sitting to get through legislation on the basis that it
needed to be passed this year.
There was also an understanding the Assembly would come back to deal with any
amendments to allow (hat legislation to become law.
Mr Foss said Government MLCs would go ahead with any amendments
considered necessary despite the decision.
He also said the Assembly should consider all amendments this year.
"If they are not prepared to come back I am not sure why we are bothering to deal
with it at all,' Mr Foss said.

I must say that, in concurring with Minister Foss, I reiterate that I consider the options of
what the committee could recommend were limited by the fact that the Assembly was not
returning next week.
Hon N.E. Moore: Was that part of your deliberations?
Hon J.A. COWDELL: I certainly bore it in mind when considering the range of options
we could suggest. In part 4 of the Bill, under clause 10 headed 'Validity of past acts", we
were considering something that might be more open to reasonable public interpretation
than the form of the validation provided for. However, that would require an amendment
which it would be difficult to effect without impinging on the passage of the proposed
agreement.
The minority report has focused more precisely on some of the concerns of the
Legislation Committee. It has recognised that the procedure for such important contracts
in the future should not give carte blanche to the Department of Conservation and Land
Management and the Minister, but be done through individual agreement Acts, which
will involve greater public scrutiny. It is the view of the minority that the urgent
requirement of the Government to authorise a commercial arrangement to develop
conocurvone as an agent effective in combating AIDS be undertaken by a specific
agreement Act. That would involve public scrutiny on each occasion such an agreement
was required. It was recognised that a limitation clause could ensure that a proper review
of procedures in this most important area was undertaken. In other words, that the urgent
requirements of the Government be met by the use of this Bill, enacted as a law of
temporary duration. This could be given effect by limiting the operation of part 3
specifically to contracts relating to the development of conocurvone from smoke bush or
determining that this part shall expire six months on the day from which it comes into
operation. That of course could be for nine months, 12 months or any other period. it
would have given teeth to the request for a select committee. The minority report also
noted that it is vital the procedures be improved, the reasons for which are outlined in
that report.
INon DERRICK TOMLINSON: I do not want to get involved in a slanging match at this
stage because I have great respect for the work of the Standing Committee on Legislation
undertaken in a very short time. It is unfortunate that the committee had seven days in
which to contemplate what turned out to be a very complex matter - so complex that we
have recommended a select committee be established to examine it. Furthermore, we
have recommended that parts of the Bill be reviewed when the national task force on
biodiversity reports in June next year. I thank the Standing Committee on Legislation for
sitting for something like 9.5 hours over four days - one of those sittings was at
midnight - to meet the deadline of the Legislative Council so that the legislation could be
debated and, it is hoped, passed today. I put forward a different understanding of the role
of the Legislative Assembly in the committee's deliberations. It is true that we were
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working under the knowledge that the Legislative Assembly had risen and that it would
be reluctant to return. However, its reluctance to return is irrelevant to anything this
Council might do. If we were to decide on the best information available to us to amend
the Bill, that would be it. The more important consideration was the urgency of the
matter relating to conocurvone. The committee was given evidence that the issuing of a
licence by the National Cancer Institute was imminent. If the committee had amended
the Bill and if it had been possible for the Legislative Assembly to return next
Wednesday, that may have been too late for the purposes of this Bill.
One of the purposes of this Bill is to ensure that the legal position of the State cannot be
challenged; that the legal position of the State, if it enters into any agreement relating to
this compound, is watertight. It could well be that the need for a watertight legal position
would emerge even before it was possible for the Legislative Assembly to return to
consider any amendments. That sort of urgency was before the committee when it
considered the alternatives that are contained in the minority report, the dissenting report.
Were it not for those sorts of urgent considerations, I put it to the Committee that, in fact,
the minority report could well have been the majority report. There was considerable
strength in the argument that this matter should have been the subject of an agreement
Act and that there could have been a sunset clause on the agreement. The latter argument
was weaker than the former, because any sunset clause on the legislation now before us
may have weakened the legal position of the State which the legislation is attempting to
shore up. Even with that consideration, there was considerable support for the
proposition. The majority report came down in favour of no amendment, not because it
did not want to bring back the Assembly, but because it was working on a strict timetable
to guarantee that the legal position of the State was assured.
Hon i.A. COWDELL: The members who wrote the minority report considered that it
was vital that procedures be improved. I draw members' attention to the section of the
minority report which states -

The procedures contained or amended in Part 3 are formulated without
community consultation and without it would appear consideration of the saving
of existing flora rights that pertain to indigenous people or others, without
consideration of the impact on Crown lands, without adequate reference to the
International Convention on Biological Diversity and without perhaps adequate
regard to securing the rights of the people and State of Western Australia prior to
the promotion of the use of native flora and without adequate mechanisms to
ensure the greatest commercial advantage to the people.

That is not to indicate that we do not appreciate and recognise the work of Dr Syd Shea
in this area to date. We specifically noted in the minority report that -

This is not in any way to detract from the actions of the Executive Director of
CALM in attempting to serve the interests of the people in the State of Western
Australia in this field by means of prompt action nor to delay the concluding of an
agreement on the development of conocurvone to the benefit of AIDS sufferers
and the people of Western Australia.
The rights and benefits accruing to the people of Western Australia may be
jeopardised more by inaction than inadequate action.

We appreciate what appears to be the prompt and timely activities of the Executive
Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management in this regard. The
Opposition will express reservations and seek assurances, and perhaps amendment,
during the Committee stage. However, if the Government is unwilling to accept any
amendments, as appears likely, it is my intention to move that the Conservation and Land
Management Amendment Act, as it then will be, he referred to the Government Agencies
Committee for consideration and report. I will do this both because of the expertise and
jurisdiction of that committee, and to keep this matter under the active consideration of
Parliament. The Opposition does not propose to vote against this Bill as a last resort,
given the importance of the conocurvone agreement to AIDS sufferers and the people of
Western Australia.
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Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: As one of the cc-authors of the minority report it is
important to state my position on the report that was tabled yesterday by the Legislation
Committee. Hon John Cowdell and Hon Derrick Tomlinson have outlined
comprehensively the difficulty in which the Legislation Committee found itself with the
time frame available to consider this matter and the fact that the State may well miss out
on being able to sign an agreement were debate on this Bill to go further than the end of
this week. As a result of that we realised that we were faced with considerable difficulty
owing to the lack of expertise on our part as much as anything. The opportunity that was
afforded us to hear evidence from the Conservation Council and from others who had
concerns, such as the Aboriginal Legal Service and the economic adviser to Greens (WA)
Senator Dee Margeits. helped to formulate the position we finally adopted.
It is obvious from the report that none of us was particularly cornfortable with the time
frame under which we had to operate. We all had serious concerns about what we were
putting in place. Nevertheless, we also realised the importance to AIDS sufferers of the
continued exploration of the compound conocurvone. On that basis we were very much
convinced that we should in no way hold up the passage of this Bill. However, I indicate
some of my concerns, specifically in relation to the first section which is headed "Timber
sharefarming agreements". Evidence was rendered that currently 150 agreements have
been entered into by the Gover-nment and they would continue over quite some time.
Some of the evidence we heard from the Western Australian Conservation Foundation
hinted that various farmers may have problems with soil degradation and so forth from
events that occurred in the past. However, on pressing the Conservation Foundation for
specific examples, no evidence was forthcoming. As a result, we directed questions to
the CEO of CALM with regard to any litigation that might have occurred. We were told
that not one of those 150 agreements had been subject to litigation. As Hon John
Cowdell indicated, we also were of a mind to amend the validation clause, and rook
evidence from Mr Greg Calcuit, senior Parliamentary Counsel, who afforded the
committee the benefit of his knowledge. I refer members to page 5 of the committee's
report which deals with this in some detail.
The other area about which I had some concern was section 2 "Use of native flora",
relating to the international convention on biodiversiry. Members may not be aware, but
at the international biodiversity convention in Rio de Janeiro in 1991 Australia signed the
international convention, and in June of this year that was ratified. As a result of the
ratification, a Commonwealth-State task force is dealing with the whole question. I
quote into the record several paragraphs referring to that task force. On page 7 the
following statement is made -

Matters such as biodiversity, sovereignty, exclusive licences and intellectual
property rights associated with native flora and fauna of Western Australia are
beyond the competency of this Committee and as such should be considered by a
Select Committee.

We believe that select committee should deal with the findings of the State-
Commonwealth task force when they are released in June of this year. The other part of
the report of which I was mindful, having heard evidence by Dr Syd Shea, was in the area
of intellectual rights. I refer to the following statement on page 6 of the report -

Commercial realities dictate that, when dealing with intellectual property rights
such as those associated with conocurvone, a compound which has the potential
to offer a cure for the AIDS virus, the rights and interests of the people of
Western Australia must be preserved and protected. It is with this in mind that
Dr Shea has vigorously pursued the patenting of intellectual property rights
associated with this compound in an attempt to retain sovereignty of the Smoke
Bush in the people of Western Australia.

We should all acknowledge that, because it is indeed one of the major reasons we are
dealing with this legislation today. I do not intend to refer too much to the minority
report, except to say that extensive discussion took place in the committee when we met
on one day for four hours. We considered the possibility of a specific agreement Bill and
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I think most members of the committee felt it would possibly be the way to go, given the
example in the House yesterday with regard to the Albany hardwood plantations and
bearing in mind the potential commercial magnitude of this compound. Agreement Bills
have been introduced in the past with regard to various mining companies and, all being
well, this compound could realise a considerable amount of money for the State in the
years up to 2000. Therefore, we should consider a different method of keeping the
financial benefits from such a project within Western Australia. If my memory serves
me correctly, most members thought an agreement Bill would be a possibility.
Unfortunately, evidence tendered to the committee after extensive discussions on that
subject led us to believe that rime was of the essence and we should allow this particular
Bill to pass without amendment.
Dr Shea also informed the committee that this is one of a number of plant species in
Western Australia that could have great potential. We hope that there is potential in
future to continue to exploit the properties of various plant species for the benefit of this
State. Nevertheless, we are faced with the problem here and now, and under the
circumstances the Legislation Committee, within the time available, has produced a very
comprehensive and detailed report.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I quite enjoyed serving on the Legislation Committee, and I rise
in support of this Bill. I do not rise in its support unequivocally; I have some
apprehensions about the commercial aspect of it and I expressed those at the meeting.
My apprehensions are with respect to the shareholding. From the outset I received great
assistance from Dr Syd Shea, who is obviously an extremely hard working departmental
head. Notwithstanding that assistance, this compound conocurvone is derived from a
plant that is almost exclusively found in Western Australia. I do not know whether the
generic smoke bush from which it is derived is exclusive to Western Australia. The
exclusivity seems to be a matter of conjecture. With respect to the shareholing in the
company, Australian Medical Research and Development Corporation, which holds the
licence from the National Cancer Institute of the United States, I know all members feel
apprehension about this Government entering into any commercial agreements that could
give rise to the accusation that it may be something akin to WA Inc. I do not think we
should let our apprehension and burnt finger syndrome of the past stop this Government,
through proper channels and proper Government organisations, from establishing
commercial ties with industry, particularly if that means the retention of equity in
Western Australia that we may nor otherwise have. Bearing in mind the potential for
multimillion dollar earnings from a compound such as conocurvone which can treat the
human immunodeficiency virus, I am sure all members would like the Government to do
everything in its power to ensure that, notwithstanding all those problems over- WA Inc,
we retain the opportunity for Western Australians to have the maximum equity in
developments of this nature- As far as I am able to ascertain, Victorians and New South
Welshmen, and companies from the United States of America, the United Kingdom,
Switzerland and Japan, have equity in the licensing arrangement through the Australian
Medical Research and Development Corporation. The organisation has its home in
Melbourne and was initially financed by the Victorian Government - maybe it still is.
Perhaps the Minister could spell out the Victorian Government's involvement in this
matter.
I see nothing wrong with Government instrumentalities such as the R & 1 Bank, the
Government Employees Superannuation Board or the Stare Government Insurance Office
having equity directly in this venture to compete with interstate and overseas companies.
Some are Government agencies, some quasi-government, and others which have equity
in developments of this nature are totally free enterprise organisations. As a result of the
skills of the CALM officers, headed by Dr Syd Shea, we will have flowing back to the
State substantial royalties which could amount to hundreds of millions of dollars.
However, I would have thought that the Government should have had the option of
taking seine of the royalty cash and converting it into direct equity with AMRLAD in
shares and the process of isolating conocurvone. Perhaps the Government through the
CSIRO could have held the patent on this process rather than through the American
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Government through its National Cancer Institute. The problem it will solve is
internationally pandemic, and it must be checked as quickly as possible. That need for
speed was the guiding force behind the necessity to expedite the amendments to the
principal CALM Act. However, I do not find it distasteful for this Government,
notwithstanding the lessons of the past, to have equity in a commodity like conocurvone,
which will ultimately do so much for the world and the commercial interests of this State.
Had there been time, I would have liked to go behind the corporate veil of items within
the 199 1-92 CALM annual report regarding contingency allocations regarding the total
issue capital. It indicates that 125 000 shares were issued to "stockbrokers", but no
explanation was given regarding who the stockbrokers were and what it was far.
Although accompanying notes may have been provided, the 1991-92 annual report does
not indicate when the shames were issued, for what purpose and whom the ultimate
recipients are. I would have liked to go behind CBA Nominees Ltd which owns nine per
cent of the capital in AMAD. I would have liked to go behind the Australian Mutual
Provident Society and find out how much its four per cent cost, and for whom ultimately
it holds the shares; was it for a nominee or for AMP Society as an investment for the
future? I would have liked to go behind companies like Japan Associated Finance
Company Ltd, Chugai Pharmaceutical Company Ltd* and Credit Suisse Guernsey Ltd,
which was incorporated offshore for the usual reasons of tax mirrimisation I suppose. I
would have liked to go behind Nomura-Jaico Investments (Asia) .Ltd which holds 2.36
per cent of the issue.
Perhaps the House could ensure that when Standing Committees on Legislation, and all
committees, are obliged to report back to this House the maximum time practicable is
allocated. When we are sitting long hours considering myriad legislation, the extra
curricular load is overwhelming. Someone who reads the report will be satisfied that the
committee sat at odd times and made the best of uinusual demands within a limited time
frame. I am pleased to report to the House that in most instances, the committee had a
consensus of opinion on the amendments to the CALM Act.
Hon DOUG WENN: I read with interest the Standing Committee on Legislation report
on this Bill. The committee deserves to be highly commended for the work it has put in
with the short notice it was given and the long hours it sat. Interestingly, a number of
groups were able to attend committee meetings at short notice and present their views.
However, a few points were raised which were matters of concern when I first read the
Bill.
The second recommendation of the committee report is that the Bill be adopted as
printed, but that it be interpreted strictly through guidance of the second reading speech.
Perhaps the Minister or the committee could advise me on how it arrived at that
interpretation. At first glance the second reading speech is very simple. It is a good Bill
which will do wonders for Western Australia. However, if we had followed my lead, we
would not be here today dealing with this Bill. The depth of investigation and the
number of phone calls I have received on this issue have caused me concern. I had a
recent phone call from a chap in Manjirnup trying to find a way to stop the Bill being
passed. Unfortunately, or perhaps fortunately, I have been unable to get back to that
person, but it indicates the community concerns regarding this Bill.
I seek guidance from the Chairman of the Legislation Committee: The second reading
speech is broad and open and scratches the surface of the issue. I have trouble in the
notion that the Bill should be guided strictly by the Minister's second reading speech.
Recommendation one states that following the report from the national task force on
biodiversity, part 3, of the Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 1993
should be reviewed. However, the report from the national task force could take years.
To ask us to wait that long is wrong. It could be a long haul and it could be some years
before the legislation faces review. This legislation should be reviewed on a regular
basis; if not by this place, certainly by environmentalists in the public arena. I am sure
that Hon Jim Scott will agree with me about that. A continual watch will be kept on the
harvesting process. I agree with the idea in clause 3 that a select committee on biological
diversity should be appointed. I firmly believe select committees are the way to go. The
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only problem I have is that if a motion is put forward to establish a select committee for
something, that I think is very important in this State - for examnple, waste management -
it languishes at the bottom of the Notice Paper and never gets discussed.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Hon Sam Piantadosi): Order! The member is stretching a
friendship a little; he should stick to the Bill.
Hon DOUG WENN: I am; I am talkng about select committees. Recently when a select
committee was appointed I noticed that the Clerk's wig lifted about four feet, presumably
at the thought of the work that would have to go into it, However, that select committee
is very important and it will need all the assistance it can get.
It was also very interesting to note that eight people residing in Broome put forward a
petition at short notice. Perhaps if environmentalists and other people had been more on
the ball, more petitions would have been brought to this place. In the conclusion of the
report the committee talks about the lack of consultation with members of the public and
their lack of knowledge of this Bill's introduction into the Parliament. I noted the
number of witnesses who came before the committee. The workload of the committee
was huge and I commend its work. If any person should have appeared before the
committee to give evidence about the legality of the tree plantations, Mr E.M. Heenan,
QC, should have. Page 3 of the report states that the committee was given a copy of the
opinion of Mr E.M. Heenan.
Hon W.N. Stretch: A very lengthy and detailed document it was too.
Hon DOUG WENN: That is what I mean. I thought a verbal report would have apprised
the committee of the situation much more quickly. Was Hon Bill Stretch on the
committee?
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order!
A Government member interjected.
Hon DOUG WENN: That is good. The President is not here to appreciate that; nor are
some of my colleagues.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon Doug Wenn will address the Chair.
Hon DOUG WENN: A verbal opinion presented to the committee would have made the
situation much easier to understand rather than members having to read a document of
the nature that was put forward by a Queen's Counsel. Part 2 of the recommendations
states -

_the interpretation of this Bill be guided strictly by the Minister's Second
Reading Speech.

The second reading speech states that over 150 permits were issued in Western Australia.
Yet, when in clause 3 on page 5 the chief executive officer states -

I would sign over my desk somewhere between 40 and 150 agreements to plant
trees on farms every year ...

From my reading of the second reading speech, I assumed that 150 permits were issued;
yet according to this report between 40 and 150 agreements ame signed each year. I
wonder how many agreements have been made in this State to allow people to go into
tree farming. I do not in any way attack the idea of tree farming. These agreements
allow companies and private individuals to work together. Given that we are to interpret
these matters strictly in accordance with the Minister's second reading speech, those
points need to be taken into account.
The report also refers to value-adding industries, as I referred to in my speech in the
second reading debate. I hope that the advice given by Dr Shea to the committee is acted
upon. It is very importat that if we are to allow these products to be farmed, they be
researched and the final product be processed in this State. As I also mentioned in my
speech in the second reading debate, we have looked at what has occurred on an
international basis. Other places have not had in place adequate legislation to stop
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multinational companies from reaping the benefit of raw materials from a country, which
has resulted in the producer countries receiving no benefit.
The Bill fails to rake into account the international convention on biological diversity:
the second reading speech makes no mention of it. I emphasise that the second reading
speech should not be strictly adhered to as has been recommended by the standing
committee. That is my only reservation about the committee's report. We can all rake
heart from Dr Shea's evidence that the essential parts are being put in place that aim to
give sovereignty to the nation which owns the plants; that is, Western Australia. We
have heard comments that other States have allowed products to go out of their hands
very cheaply.
The committee has given endorsement to the Bill as it is printed. I take into account the
remarks of Hlon Derrick Tomlinson and Hon John Cowdell about Press reports that the
lower House has stated that it will not return which means that we cannot put forward
amendments to this Bill at this time. It may also be that if we did put forward
amendments and the lower House did not want to come back until March, this Bill would
hang in limbo. I am sure that many people in the community do not want that.
We must get the Bill correct now because people who are concerned about the
environment will watch it very carefully. Their concerns are about biodiversity,
sovereignty, exclusive licences and intellectual property rights associated with the native
flora. Having been on the Standing Committee on Government Agencies and other
committees I can appreciate this standing committee's statement chat matters concerning
native fauna and flora of Western Australia are beyond its competence and, as such,
should be further considered. I have no doubt that, given the short time available to the
comnmittee to report, it would have been very difficult for it to understand the processes
involved with the products that we are talking about. Members of the committee should
be congratulated for their foresight in this matter. As Hon Ross Lightfoot stated, had the
committee been given more time, it would have been able to investigate these matters in
much more depth and would have been able to investigate the make-up of the companies
that are already involved, envisaging that companies may be able to put together an
enterprise in Western Australia. I can understand, given the short time available, why the
committee could not cover every aspect and provide a more comprehensive report.
Section 3 of the report of the Standing Committee on Legislation makes
recommendations about the involvement of a select committee. I understand that those
recommendations will not be accepted here, but the matter will be referred to the
Standing Committee on Government Agencies. That is appropriate, although I have not
had a chance to read standing orders to understand how that would result in cost savings
for this place.
Hon W.N. Stretch: The danger in that is that it might be bogged down for a long time.
Hon DOUG WENN: I can assure Hon Bill Stretch that if it does go to that committee it
would be treated as an urgent matter and a necessary part of its investigations.
The Legislation Committee also made its view of the exclusivity of the contract very
clear. Section 3 states -

Notwithstanding Dr Shea's response die Committee is of the opinion that matters
concerning exclusivity raised by representatives of the Conservation Council
should be investigated more thoroughly by a Select Committee.

That is a concern to everyone. If that can be cleared up in Committee it may alleviate
some of those concerns. Hon Jim Scott has a further argument on that point, although I
am not sure whether he has further amendment to that part of the Bill.
I refer to the prevention of indigenous people using plant species for traditional purposes.
I noted Dr Shea's view on the overall situation, but I would be surprised if any company
which has rights over a parcel of land on which this bush grows, would want anybody -
black, white or brindle - to go onto that property. If we are talking about Crown land
over which the Aboriginal bodies of this Stare have natural possession, I hope that it will
provide, as Dr Shea says, an opportunity to develop enterprise with Aboriginal people,
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and that the department would be delighted in assisting them. I still have concerns with
that and obviously so does Mr Rob Riley, the Executive Officer of the Aboriginal Legal
Service. Rob Riley has raised a number of issues on behalf of Aboriginal Legal Service
related to the lack of consultation with Aboriginal people in Western Australia.
Everyone is making a very clear point about that lack of consultation, not only with
Aboriginal groups but also all other groups around Western Australia.
The report recommends that issues raised by the ALS should be subject of a select
committee inquiry. It also states that the committee believes the report is not the forum
to discuss matters raised by Mr Rivers. The committee recommends that the contentious
issues of intellectual property relating to biodiversity be referred to a select committee.
The report states that the interpretation of the Bill be guided by the Minister's second
reading speech. I have already made my point about that. The committee puts some
faith in what the national task force will come up with in regard to a review of part 3 of
the Bill. The national task force findings could be years down the road. Hon Derrick
Tomlinson has just given me a guarantee that it will be June of next year:, therefore, I
stand corrected. That is still six months away, and this Bill will be proclaimed.
Until it came to the Parliament many people found this Bill to be a frightening issue that
they knew nothing about. There has been no denial by the Government of its lack of
consultation. That was shown by the Conservation Council, the People's Environment
Group in Perth and many other groups which testified to the committee. It should have
been given more time for consultation. I acknowledge what has been said about the
speed needed to get this through because people are waiting in the wings to put together a
company to start harvesting this bush. I cannot agree with Hon Ross Lightfoot about the
manner of setting up companies, although he has been in business for some time and he
may have a better understanding of these things. However, the Opposition has been
abused up hill and down dale about Government involvement in money mattens such as
that Hon Ross Lightfoot is putting together. That is not the direction in which I see this
place going. The State Government must take full control of this. If it were to be listed
on the stock exchange one would hope it would be brought into this place to be properly
debated, and not dealt with in a "time management" situation. This Chamber must
determine on such an important issue.
I agree this matter should be referred to a select committee, although I understand there
may be problems in establishing the committee. I believe the Minister will not accept the
proposal. If that is the case I sincerely hope he will look at the other proposal that has
been made. The Standing Committee on Government Agencies is a good committee; it
has conducted some thorough inquiries and it could do only good for it to look at this
matter and make recommendations. Whether this Chamber will accept those
recommendations is another matter. I again say, Sir, that it is disappointing the
Legislation Committee did not have more time to thoroughly examine the situation. I
take into account Dr Syd Shea's comment about the urgency of this matter. I again
commend the committee for a good job, though it had to work under adverse conditions
and a great deal of pressure.

Sitting suspended frorn 6.00 to 7.30 pm
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I commend the members of the Standing Committee on Legislation
who considered this Bill and reported. They were under a great deal of stress. I noticed
how tired everybody was. To see so many people in such a short time and to take in so
many new concepts must have been quite horrific for them.
Hon John Malden: Spending all chat time with Hon Ross Lightfoot wouldn't be that
good!
Hon J.A. SCOTT: One aspect of the Bill considered by the committee, but which did not
come forward in the report, is exemplified by the short title of the Bill. Although this is
called the Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill there is little in it to do
with conservation. I have looked through the Bill, the report, and the second reading
speech and there is very little about conserving the genetic stock of the State in its
pristine state or even preserving the many different types of flora that we have in this
State.

10067



Hon N.F. Moore: It is given that title because ir is an amendment to the Conservation
and Land Management Act.
Hon L.A. SCOTT: I understand that. However, the Bill does not reflect conservation
concerns. There is a great deal in the Bill about the exploitation of these plants in their
natural surroundings, but very little about their being taken from those natural
surroundings and cultivated. That is an important area that was missed by the committee.
To my mind, this Bill is a move away from the conservation ethic. In fact, I wonder why
CALM stopped looking at conservation and started looking at agriculture or horticulture.
That is my concern. There is a clear conflict of interest within the department in this
issue. The role of the department should be to manage the State's natural resources.
However, I believe that the further development of those resources beyond that point falls
outside the province of the department and the department's expertise. That worries me
because there is potential for the department to deal with very large international
companies with considerable expertise in genetic engineering. There is also a conflict
between the various types of production from our flora.
In relation to the smoke bush, there is nothing in this Bill about whether we are giving
away the rights of a gene strain or of the whole plant. There is a conflict of interest with
the smoke bush because it is also a horticultural product; it is used extensively in the
wildflower industry for horticultural purposes. Little emphasis has been placed on the
use of the flora outside its natural surrounds. We will have to consider amendments such
as those I will move, although I am aware that members have reached an agreement on
the way this Bill should be dealt with tonight. It is true that we need to be able to extract
the conocurvone from the smoke bush if it is a cure for AIDS. That is a very important
mission and it should not be underestimated. However, we are also talking about a
number of other developments that have occurred already in this State, for instance, with
the sterile red fungus which also has huge potential. It could be important to farners and
important in the control of dieback. There are many roles for that fungus which could
make it far more valuable than the conocurvone. The Bill will allow the development Of
these plants to be done elsewhere. Therefore, the State will lose any rights it has to the
development. We must be very careful that we do not overstep the mark. The Bill is nor
clear or concise enough in those directions.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: If you read the Bill in conjunction with the second reading speech
you will find that it is limited to the smoke bush. In broad terms, it does embrace those
other things you mentioned. However, if you read the second reading speech, it
specifically relates to the smoke bush.
Hon J.A. SCOflT: The unfortunate thing is that the second reading speech is not the Bill.
The Bill which we will end up with is the one passed in this House.
Hon George Cash: You have to read the Interpretations Act.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: There should not be lots of different interpretations and we should
make it clear that there are not lots of different interpretations, A Queen's Counsel has
looked at the Bill and particularly the first part which refers to the share fanning
arrangements and he has some doubts about the validity of that part of the Bill.
Obviously, there are problems with the Bill. It has not taken into account all the ethical
ramifications relating to genetic manipulation or the rights of the indigenous people, as
was pointed out by Rob Riley.
These real concerns should be taken into account as they fall within the provisions of the
biodiversity convention, If they are not taken into account, they will clash with that
convention. The provisions of this Bill should match with pre-existing agreements,
conventions, and current laws. We must be extremely careful when dealing with plants
such as smoke bush, that we isolate what rights are being given away - whether it is a
genetic strain or a range of different smoke bush varieties.
No quantities or limitations are mentioned in the Bill as a conservation imperative. No
safeguards are provided for t land from which the smoke bush will be taken. It could
be that endangered species exist side by side with the smoke bush, and that could cause a
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problem with the spread of dieback when genetic material is gathered. So many areas of
the Bill are deficient. It will not work. We should consider the Bill again and weigh it
up against the AIDS problem.
I am concerned about the lack of information to support the rush to push the legislation
through. We have been told that patents are in place at the same time as a biodiversity
convention exists which protects our plants from exploitation by other nations. This rush
to get the legislation through has not been explained. Some figures have been bandied
about. One suggestion is that millions of dollars can be made, but I have seen no
evidence to prove that anywhere near that amount will flow from this agreement; and we
do not know in whose name the patents will be taken out. Both the second reading
speech and the report of the Standing Committee on Legislation state that the National
Cancer Institute of the United States has patented a chemical compound called
conocurvone. I do not know whether that has been done with part of the plant or the
entire bush.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: They have not patented the plant. It is the process of extraction that
has been patented.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: That point has not been explained; neither has the arrangement
surrounding the process. We do not know what CALM must do to meet its side of the
bargain. What will CALM do as a recipient of the money? Where will the profits from
the arrangement go? We do not have that information. Before agreements such as this
are made it is important that we are all aware of the contents of the arrangements. The
further we delve into the subject, the more complicated it becomes, especially in light of
the fact that usually the process or the changed genetic material is patented - not the
plant - although in the United States I believe that plants have been patented. They have
even patented the blood of a South American tribe; so we are dealing with a complicated
issue which is not covered adequately by the Bill. Therefore, this legislation should go to
either a select committee or the Standing Committee on Government Agencies. If we do
not refer this legislation in that way, we will end up with an inadequate Bill. I am talking
not only about looking after every type of flowering plant but also about looking within
the groups of plants because there are many different genetic variations which we cannot
afford to lose. If we want to do the best for Western Australia we must remember that it
is the principal role of the Department of Conservation and Land Management to make
sure we do not lose our natural heritage. In the long run, OUr natural heritage will be our
greatest asset. We should bear in mind that our prime concern is to preserve our genetic
stock in its entirety. For instance, in plantations sometimes we have a situation where a
wide range of genetic types is not preserved. We sometimes have problems - for
instance, when the potato blight occurred the genetic base was too narrow. Attacks by
different types of moulds, fungi, and so on, could cause damage if we allowed the
situation to degenerate. The most fundamental aim of the Bill should be to preserve the
widest possible range of genetic stock in this State. I am wordied that we will not be able
to change the Bill to ensure that preservation. At the moment, the Bill contains no such
provision.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: You do not suggest that we hold up the AIDS cure?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No. but I am aware that we passed agreements through this place
recently on the Albany hardwood plantations. The arrangement allowed such things to
happen. We must also cake into account the other possibilities. We should not ignore the
possible problems. The sterile red fungus could save more lives than could be saved by
the AIDS vaccine. The projection is that the world population will be 90 billion in 30
years, and the problem will be to feed the world. Starvation will kill more people on his
planet than will AIDS. We must balance these aspects. I do not want to hold up the
AIDS vaccine, but at the same time I want the Bill to protect our genetic stack. We can
do that. I see no reason why we cannot make sure that both things happen. We could
win both ways. I have no intention of trying to stop people making money from an AIDS
vaccine. It is important that those who suffer from the disease are looked after. At the
same time we must protect these other resources. I emphasise once again that the
conservation imperative is being forgotten in this Bill and it should be provided for.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: In the short time I have been Leader of the Opposition more
people have traipsed to my door wanting to tell me about this Bill than for any ocher Bill.
They all had either concerns or wanted to give me new pieces of information. I started
from knowing very little, but in a sense, by osmosis, people gave me considerable
information and insight into this legislation. In response to Hon Ross Lightfoot, the
Opposition realises the seriousness of what the House is dealing with in this legislation.
Not only as an Opposition but as a Chamber we could be seen to be blocking a potential
cure for AIDS or experimenting with the likely outcome of the use of a range of our
plants for medicinal purposes in the future. We will not do that. I have been particularly
insistent today that our concerns in the Chamber be more about mechanisms for selling
and administering our native flora. It is a particularly important consideration. I have
always had concerns about - and do not believe this Bill has thoroughly investigated -
whether the Department of Conservation and Land Management, for example, is the
correct department to have control of that process. It could well be the Department of
Commerce and Trade, the Health Department, the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet,
or there may be a need for a new department. I do not have a fixed position; nonetheless,
it should be explored.
The issue has been made more complicated. I know the Bill has been on the Notice
Paper for about a month and I do not criticise the Government, but I understand from
talking to Sid Shea that the importance of this legislation has come to a head in recent
times and people have acted in a climate of urgency. To respond to all areas has been
very difficult bearing in mind the broadness of public concern - from those who have an
interest in the environment, those of Aboriginal origin or Aboriginal interest in this State
to those who have an interest in administrative law and want to ensure chat the processes
we develop are adequate. I am still of the view they are not sufficient to protect the
State's generic interests. However, one cannot take a far more esoteric argument about
administrative law and State interests and delay the passage of this legislation which has
enormous health consequences. Having sald that, I understand the Government will be
prepared to refer this Bill, when it becomes an Act, to a committee to consider the
various matters I and others have ralsed tonight. Although the Opposition is not
necessarily happy with every part of this Bill, on the basis that the Government is
prepared to do that and in the best interests of the State and probably beyond, the
Opposition will assist this evening as far as possible in allowing it to pass. That does not
in any way detract from the concerns I have raised. Bearing in mind the difficulties that
may be associated with the Assembly not being able to return, we must do this properly.
Even if we do it in the wrong order, that will bring about a better outcome than not doing
it at all.
In response to those who discussed this matter with me over dinner, we all appreciate the
seriousness of this but, to achieve a sensible outcome, we must come to some
compromise in the best interests of the communities of both Western Australia and
beyond. The Opposition supports this Bill, but with some reservations.
Hon N.E. MOORE: I thank members who made a contribution to what has been a little
like a second, second reading debate. However, as the Bill has been before the Standing
Committee on Legislation it makes sense to have a fairly lengthy discussion about it on
the short tide. Obviously and for the reasons that have been indicated, the Government is
anxious that the Bill be progressed because there are a number of matters which are
attended to in the Bill, not only conocurvone and the AIDS cure, but also the tree
plantations and the contracts dependent on clarification of the Government's position.
They are very important to the south west economy. However, the Government
acknowledged during the second reading speech that many members, not only on the
Opposition side but also on the Government side, had concerns. I was quite happy to
refer the Bill to the Standing Committee on Legislation. I thank those members who
gave me credit for doing that! Even though it was only for a week, chat was better than
nothing. It gave people an opportunity to realise the importance of the legislation and to
give us some ideas about its effects in the future.
There is a degree of urgency about passing the legislation. However, I take on board the
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comments made by members tonight. It is a new area of legislation and areas of concern
to people will need to be examined in some depth in the future. We will do that quickly.
As Hon John Halden suggested, the Government is prepared to consider the Act being
examined further by a committee. That is probably a good place for the rest of this
debate to be held rather than my retreading the deliberations of the Standing Committee
on Legislation and the arguments its members have put tonight. It would be
counterproductive to have legislation committees examine Bills and then discuss the
same old arguments again during the Committee of the Whole. I suggest the Act will be
best served by being examined again by the Standing Committee on Legislation. It was
suggested it may be referred to the Standing Committee on Government Agencies.
Having been a long serving member on that committee I am acutely aware that its
standing orders exclude its examination of Government departments. CALM is a
Government department. I do not want to create a situation where we will need to
consider standing orders before referring this Bill to that committee. A logical place to
send it is to the Standing Committee on Legislation. The committee has already had a
preliminary look at this legislation and, therefore, it is probably appropriate that it
continue the work it has started. Members of the committee made it clear tonight that
they did not have enough time. I acknowledge that; however, the urgency of the
legislation meant that that was as much time as was available. Following the third
reading of the Bill I will move that it be referred to the Legislation Committee for further
consideration and report. That will then enable those who believe they did not have
enough time to make their views about the Bill known and comment on issues raised by
the legislation.
I make one point clear: The suggestion that there was no consultation on this Bill is not
supported by the facts. The Bill has been through the Legislative Assembly, and in the
Legislative Assembly are the shadow Ministers for the Environment and Aboriginal
Affairs, and Bill Thomas who takes a big interest in these sorts of issues. The sorts of
concerns raised in this place were not raised in that forum. I understand that the
department has discussed the contents of the Bill with a number of members, including
Hon Jim Scott, other Independents, and the former Leader of the Opposition in the
Legislative Council, Hon Graham Edwards. That sort of briefing was made available to a
wide range of people quite some time before the Bill even came before Parliament.
Although there may not have been enough consultation in the broader community, it
cannot be argued with any success that people did not know what the Bill was about. I
make the point again that if the Opposition spokesman on environmental matters, Jim
McGinty, had any concerns, he would have raised them when the Bill was in the
Legislative Assembly. It is not as though he is not capable of getting across his point of'
view in the media.
I take on board the argument that much is to be gained from all points of view if this Hill
is further considered by the Legislation Committee, and I am happy to move accordingly.
The report of the Standing Committee on Legislation refers to the complex issues
contained in this Bill. It would be contraxry to that consideration if we were to amend the
Bill tonight, call back the Legislative Assembly this week, and whack the Bill through in
a couple of days to satisfy the requirements of the contract. Careful consideration of the
committee's report indicates that it argued for a long, in-depth analysis of the issues
raised. The question of whether die Assembly should sit again is irrelevant to the debate,
even though it may have been in the minds of members when they were considering the
matter during the standing committee's deliberations. It would make no difference
whether the Assembly came back. For the benefit of new members I indicate that it
makes no difference in this Chamber what the Assembly will do with respect to what we
may or may not do to amend legislation. For the sake of those who tried to make a point
about this matter earlier, I indicate to them also that when I was on the other side of this
Chamber for 10 years on many occasions at this time of the year the then Government
suggested to us that if we did not leave the Bill in its entirety, it would not be passed and
the Opposition would wear the odium that was attached to not passing the Bill in its
original form. It is not a question of one side of politics using this as a strategy; it is what
tends to happen at this time of year in the Legislative Council. If members in this place
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believe that legislation should be amended, it will be amended because that is the purpose
of this Chamber. The activities of the Legislative Assembly have no bearing on chat
process. I thank members for their contribution during debate on this clause.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 10 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon N.F. Moore (Minister for Education), and
passed.

Referral to Standing Conmziaee on Legislation
On motion by Hon N.F. Moore (Minister for Education), resolved -

That the Conservation and Land Management Amendment Act 1993 be referred
to the Standing Committee on Legislation for consideration and report.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 1)
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 9 December.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [8.06 pm]:
One could become cynical or paranoid and wonder whether in the dying days of the
Parliament it is not odd that Budget Bills are brought on, bearing in mind the scope of
debate which those Bills allow members. However, I am not that cynical. I understand
that the Government had legislation to be passed and that we now have an opportunity to
debate these Budget Bills. Considering the tiredness of some members, the Opposition
does not propose to take any liberty with the Budget Bills. We will make our points as
quickly as possible and, in tonight's proceedings, I hope within a reasonable time fr-ame.
The Opposition will not oppose the Budget. I and my colleagues on this side of the
House do not believe that it is appropriate for an upper House to oppose a Budget. We
would like to think that the convention is that Budgets are drafted by the Government of
the day and, if passed by the Assembly, should be scrutinised in this House, but not
defeated. There may well be from time to time, if the necessity arises, the possibility of
sending a message to the other House to reconsider a matter of some importance.
Tonight in a superficial way I will consider the Government's Budget for next year. This
first Budget of the new coalition Government has all the hallmarks of a coalition Budget
and of a first Budget after an election. The Budget did not contain many increases in
taxes and charges because everything that moved had been taxed prior to the Budget.
That is an old cick, and I cannot criticise the Government too vehemently for it.
However, those increases announced prior to the presentation of the Budget are in reality
part of that Budget. The Budget contained one of the features one would expect of the
first Budget of a coalition Government; that is, in spite of claims about keeping taxes and
charges to the barest minimum before the election, that did not happen. The people who
were hit hardest by this Budget were families and low income earners. The principal
Budget increases were in water and sewerage charges, which increased by approximately
50 per cent, and motor vehicle licence costs, on which the $50 levy was imposed. I
assume that premium or levy - whatever one calls it - was legal.
Hon Max Evans: It is legal and nobody has challenged it. I have my legal opinion.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: A couple of solicitors spoke to me about it.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: But you changed the terminology.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot interjected.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: Third party insurance increased by $42.80, and a further impact,
although not a direct one, was the change in die threshold for cornpensation payments to
the effect that people whose damages were assessed at less than $10 000 would receive
no compensation. At one stage we were threatened with a fuel tax levy, and if a Cabinet
minute had not fallen off the back of a truck, followed by the Minister insisting that no
such levy would be imposed, I am sure that one would have been imposed. It would have
been too embarrassing for the tax to be imposed alter the Minister's many denials.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: It may have fallen off the back of a mad truck.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It may well have done, but it did not fall off the back of a road
train! There was also the threat of an increase in land tax for properties outside the
central business district, but the Minister for Transport got back into the act when public
transport fares increased by an avenage of 18 per cent prior to the Budget. Unfortunately,
those increases were not equitable. Pensioners, students and those who live the furthest
distances from Perth carried the burden of those increased fanes. I understand the
simplicity of the theory that the further people live from Perth, the more fuel is used for
transporting them and, therefore, those passengers should pay more. However, the
increases in fares for pensioners and students, of approximately 42 per cent, were
excessive. I understand the necessity to increase the public contribution to public
transport. However, in essence the standard line always pushed was adopted by the
Minister that is, the simple bureaucratic solution, which is not always the simple
solution. The Minister should have looked at other ways of raising money. I recognise
the need to raise money and I am not critical of that aspect; however, if the Government
were serious about its public transport policy it would attempt to extend the hours of
service and increase the number of people using it. It must be recognised that during
peak hours the public transport system has a captive market. If the Government wanted
to encourage more people to use public transport, a good pricing policy might well be to
increase the fares during peak hours and maintain them at their current level in off-peak
hours. As a result, it would spread the number of people using the service over more
hours. I understand that complementary legislative and administrative arrangements
would be needed, and in that regard I refer to item 24 languishing on the Notice Paper.
which is a Bill under my name relating to parking in the CBD. The Government must
eventually do something about its parking policy. That means controlling it and
increasing the price. On that basis it could contain the number of people using public
transport in peak hours.
My recollection of Sydney and Melbourne is that parking charges are astronomically
more expensive than those in Perth. One of the problems in Perth is that it has an
enormous oversupply of purking bays. It has 50 per cent more than Adelaide and 80 per
cent more than Brisbane. It is essential that the Minister consider the integration of that
transport policy.
Hon Max Evans: Do you think if we close half the parking bays more people will use
public transport?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Parking bays are needed for people who visit the city for a few
hours, but those who wish to bring their cars into the city for their own convenience must
pay for that privilege sooner or later, and at a much higher rate than they now do.
Hon B.K. Donaldson: Restrictions could be imposed during peak hours. That is not a
bad idea.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: This matter relates not just to transport policy but also to health
and environmental policy. It is not so bad in a city the size of Perth, but eventually Perth
could have similar problems to those in Los Angeles.
Hon B.K. Donaldson: It has starred already.
Hon JOHN HALD)EN: In a city such as Los Angeles health and emission problems cost
the community a great deal, although they are not directly related to public transport.
Hon Max Evans: It is a lovely lifestyle though.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: I anm sure that Hon Max Evans has been to Los Angeles and
although ic is lovely -
Hon Max Evans: 1 am talking about Perth having a lovely lifestyle, not Los Angeles.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: In Comno, where I live, and South Perth there were once large
blocks but they are slowly disappearing as infill takes place.
Hon Max Evans: The local authority in South Perth should stop that infil.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The argument is being put forward and it is reaching that point.
It is necessary for the Government to manage its transport policy - whether pricing or
general transport - with far greater integration. It cannot be dealt with by a one-faceted
department because so many tentacles must be taken into consideration. Unless one can
get transport costs reasonably right - they will never be totally right - and unless the
policies are implemented reasonably well, it will affect not only transport but also a
number of other policy areas, financially and otherwise. I return to my original point:
Fare increases are the simple and easy way to go. Increasing fares is not as imaginative
as a policy to increase patronage.
Hon Max Evans: The more people travelling on buses, the more money will be lost.
Hon JOHN HAL.DEN: No.
Hon Max Evans: If you must put more buses out.
Hon JOHN 1-ALDEN: That is the definition, If more people are using the buses at off-
peak periods, revenue will be increased. Currently the buses travel with three to five
passengers. I was talking to somebody from Transperth the other day about the use of
public transport on the weekend. I was told that the northern railway line is becoming a
tourist attraction as people in the northern suburbs take a day jaunt to Fremantle.
Returning to pricing policy, an attractive policy would be to encourage people to use the
same number of trains; in that way the number of trains is not increased. The trains are
running anyway empty or full, and it must be better to run the trains full. I am sure the
Minister for Finance will say that the cost of running the trains and paying the debt is so
significant that it must be taken into account. However, people will pay for public
transport if it is a system they use and regard it as value for money. That may mean that
people pay more either directly or indirectly.
I read a recent study regarding the situation in Munich. Apparently that city has one of
the best transport systems in Europe, probably the world. People contribute a higher
perentage of their income through taxation to transport. However, by doing so they
have a very good, comfortable and reliable system which runs frequently. People are
prepared to pay for it as they see the benefit. The requirement for the private motor
vehicle falls away significantly through access to reasonable suburban transport.
Hon Max Evans: Think of all the cars going off the road and the losses in fuel tax. That
money is used to build roads and to finance Transperth.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is an interesting point. Taxation can be applied in various
ways. However the political consideration comes into play. We will never reach Hon
Max Evans' point of having no cars on the road. People in Munich are prepared to pay
for a system which they appreciate. They pay predominantly indirectly through taxation
rather than fares. This is not regarded as such a burden as the tax can be associated with
the service. Another alternative would be not to have a public transport system and to
rely on the motor car. If Munich had the same ratio of private cars per head that we have
in this country, the system would become a Congested mess. The figures released
yesterday or the day before suggest that Western Australia has six cars to every 10
people. That would not be possible in a city with a great population density.
Hon Max Evans: I have five cars for two people. I can understand that ratio!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I can say nothing about that, Max.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! I ask members not to dispense
with all the conventions of the House and to address members in the correct manner.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: I did not abuse the Minister at all. The names I have been using
are better than some I have thought of from rime to time! I am pleased that Hon Max
Evans has five cars, although I do not know how he drives them all at once.
Hon Max Evans: With difficulty.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I have wandered a little too far from my original point in this
wide ranging debate. The bureaucratic solution to these problems tends to be simple in
releasing a new price structure. However, a pricing policy can be used as policy to
increase patronage and achieve ocher ends in the transport field.
Prior to the Budget the conservative Government took action which we all suspected it
would;, namely, it reduced the number of blue collar workers in the public sector in this
State. This was done at Robb Jetty, the Midland Workshops, Homeswest and the
Building Management Authority. The process is now being undertaken with school
cleaners and gardeners. Bearing in mind what was said during the election campaign
about the hospital linen service and State Print, those areas must be under some threat. I
understand that proposals are now being considered for the future of the linen service. I
am sure that a number of other areas are being considered by the Government in this
regard.
Hon Max Evans: Are you going to give me some ideas? I am all emr.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I couid suggest a few, but I will do so outside this place.
Without wanting to put great claim to it, a cursory glance at the Budget, and comments 1
have heard, lead me to understand that although a reduction has occurred in blue collar
workers, a growth has occurred in white collar workers in the management and
administrative areas of the public sector. That is a problem that Government often races.
Hon Max Evans: The private sector has the same problem. I do not disagre-e with you.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The problem is that the Government is cutting staff at one end,
and chose doing the cutting advocate a need for more staff to contract out the work and
other such duties. The net effect of this policy direction is to dissipate the gains; it is
literally taking people from one end and putting them at the other end. Also, the wage
differential comes into play.
Hon Max Evans: The supervisors cost more.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That dissipates the advantage the Government wanted to achieve.
I am not saying I necessarily agree with the decisions made by the Government to reduce
the blue collar work force. One of the tragedies was with the BMA lawnmowing service,
which was under some threat or review when we were in Government.
Hon Bob Thomas: It was never a threat to anyone.
lion JOHN HALDEN: There was a significant turnover. There was a review. As I
understand it, and using the criteria that the Minister for Education uses about school
cleaners - private sector standards - the gardening sector of the BMA -

H-on Sam Piantadosi: Yes; that is so.
Hon JOHN H-ALDEN: - exceeded private sector standards and it has been obliterated.
Hon Max Evans: It is still there.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: No. A number of staff have been lost. All the work is basically
contracted out now.
Hon Max Evans: Since when?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It was part of the general reduction.
Hon Max Evans: 1 do not think that is right. I made a speech all about it.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: I can stand corrected but I am sure that section has been
disbanded; there may be remnants of it remaining.
Hon Max Eva 'ns: Those guys have stopped doing all the small gardens at the police
stations. They just do the schools.
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Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is one area where it was shown that there could be
significant improvements in the efficiency and productivity of public sector blue collar
workers. If it is true, as I understand it, that service has been disbanded, it is a great
tragedy. It was based on production and people had a commitment to it.
In the transport area, it was a much more difficult proposition for the stevedoring
business units at the Fremantle Port Authority to become efficient and cost neutral in the
short term. The'business units were established within the Fremanule Port Authority to
limit the losses, to achieve efficiencies and to engender a concept of more business
oriented programming and the like. Generally I do not have any problem with that. The
tragedy was that, having established it, within six months it had been disbanded. It took
two months to get it to work; two months after that it was being reviewed; and two
months later it had been totally disbanded. That sort of policy cannot be contemplated.
W.c should start out being honest with people by saying that it is not wanted because it
cannot work effectively. It is tokenism to give an organisation six months to turn around
what was an annual $lm-plus loss.
Hon Max Evans: What period of six months was it over, during your Government or our
Government?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Basically it was during the coalition Government's time. It may
well have been started by the then Labor Government but the six months was during the
period of the present Government. The planning and the break-up occurred during our
term in office. It is not a political thing; it is a management-administration thing. If we
are to go down that path, we must give employees the opportunity to make it work and
plan it a lot better than was the case with the stevedoring unit. I am quite critical of that.
People in the business unit made a commitment to making it work but that commitment
cannot be sustained if, within four months of the project starting up, it is reviewed with a
view to closing it down.
One of the problems at the Midland Workshops at the moment is that once a closing
point has been announced - and even if it has not been announced but it has been made
clear that it will close - productivity of the place goes through the floor. I do not think
workers can be blamed for that. We cannot demand commitment when we know there is
no point of operation past a certain date. Not wanting to make cheap political points, I
say that Governments of all political persuasions will have difficulties in this rea.
Governments must be on their toes in those areas. If they are not, we will have
government by bureaucracy without any policy direction of the Government of the day.
Whether we agree with the policy, at least there is a belief the bureaucracy should be
implementing Government policy and the Government should be accountable for it,
rather than somebody who is not elected implementing that person's own policy.
I was referring to the Transport portfolio, which I should not have done given my views
on the matter. The Government should review the removal of funding for family support
and domestic violence programs. I have heard some of the quite inane comments by the
Minister for Community Development. He is not across that portfolio- He does not
understand the concepts and problems; but I hope that he will with more experience. I
think his lifestyle has been very different from the issues he may be facing as the
Minister for Community Development.
The Government pulled a very smart shonky deal and then got itself into difficulty when
it promised to provide 800 police officers for the State in the four years when it was to be
in Government, and this year proceeded to provide none. If the Government is not
generous next year, in Western Australia we will see the lowest per head of population to
police ratio in the nation. There should also be criticism of the Minister for Education for
abandoning the extension of the school program for five year olds.
Hon N.F. Moore: I did not have any money. If you could tell me where I could get the
money from, I would do it.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: It was a priority and we were able to implement the first year of
that program.
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H-on N .F. Moore: You were not; you spent more than you budgeted for by a long shot.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I still think -
Hon N.F. Moore: Itris pretty embarrassing asking for more money when you overspent
your budget by $6m.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: There is a difference between $6m and Sib.
Hon N.F. Moore: I do not dispute that. Read the Barbara Scott report; it is very good.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I will take that on board. I do not want to get into a great debate
with the Minister for Education. The reduction in the Ministry of Education's capital
spending will cause problems in the longer term, although I am sure that the Minister will
provide me with the standard answer.
Hon N.F. Moore: I will read your school renewal program.
Hon JOH-N HALDEN: I think the Minister should and we will have a chat about that one
day. It is much more comprehensive than the one that the Minister might be adopting at
this moment.
Hon N.F. Moore: Nothing got renewed.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon J0OHN HALDEN: We can talk about that outside the Chamber. I gave a
commitment to the House that we would not draw out this debate. I have already
expended my speaking time in this matter. I am getting all sorts of signals.
Hon Max Evans: You have another two minutes left.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: I am doing a Minister for Health: I am giving you another 10
minutes; but I am giving me another 45.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon JOHN HALDEN: There are significant areas of concern within the Budget in its
consequences for future years. I have tried to concentrate on a couple of issues in the
transport area. Budgets are for Governments to make. They are also for Governments to
try to get out of in future years as they must manage the problems that they create - and
this Budget will create problems. As I said at the beginning, it is not for this House to
block Budgets. The Opposition will support it.
HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan) 18.39 pm]: Hon John Halden spoke
about transport. I will continue in that vein and raise the aspect of road transport which is
of great significance in my electorate. I intended to speak for three hours, which would
have given me one hour on each of Orders of the Day Nos 2, 3 and 4. However,
notwithstanding the demand of Hon John Halden that I do so, I intend to speak briefly in
accordance with the brief given to me by my colleagues in the Chamber.
Hon Max Evans: We want quality, not quantity.
Hon N.D. GRIFFIT-S: This side of the Chamber merely has quality and lacks quantity,
but in three years' time we trust we will change sides and have quantity added to our
quality and that our new members will also be quality members.
The issue of road trains is significant because it involves consideration of road safety.
Those of us who have lived in Western Australia for many years know the Police
Department constantly raises the question of road safety at Christmas time. It is a time of
great relevance because of the travel patterns of Western Australians who are on
holidays. People travel longer, faster, and, regrettably, after imbibing. In this context the
issue of road train passages through the metropolitan area, particularly that part of
metropolitan area in my seat, is extremely relevant. I noted in answer to question 1144
the Minister for Transport said, among other things -

I am advised by the Main Roads Department that the Police Department has
recently indicated that it does not have any objection to road trains entering the
metropolitan area provided safety issues are. properly addressed.
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The fundamental issue with respect to moad trains is whether the safety issues are properly
addressed. Hon Sam Pianradosi indicated to me he has great interest in road trains, and I
am obliged to him for his comments. I note that in his Budget speech he may also deal
with moad trains. In that context I propose to give him two and three-quarter hours of
speech notes and trust he will condense them to a degree. If he does not, I am sure he
will forgive me if I absent myself from the Chamber albeit very briefly on parliamentary
business, of course. Hon Alannab MacTiernan has also expressed an interest in road
trains. She will carry on from where Hon Sam Piantadosi finishes in dealing with this
issue, which has risen quite properly in the context of this Budget debate.
The Royal Automobile Club has expressed concerns about road trains and safety. It is
concerned about road trains passing through metropolitan areas. Truck drivers who have
experience in driving road trains have expressed to me their concern that this is not
appropriate. Hon Sam Piantadosi points out by way of interjection that truck drivers who
are concerned about the passage of road trains through the metropolitan area have also
raised the matter with him - albeit in a short conversation of some three minutes.
Notwithstanding that the question of road trains has also been a matter of great concern
in one of the local authorities in the East Metropolitan Region, which I proudly represent,
namely the Shire of Swan.
The shire has passed a number of resolutions and has discussed road trains on a number
of occasions. The Shire of Swan wrote me a letter dated 6 December 1993 pointing out
that its position on road trains was reconsidered on 1 November 1993, and it provided an
attachment of the resolution from its meeting on 22 September 1993. The shire pointed
out that it totally opposed the proposals for road train trials on Great Northern Highway
on the information then provided to it. The shire is still totally opposed to road trains, but
notes the Government is insisting that the road train trials proceed and essentially it says
it will wear it for six months.
I am advised by Hon Kim Chance, through Hon Sama Piantadosi, that if I speak for much
longer on this subject, which is of great importance to my electorate, Hon Kim Chance
proposes to speak for nine seconds. I intend to be in the Chamber while that speech
commences, but I do not think I will have sufficient time to leave. I also note that
Hon Kim Chance has the Opposition's view of the guillotine, which seems to be at odds
with what we have expressed on occasions over the past few days.
Hon Mi. C&iddle interjected-
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: Hon Murray Criddle enters the debate. It is always a pleasure to
hear him and Hon Murray Nixon, who represent the Agricultural Region. In doing so
they perhaps join with Hon Eric Chariton, who is the prime proponent of road trains
through the metropolitan area, as we understand it at the behest of the Road Transport
Association. Kalgoorlie had an experience with road trains. I will read from an article in
"The Road Patrol" August/ September 1993 under the heading, "A Country Case Study"
which states -

In Kalgoorlie-Boulder last year road train usage of residential streets inflamed the
community to such an extent that truck routes were blockaded until an alternative
could be found.

I am not suggesting that residents of East Metropolitan Region engage in such activity,
but it is evidence of just how this issue can cause people great concern.
Hon N.F. Moore: You should do some research. Their concerns are properly founded.
You must look at what they are carrying to see why they got upset.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I am most obliged to Hon Norman Moore for his interjection
because at a later stage in this Parliament I propose to speak on road trains at greater
length. This evening I am introducing matters pertaining to it. In the time that I propose
to take up I will not develop matters of argument which are significant and will require a
reasonable amount of time. I propose to deal With road trains in Kalgoorlie, subject of
course to what Hon Mark Nevill may wish to say on that subject, because as we all know
he very ably represents the Mining and Pastoral Region and has a more profound
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knowledge of road trains in Kalgoorlie than I could ever hope to achieve, bearing in mind
the many years of service he has provided to that area - as has Hon Norman Moore.
Hon H.P. Moore: They were carrying very dangerous substances.
Hon Sam Piantadosi:. Hon Norman Moore is cutting into the member's precious time.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order!
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I am trying to honour my brief to my colleagues in the
Opposition.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I was calling to order unruly elements from both sides.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: Mr Deputy President, I have a guilty conscience. I am sure I
have done things which you have chosen in your wisdom to ignore. I thought you were
catching up with me at this late stage of sitting.
The matters were raised in some length in a study of the practicality of allowing double
bottom road trains into metropolitan Perth. The final report of that study was published
in August 1990. It is referred to by those who deal with the subject as the Pearson report
and it deals with why road trains in urban areas conflict with safety. To deal with the
matter in any manner which would do it justice, frankly, would require a considerable
amount of time. I ask members, if they have the opportunity, to read the document
because in 1994 - subject to what other items are on the agenda - it is my intention to deal
with road trains at some length. That is because the passage of road trains through
metropolitan Western Australian - which in practicality means through my electorate for
the most part, although parts of the South Metropolitan Region will also be affected - is
very unsafe. It is not something that occurs anywhere else in Australia. The only other
urban area where it takes place is in Darwin where road trains use a straight road away
from residential areas.
I propose to leave the issue of road trains at this stage, because I note that Hon Kim
Chance is getting to his feet. I trust members will read the Pearson report and the
subsequent document prepared by the Main Roads Department which purports to be a
summary of (he Pearson report. It can be argued that the Pearson report, as an analysis, is
fundamentally flawed in that, insofar as it suggests safety considerations can be met, it is
relying on the American experience. However, the American experience is different
from that which is being proposed in Western Australia in that ie American road train is
substantially different from the road train that is used in Western Australia. At this stage,
there is no evidence that could lend support to the proposition that road trains should go
through the metropolitan area.
It has been said by many that the trials currently taing place are a sham and that the
expenditure of money to alter sections of roads and on traffic lights would probably have
been spent in any event and has nothing whatsoever to do with the road train trials. I
note that Hon Kim Chance is ready to rise and in rising he lowers the blade on my neck.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [8.54 pml: I do not think I will respond to the
comments by Hon Nick Griffiths except to say that they are grossly unfair! After having
taken careful note of the time, I wish to raise two matters; the first a health matter, and
specifically expenditure on health in rural and regional areas, and the second a road
funding matter.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: And now for something completely different!
Hon KIM CHANCE: And now for something completely different, as Hon Alannak
MacTiernan suggested. During the term of this Government and the term of the new
Minister for Health, Hon Peter Foss, we have seen considerable changes occur in respect
of health delivery generally, but nowhere else has that change in policy been so evident -
Hon Bob Thomas: As in Northampton.
Hon KIM CHANCE: -or drawn so much controversy as in country areas and a number
of places including, as Bob Thomas has pointed out, Northampton. They have also
occurred at Kellerberrin and to some extent at Gnowangerup, Kojonup and Bunbury
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where there has been very strong resistance to the changes introduced or proposed to be
introduced by the Minister for Health. I do nor oppose a of the changes which the
Health Minister is bringing about. I believe he is attempting to address a problem which
is common throughout Australia; that is, a problem of increasing demand for the medical
dollar and a declining capacity to meet that demand. It is a problem that I have
acknowledged before and it is one that we really need to take very seriously. I think we
are trying to solve it in the wrong way. We should be looking at the problem of
deficiencies in medical funding as something that will continue because one of the few
things that will get more expensive in real terms is health care and there is a very good
reason for that.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson interjected.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I have never pondered that because 1 think there is a more
technical reason for it, but Hon Derrick Tomlinson may have- a point. The point I was
going to make was that the costs associated with public services which are related to
engineering tend to get cheaper in real terms every year because of advances in
engineering technology. However, the reverse is true in medicine, except to some extent
some procedures do become cheaper because of technology. That is true in the area of
endoscopic surgery. Generally speaking, advances in technology have made medical
services more expensive. I think I have given the example on an earlier occasion that
20 years ago a heart bypass was regarded as a surgical procedure which would occur in
only very rare circumstances. It certainly was not a common procedure. Today it has
become extremely common. Even though the costs in real terms of heart surgery may
have decreased with better technology, the fact is that the technology has made the
procedure available to many more people. It is worthwhile surgery because it adds
perhaps 20 years of high quality life to a patient -

Hon Derrick Tomlin son: Five.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Hon Derrick Tomlinson suggests it is only five. I think he is
wrong. Many patients, particulary those who have heart bypass surgery in middle age
rather than in later life, have their quality life time extended by some 20.years or more.
That is a worthwhile thing. However, there is no way on earth that we can say that we
can achieve that service without a cost. It is time we recognised that health care will
probably go on costing us more and more and we must be realistic as legislators and not
run away every time the public say to us that we cannot tax them any more. I believe
there is a just case for increased taxation for health care.
Hon Max Evans: We will quote you next year.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I hope the Minister for Finance will because I believe in it quite
strongly. I do not believe the Federal Government has bitten the bullet in respect of
health care. I believe it has been quite cowardly in that respect. Hon George Gear, who
is currently the Minister assisting the Federal Treasurer, has suggested that there should
be a substantial increase in the Medicare levy. I supported him then and 1 support him
now- Until we get on and do that, we will be fiddling around the edge and we will see, as
we have seen in some persons' perceptions, a reduction in the quality of health care in
those areas most sensitive.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Or more realistically, a rationing rather than a reduction.
Hon KIM CHANCE: Hon Derrick Tomlinson has greater power over the English
language than 1. However, in the context in which I use the word, I believe "reduction" is
a better word than "rationing", although both words can mean the same thing in that
context. Unfortunately, the likelihood of that rationing or reduction occurring in those
more sensitive areas will be greater in those areas which I and my fellow members of the
Agricultural Region represent.
There is some hope that those members who represent even the more remote regions will
not be under the same pressure by the rationalisation of services simply because the
distance between health care facilities is so great it will be impossible to reduce it further
with any safety. The problem in the Agricultural Region is that historically our medical
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facilities have been close together, and it has been difficult far us over the years to defend
the continuation of all the services. There is an answer to that and, time permitting, I will
speak briefly on that point.
However, concern has been expressed about the Kellerberrin Memorial Hospital and the
continuation of its level 3 delineation which enables the hospital to carry out general
anaesthesia. It is a matter we must address seriously because it affects not only that
hospital. I can name one other hospital that is undergoing the sanme difficulties - that is,
Harvey hospital - but a number of those acute care eight bed model hospitals are under
the same pressure. Communities where this is occurring are understandably extremely
worried, not only about whether the theatre has a future but also whether the hospital has
a future. It is fair to say that while Kellerberrin is a much smaller centre than nearby
Merredin, which has an active theatre now, historically many more surgical procedures
have been carried out in Kellerberrin than in Merredin because Kellerberrin has been
regarded, ever since I was a child, as the surgical centre for the region. The first surgeon
that I can remember was Dr McMahon, and at that stage 1 was four or five years old.
Until 1991 Kellerberrin had an unbroken run of resident surgeons, and it developed a
very good reputation as an area for theatre procedures - one not normally expected in a
shire of some 1 500 people. If(I went into the matter in great depth, I could show that the
situation at Kellerberrin could be classed as contentious. I could challenge the Minister
about a number of his statements which seem to be contrary to the facts. Because of the
lateness of the hour and the fact that the Minister and I have agreed to meet privately to
thrash out this issue - with Hon Murray Criddle - I will not raise that matter in any great
detai now. However, I am concerned that some of the information provided by the
Minister, in good faith and relying on the integrity of his department, has probably not
been of the quality with which the Minister's very high standards would equate.
In the week before a visit to the Kellerberrin hospital by Ms Bennett on 28 October, the
hospital board was first advised that no general anaesthesia would be available in
Kellerberrin. I emphasise that that was the week prior to 28 October this year. That
stands in stark contrast to the assurances given by the Minister that the decision was
made to downgrade the Kellerberrin theatre to delineation level 2, at which general
anaesthesia cannot be performed. I have referred to the papers tabled by the Minister.
They do not establish that fact. The newsletter "On track" refers to a report issued by the
hospital utilisation steering committee which made a number of proposals. The
proposals were published in an in-house newsletter of the central wheatbelt region. No
suggestion was made in the article that they were anything but proposals; certainly no
suggestion was made that the proposals had the support of the Government of the day. I
do not want to press the matter too far because, in some ways, it would be a matter of
point scoring, But I maintain that the previous Government did not make that decision,
although I acknowledge a proposal was made by the central wheatbelt health region
during the term of the last Government. The relevant point, without being particularly
contentious, is that if the decision was made in 1991 it seems strange that neither the
hospital board, the shire council nor the members of the hospital utilisation steering
committee who represent the region - at least those I have spoken to - seemed to know
about the decision. Members of the hospital board assured me that they did not know
about the decision until mid October 1993. I will leave that matter there, because it
relates to something I hope to discuss with the Minister next week. The Minister has
indicated he will support the institution of a needs analysis survey of Kellerberrin
hospital, and other hospitals in the region. I will be pleased to support that. I am very
keen - and I gave notice of this during question time - that part of the terms of reference
of the needs analysis survey should include specifically the theatre at the Kellerberrin
hospital because of the significance that theatre has had for the region over many years.
Unfortunately for the Minister for Transport, I doubt if I will get to moad funding because
I have gone over my time on this matter. But, on a more positive note, I will be putting
to the Minister for Health a suggestion which provides a greater future for hospitals like
that at Kellerberrin - particularly those that have an operating theatre and one which is in
very good condition; that is, many of the surgical procedures carried out currently in non-
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teaching hospitals in the metropolitan rea - some of which are not life- threaten ing -
could well be catered for in a theatre such as the one at Kellerberrin. The procedures are
not life-threatening; nonetheless they are necessary, particularly those in the ear, nose and
throat speciality. The aftercare is not difficult, but they are the types of procedures that
are put oft, and put onto a waiting list. Some of the waiting lists for elective surgery can
extend to nine or 10 months, and that kind of surgery can be performed in hospitals like
Kellerberrin hospital. There are good economic reasons for that argument. It is not a
question of forcing people to make a choice of going to the country to undergo those
operations but if people were faced with a choice of waiting nine or 10 months to have a
procedure performed at, say, Swan District, Osborne Park or Kalamunda, or virtually
going immediately to Kellerberrin which, after all, is only a couple of hours out of the
metropolitan area, many would take the option of going straight to Kellerberrin. This
proposal has significant precedent, particularly in respect of Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital which carries out the vast bulk of orthopaedic surgery for our part of the world
as well as for the Goldfields-Esperance region. There is virtually no waiting list for
major orthopaedic surgery, including hip and knee replacements, for people in the area -
and, incidentally, for people in the metropolitan area who want to avail themselves of that
service. That situation promises a bright future for the hospitals that are capable of doing
that work. The only impediment to providing the service is finding a way to encourage
visiting specialists to travel to country hospitals. I support the Bill.
HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) [9.10 pm]: In supporting the
Budget Bills it is appropriate to draw to the Government's attention some concerns
regarding domestic violence. Over the past week the Opposition has asked questions of
the Minister for Transport, in his capacity representing the Minister for Community
Development, about funding for domestic violence counselling programs. The Minister
for Community Development in the other place is showing a great deal of ineptitude in
his response to domestic violence. I heard that in a press release he issued some weeks
ago one of the lines went something like, "If men just loved their wives there would be
no need for domestic violence counselling". That would be nice but out there is a real
world.
Hon Sam Piancadosi: Women should love their husbands.
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: That is true, but the predominance of violence is
committed by men against women and children. I remind Hon Sam Piantadosi that this is
a very serious matter. As a society and as a Government, we must respond to the
situation.
Hon Sam Piantadosi interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order!
Hon E..J. Chariton: The Minister for Community Development didn't mean that in a
critical way, did he?
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: He was dismissing the issue. Much evidence has been
gathered which should have invoked a much more serious response than that given by the
Minister.
Over the past few years I have had contact with various police officers who have had to
respond co domestic violence incidents. One police officer responded to the Minister's
remarks as I did; that is, it would be nice in the real world. He gave an example of a
domestic violence incident where he had to apprehend a man who was shooting pellets
from a shotgun into his wife's backside all the time yelling that he loved her. It is not
good enough that our police officers should attend incidents like that without the proper
legislation in place to allow them to apprehend offenders.
During the Estimates debate in this House, Hon Bruce Donaldson said that society was
seeing a continual break-up of families and added pressure was being put onto the
department and private sector agencies. He asked whether the Acting Chief Executive
Officer of the Department of Community Development saw that trend as a problem with
funding and the forward estimates. The reply from the Acting Chief Executive Officer
was -
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We are finding there has been an increase in demand for a whole range of
services being offered by the department. Out of home and alternative care has
increased, services to four year olds have gone up, and domestic violence
allegations and calls to the crisis care unit have gone up. That is ample proof that
there is a problem in the community.

He also said -
The community must somehow traslate same of its resources into the front end,
into preventing people from getting to the back end of the system. Obviously that
is not easy and when one goes into our offices and talks to people about the need
for more preventive work, more education, more work with communities and
families in their own preservation, our officers say "That is great in theory, but
people are coming in the door and the telephone is ringing". There is an
obligation on the Government and the executives of the organisation to maintain a
balance, because if we do not the figures will increase. It is not easy.

I acknowledge that it is not easy. However, it is an issue where much research has been
done. We should not wait any longer to fund chose preventive programs and the
counselling services needed in this area. I also participated in the Estimates Committee
debates and asked the Acting Chief Executive Officer about grants made to the
Centrecare counselling program for both victims and perpetrators of violence, Waratah
Support Service for counselling for victims of domestic violence, Starick House
Women's Refuge, Marnia Jarndue and Geraldton Sexual Assault Referral Centre. They
were funded to the end of this year; that is, to 31 December 1993. Still the Minister has
not announced whether those grants will continue.
During the Christmas-New Year period domestic violence incidents escalate. It is now
16 December and that funding is still to be announced. I wonder how people who are
seeking help as a result of domestic violence over the Christmas-New Year period will
cope. We all underestimate the role those agencies play in assisting people who are in
crisis - they do it on a shoestring. I am currently on boards of management for other
non-government sector organisations and I know they work very hard and on very little
resources.
One of the significant findings of the Family and Community Commission chaired by
Mrs Ruth Reid, the wife of the late Governor of Western Australia, was the escalation of
domestic violence throughout the community and the need for funding of preventive and
counselling programs. As a community we must combine to do more to educate each
other that domestic violence is not acceptable in our society. The other area in which an
inquiry of great depth was conducted some years ago was the Commonwealth
Government's National Agenda for Women. One of the major findings of that inquiry
was that more attention should be paid to finding solutions to the increasing incidence of
domestic violence. As a result, the Prime Minister formed a national domestic violence
(ask force which has had input from all the Stares. However, from what I can understand,
since this Government was elected and the current Minister took up his position this State
has moved away from that cooperative approach to domestic violence.
Another example of the Minister disagreeing with the Commonwealth was felt by a
number of non-government sector agencies about two weeks ago when he held a meeting
with them on the International Year of the Family. From what I can understand, the
Minister was quite proud of the fact that he had upset the non-government sector by
saying he did not feel that Western Australia should participate with the Commonwealth
in the United Nations International Year of the Family but that Western Australia should
go it alone. He was heard to say that the Commonwealth was not about keeping families
together, but about helping them break up. I take real exception to that because I do not
believe the Commonwealth is in the business of helping families break up. It is in the
business of helping people who are living in violent relationships to get out of them,
through assisting to bring a decent and safe lifestyle to the families. The majority of
supporting parents in society are women. As a supporting parent I can vouch for the fact
that it is not easy for a woman to bring up children on her own. None of us wants that to
be the case; nevertheless, it is.
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The final point I make is that when the Labor Government was defeated in February this
year it was almost ready to bring into Parliament a legislative response to the incidence
of domestic violence within the community. Now almost 12 months down the track from
the defeat of the Labor Government, the Minister for Community Development is still to
bring in the coalition Government's domestic violence legislation. I know that it is on
the agenda, but I have no idea how adequate that legislation will be. A number of people
in the community are seeking to assist people who are in trouble. I know of a northern
suburbs group which has been seeking funding to assist people in the northern suburbs to
better cope with the incidence of domestic violence. I am told that there is a great deal of
support from the police in that area for such a facility. One of the biggest problems
facing police at the moment is that their ability to cope with domestic violence is
inadequate. They need the assistance of a strong domestic violence package of
legislation to help people within the community. It is high time the Minister for
Community Development got his act together to ensure that strong domestic violence
legislation is put in place next year, and that it is adequately funded.
HON SAM PIANTADOSI (North Metropolitan) [9.22 pm]: Seeing as four minutes of
my time was shanghaied by Hon Cheryl Davenport, I will keep my remarks brief.
A Government member: Don't get violent.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: No, I will not get violent, but I can very well understand at
times the pressures men are put under by some of their colleagues. It happens in this
place and it certainly sparks a bit of anger from them whenever we question some of their
motives. They belt us around the head on all occasions. We just had evidence of that
occurring here.
Hon Cheryl Davenport: Only verbally.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I agree with some of the comments made by Hon Cheryl
Davenport about domestic violence. It is not all directed at women; many men are
victims too. However, nobody seems to push the cause for men. We tend to be the
forgotten group of people.
Hon Cheryl Davenport: You can do your own thing.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: That is not fair!
I would like the Minister and the Government to consider the area of trade in the future.
if we are to spark a recovery in Western Australia extra funds must be generated by the
Department of Commerce and Trade, even though it does a reasonable job. In its work
with Austrade it has been able to secure a number of new markers for Western Australian
businesses. We must now secure those markets. We must be in the marketplace to
participate and get that slice of the cake. The Minister would support my comments on
that matter. Trade people in Western Australia will have a new logo next year targeting
South East Asia. They are to be commended for that initiative. With that comes the
requirement for resources. Opportunities exist and the State must do whatever is possible
as a priority. The more we are able to sell, the more money we can bring into Western
Australia, the more opportunities we will be able to afford for a number of other people,
especially in the employment sector.
The other area I would like the Government to consider, especially in the next Budget, is
directed to the inister with no money, Hon Norman Moore; namely, sport. Whether the
money is for education or for sport, it seems he has been unlucky that the former
Government overspent the money before he got there!
Hon N.F. Moore: Like three years in advance!
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Mr Moore will have the opportunity next year of securing
some of those funds. He knows very well that Western Australia is breaking into the
South East Asian soccer competition, and is participating in the Singapore league, which
will extend its competition from next year to include Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and a
number of other countries which are major trading partners in the region. The Minister
and I have discussed the facilities for soccer in this State on many occasions. The soccer
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representatives would like to discuss with the Minister the possibility of securing a few
dollars for an adequate stadium. It is a bit embarrassing that the Western Australian
soccer players can participate in South East Asia in a stadium that holds approximately
50 000 people, yet we are struggling to get a stadium that may hold 5 000 or 6 000 people
here. The skills of Western Australian soccer players are more than a match far their
Asian counterparts. However, we are not in the race with our facilities. That tends to
lend a bit to the image of Western Australia and how our trading partners will see us in
the future. Soccer is very much part and parcel of life in South East Asia. If trade and
sport can be combined, as the Asian countries do, we could certainly reap the rewards on
both counts.
HON P.R. LIGHTFOOT (North Metropolitan) [9.27 pmn]: None of Hon Sam
Piantadosi's colleagues is in the Chamber at the moment, so I thought it safe to
congratulate him on keeping to his word and speaking briefly. It would be a good lesson
for some of the Ministers in this place to emulate Hon Sam Piantadosi's veracity with
respect to the time he said he would take when he first got to his feet. However, I am not
prepared to commit myself to speaking briefly or to allocate any time.
I take a broad view of investment in Western Australia. I am somewhat distressed that
three quarters of the people in this million square miles live in Perth or its suburbs, and I
look outside that for a less parochial view to see what we can do for this State so that
there is more balance. No question exists that the vast majority of the rainfall that falls in
this State falls in the top half, whereas the population live largely in the bottom half of
the State. That situation must be redressed. Until we take a broad view about allocating
incentives to attract people to the northern parts of the State, we must consider other
means of rectifying the situation and take the stress from the environment and the
facilities which operate in Perth by looking to the hinterland for its development. Two
initiatives warrant some commendation tonight: The first is the proposed gas pipeline
from the north west town of Karratha through the iron ore fields of Mt Newman, Wiluna,
Leinster, Leonora and Menzies to Kalgoorlie, and south of Kalgoorlie to infrastructure
that already exists. If it were possible for that development also to have the capacity to
generate gas fired electricity within the general environment of Kalgoorlie, the
decentralisation of this State could start on that single factor alone. Between 27 000 and
30 000 people live in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder areas, which have now amalgamated,
after 100 years, to become the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. If the power station could be
built there, approximately 400 MW of electricity could be produced from the relatively
pollutant free natural gas. Of that, 150 MW of power could be consumed immediately
for commercial, industrial and domestic use; a further 150 MW of power could be
returned along the existing Muja powerline to Perth and some of the major rural towns
along the way. This would have the effect of decentralising the electricity supply.
making it safer and more certain, having an energy use relatively pollution free, and
employing more people in and attracting more people to the goldfields. It must be
remembered that for all the electricity produced in Western Australia, it is 47 per cent
more expensive than the electricity produced in the Eastern States, when it is aggregated
and averaged. That is one reason we find it difficult in Western Australia to create
employment for our youth because the State has very little secondary industry based on a
cheap energy source.
Hon Doug Wenn interjected.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I will come to that pipeline in a moment. I do not subscribe
economically to a pipeline from the Kimberley region, but I do subscribe to the
philosophical theory that we need to think big and to talk in bold terms in this State. We
must be able to develop our resources, and have the vision to develop our resources, even
if at this stage we do not have these things delineated to the same degree as they do, say.
in California. Every commodity we export that is manufactured contains a component of
electricity. Scabwall has a very small component of electricity, and electricity accounts
for a very large proportion of the cost of aluminium, alumina and aluminium extrusions.
We must look at that aspect.
The other subject on which I wish to speak is the nuclear research facility at Lucas
.4224-t
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Heights in New South Wales. In fact, it comprises two facilities which have been
running since 1958; one at full strength since 1960 and the other since 1963. This would
present a wonderful opportunity if, with the encouragement of this Government and both
sides of the House, we had bilateral support for this facility to be transferred from the
densely populated area of New South Wales, and particularly Lucas Heights, to the
goldfields, Several things would support it. Firstly, a security area would be needed
around the nuclear reactor for the peace of mind of the local people, even though it is
only a research reactor. Secondly, we have already established at Mt Walton - which is
east of Southern Cross and west of Kalgoorlie -a facility for the storage of highly toxic
and dangerous wastes that indisputably even research reactors, such as that of the
Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation, have by superimposition of
these facilities, We have the Australian invention of Synroc which was perfected in
conjunction with the CSIRO years ago. As close as possible a synthetic rock is made that
emulates the environment in which much uranium is found in situ.
Hon P.11. Lockyer: Are you aware that Mr Taylor, the Deputy Leader of the Labor Party,
and 1 have looked at the ANSTO organisation this year and he has given bipartisan
support to it already?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFQOT: In reply to the comment by Hon Philip Harry Lockyer, I hope
that the colleagues of Mr Ian Taylor, currently Deputy Leader of the Opposition, will
support him, and that this damaging philosophy that we should not touch anything with
uranium in it is put behind US for the practical purposes of developing and enhancing the
prospects we have for this facility to be brought to the goldfields. It is certainly
embraced by a significant majority of the goldfields people. Is it moral that we sitting in
this House, with a majority of urban and city members, should have the power of veto
over a facility that we might consider is suited to the environment in Kalgoorlie? I firmly
believe that is something the Kalgoorlie people should decide for themselves. If they
make this decision, it is up to us to give them all the support we can.
The problem as some people see it is that these are small facilities; one of the reactors at
Lucas Heights produces 10 MW of electricity and is called a high fire reactor, and the
other is moata which produces about one-tenth of that energy. They are very small
reactors indeed, when one considers that the optimum size of a nuclear reactor is
approximately 1 000 MW. I visited a plant in the United States last year which had two
reactors with a capacity of 1 200 MW - 600 MW each; one was built by Westinghouse
and the other by General Electric. Electricity was produced at a cost of USl.50 a
kilowatt hour. The comparable cost of electricity in this State ranges from 12.5g to more
than 200 in the goldfields. If that happened and this proposed nuclear research facility
were a precursor in Kalgoorlie which led to a fully fledged nuclear generated power
station, it would be a very good thing. I speak personally of the proposition that this
could be the start of a nuclear industry for Western Australia. This State has one of the
biggest unexploited deposits of uranium in the world, and several others that range in size
and could be categorised as very significant. I return to the proposed transfer of the
ANSTO facility at Lucas Heights. It must be shifted; it cannot stay there. Someone must
have it.
Hon Cheryl Davenport: Nobody wants it.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOQT: We must produce radioactive medical facilities in Australia.
Because these radioisotopes have a very short half-life, it is impractical - although not
impossible - to obtain them from overseas owing to the down time needed to get them to,
say, the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital or the Royal Perth Hospital for the treatment,
predominantly but not exclusively, of cancer patients. It is certain that we will have a
nuclear research facility re-established somewhere in Australia. I cannot recommend too
highly Kalgoorlie, because it has all the natural advantages for such a facility. It has a
keen work force and an earth science tertiary institution which is second to none in
Australia. It has already established a nuclear research facility, on the north side of
Kalgoorlie which has been barely used. This was established at a cost of $lm at the
beginning of the 1970s by Western Mining Corporation Ltd. The area has the waste
disposal facility, and this aspect seems to be the biggest threat to a positive decision to
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establish the facility in Kalgoorlie. The area has a population which is desperate to
expand. A nuclear research facility could be established at a cost of $300m, and this
would create upwards of 700 new jobs for the goldfields. This area has always been
subjected to the vagaries of international prices for commodities such as gold and nickel.
Such a facility would provide alternative employment in the goldfields. I cannot
recommend this proposal highly enough. Also, it would complement the abundant
supplies of uranium.
Hon Doug Wenn: What about Wannerco? Can we get gas and water down theme from
Kalgoorlie?
Hon P.R. L.IGHTFOOT: I prefaced my comments by indicating that I take a broader
view of Western Australia than only my electorate. In these times we need to ensure that
we are not too insular and parochial, particularly when it comes to economics. One
cannot say that one's electorate of North Metropolitan is all right, and "beggar you Jack"
to the rest of the State. Western Australia is a wonderful place and has an extraordinary
potential to expand. A facility of this type requires bilateral support. Although the
Government has the numbers in both Houses, I do not think for a moment that we could
get the project off the ground if it had significant antagonism towards it.
This State has an abundant uranium resource. The publication of Australia's major
uranium deposits in 1993 indicates that Olympic Dam in South Australia has 305 000
tonnes of uranium recovered. The Kintyre deposit in Western Australia, the subject of a
recent, and no doubt continuing, debate, involves 330 500 tonnes. The Yeelirrie deposit,
discovered by Western Mining, involves 4 100 tonnes. Other deposits throughout South
Australia and Western Australia involve significantly smaller amounts. Australia can
supply the resource. It is crucial that a facility such as the Lucas Heights Nuclear
Research Station should be replaced and relocated in Western Australia. This House
should give bilateral support to the proposal, subject to further inquiry on the
establishment of that facility in Kalgoorlie. If not, it should at least be located in an area
which can use the existing infrastructure in that wonderful part of Western Australia
which contributes significantly to the economy of this State and the nation.
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [9.44 pm]: I thank the
House for its support of this Government's first major Budget Bill. It involves $5.5b,
which is not much money when said quickly.
Members may have noticed that I have made a few major changes to the Estimates this
year. I take credit for the summary divisions amendment by which we tried to show
every department's recurrent and capital expenditure and authiorising Statute. We wanted
to ensure that it was possible to read down the page to tie into the bottom line and the
S4.9b in the Hill, plus the other Statutes. Each ministerial department is outlining current
and practical programs expenditure and then net appropriations. We hope to improve this
new form next year.
Hon John Haiden stuck to the financial aspects of the Budget, for which I commend him.
Yes, sewerage rates have increased due to the valuations increase. We tried to keep
water charges down for business, because if businesses increase profit they will have
confidence to take on more staff. We have been through the situation with the motor
vehicle levy. We tried to keep down land tax, and $6m less was raised this year than last.
About 20 per cent of people must pay more because their valuations have decreased, and
some people will pay quite a lot more.
The member made a good point about Transperth fares, which netted $4m to $5m, which
is about two per cent of the gross loss. The figure for transport fares is $40m, with a
$10mi loss. Even if the number of passengers quadrupled, a loss would still be incurred.
It was decided to stop the Jimmy the red-headed bus driver campaign because patronage
increased and it started to cost the Government more. At present, fewer people are using
buses.
Hon John Halden: That is countered by the fact that the number of people using trains
has increased.
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Hon MAX EVANS: The number of people using public transport is not increasing.
Hon John Halden: In the last few months it has increased, or at least it has plateaued.
Hon MAX EVANS: That is a big breakthrough. The Government made virtually no
changes to stamp duty and payroll tax. We have had an increase in payroll tax revenue
through increased employment, and the people at the bottom level have been cut out of
the payroll tax system. There are problems with payroll tax: Small business says that it
should be maintained because it gives small businesses an advantage over big businesses,
which pay six per cent. That is a fairly large amount for a labour intensive Firm. We did
not increase the liquor tax, which remained at 11I per cent. We were worried the other
day about the Capital Duplicators case. That could have resulted in our rate increasing to
13 per cent of other States, which we did not think the industry could carry. If that had to
be rebated back, it would be an administrative nightmare. The parking problem in the
city will be solved through an increase in fringe benefits tax this year, which will double
next year. Fringe benefits tax is paid on parking at Parliament House. This tax will have
a greater impact on parking in the city than anything else.
Hon John Halden: I had not thought of that; you're right.
Hon MAX EVANS: The Government has looked at that matter because a large amount
of Government money is involved.
Hon Sam Piantadosi: One minute.
Hon MAX EVANS: I was about to answer the member's comments.
Hon John Halden: You raised the issue of payroll tax, and I do not believe that its
removal will create a great many jobs.
Hon MAX EVANS: I would not disagree in some cases.
Finally, Hon John Halden refers to the lawnmowing contractors in the Building
Management Authority. A few contractors were left from last year doing small jobs such
as police stations. These have mainly been subcontracted out. The BMA wanted to
retain the broadacre work. The number of people involved has decreased from 35 to 28
as seven people have taken voluntary redundancy. These people did not want to take
over the contract; they took the money and wanted to get out. However, the department
has pretty much the same work force doing the broadacre work.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Committee and Report

Bill passed through Committee without debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Max Evans (Minister for Finance), and passed.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 8 December.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [9.51 pm]: I
advise the House that, as was the case with the previous Bill, the Opposition may wish to
object to this Bill but the precedent of this House is that it does not oppose the Bill, and
on this occasion it will not.
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [9.52 pm]: I thank the
Opposition for its support and commend the Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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Committee and Report
Bill passed through Committee without debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Max Evans (Minister for Finance), and passed.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 2)
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 14 December.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [9.54 pm]:
The Opposition will not oppose this Bill.
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [9.55 pm]: I
commend the Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill mead a second time.

Committee and Report
Bill passed through Committee without debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Max Evans (Minister for Finance), and passed.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 9 December.
HON DOUG WENN (South West) [9.56 pm]: With a fair amount of reluctance, I
support the Bill to the degree that it sets up a number of regional development
commissions throughout Western Australia. After a number of discussions with my
colleagues we all came to the same conclusion, and that is a good thing to be able to do.
Although you, Mr Deputy President (Hon Barry House). and other members who
represent the south west area would have had some involvement with the South West
Development Authority. I am possibly the only member who has had direct involvement
as I was on the inaugural board of that agency. In the past I have found that
organisations such as the South West Development Authority have been a very large
asset to the region. I have seen it operate since its infancy. Although we do not always
agree with the way in which that authority has operated, given our different political
affiliations, some areas have been investigated a little deeper by the authority than we
perhaps have thought. The concept of having these regional organisations which is set
out in the Bill can only be an asset to the State.
We need one set of rules to cover all of these organisations. I do not think any of the
members who represent the South West Region or any other member of this House will
disagree with me when I say the South West Development Authority was the forerunner,
the agency where the rules were made as it grew and developed. As I said, although we
do not always agree with the rules, I believe the South West Development Authority has
played a major part in the growth of the area in the past 10 years.
In the second reading speech the Government claims that since it has come to office it
has given priority to regional development, which has increased significantly. One
complaint I do have of this Government is that it has done away with a separate portfolio
to cover regional development. That responsibility has been brought back to St Georges
Terrace under the auspices of the Minister for Commerce and Trade, dhe member for
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Merredin. As was the case with the people who were appointed to represent the region
on the South West Development Authority - as we saw in every area they were
ministerial appointments - the previous office of the Minister for South West was a large
asset. Along with those representatives, the Minister was able to address any issue that
arose straight away. in time - albeit members opposite will have a short time in this place
as a Government - we will see the reappointment of Ministers representing areas such as
the south west, as we had previously. Members opposite may not have liked the
individual Ministers, but I can assure members that Julian Grill and David Smith did a
huge job. Not everyone agreed with them, but their hearts and souls were in it.
The Minister's second reading speech refers to the ad hoc manner in which regional
development has been pu~rsued and he states that his Government will not allow it to
continue. The South West Development Authority was the first of such authorities.
Members opposite can call its decisions ad hoc if they like, but it was a learning period
and the rules were amended to suit the situations that arose. I take exception to the
Minister's claim that this occurred for short term political reasons and that as a result
development had occurred in a fragmented, piecemeal manner to the detriment of the
region and the State. If there is one thing I love absolutely when I represent my area it is
pork barrelling. I do not care where it comes from, how it gets there or which
Government does it. If the people of my area will benefit I will stand up and say, "Do it."
This Government cannot say that what the Labor Government achieved in the past has
always been for political reasons. Members opposite should talk to the member for
Vasse, Barry Blaikie. His electorate benefited dramatically from what the Labor
Government was able to put into the Vasse area. At the public opening of the Margaret
River hospital Mr Blaikie said he had not been able to accomplish this through the
previous Liberal Government, and he publicly thanked Ian Taylor and Carmen Lawrence.
If members opposite want to say that decisions of the SWDA were made for political
reasons, they should consider the benefits to the people of Vasse, which is a blue ribbon
Liberal seat. This Government is changing the system, albeit slightly; it is not changing
it greatly.
The South West Development Authority and regional areas should be truly thankful to
three people in particular. In 1983, Julian Grill and Rolf Steen - the Deputy President
(Hon Barry House) and I know Rolf Steen very well; he has a huge heart for Bunbury
and the south west area - originated the idea of the South West Development Authority. I
do not think they could have picked anyone better to lead that organisation than Dr Ernie
Manea, now the Lord Mayor of Bunbury. He is one of the south west's greatest assets
and has been for many years. I do not take anything away from the existing chairman,
Sir Donald Eckerstey. but Ernie Manea's heart and soul is so great the man can stand as
tall and as proud as Julian Grill and Rolf Steen for the input and foresight they had. I do
not take anything away from the many other people within the SWDA organisation; in
fact, if one has a good look at the original board, three members of that board are now
members of Parliament - two in the lower House and one in the upper House. In that
learning period and from the education given to us by the likes of Dr Ernie Manca and
Julian Grill we were able to enter the Parliament and represent an area of which we are
very proud.
The Minister's second reading speech also states that a large number of organisations and
individuals, including existing development agencies, the WA Municipal Association and
relevant Government departments were consulted. I find that a little bit iffy because
everyone on this side of the Chamber - I am not sure about the Government side - has
received correspondence from the Country Shire Councils Association swaing that its
members do not have the representation that they would like on the authority. The
Minister said consultation occurred; if it did. I suggest it was not sufficient. There should
be more local government representation on those committees.
[Quorum formed.]
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: That was not a very nice Christmas gesture.
Hon DOUG WENN: The Government needs to reconsider the number of local
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government representatives on that board, because as I read the second reading speech
the boundaries will be made up of local shires and councils, If that is the case more
representatives should be appointed from local government. The Minister states that of
10 board members, including the chairman, three members will be nominated by local
government, three will come from the community, three will be appointed at the
Minister's discretion, and the other is the director. The South West Development
Authority has a number of local government representatives on its board. Unfortunately
we must rush this Bill through because it is the end of the year, but to my mind there
needs to be further representation on that board.
The Minister states the Bill retains the best components of the Pilbara Development
Commission legislation. That is one of the later regions to be represented by a
development commission. A photograph of an individual holding up the Bunbuiy 2000
document in last Thursday's South West Times is captioned "Impressed, Kanji Tao read
about Bunbury 2000 so he came here to see it in real life". The article is headed
"Bunbury 2000 a role model for Japanese". It states -

Bunbury 2000 has become a role model for regional development in Japan.
To the surprise of the South West Development Authority, Bunbury 2000 is the
subject of a text book in Japanese universities.
After reading the book and talking to its author, a senior public servant from the
Tokushima Prefectural Government visited the South-West this week to see the
program first hand.
"I have become a very big fan of this city," local affairs division senior staff
member Kanji Tao said in Bunbury.
Mr Tao's job is to "make cities, towns and villages" in Japan.
He will use the South-West example in future planning.
Mr Tao was impressed with the transformation Bunbury had undergone in the
past 10 years.
More impressive was the way the public had been consulted about projects - in
Japan there is little community input.
Mr Tao could have gone anywhere in the world to look at development - but
chose Australia.
In this country, he picked Southbank in Queensland, the multi-function polis in
South Australia and Bunbury.

That is a wonderful commendation for the way the South West Development Authority
has involved itself in Bunbury's development in the last 10 years. There would not be
any higher accolade for the South West Development Authority than that press release.
It has gone around the world. Although there have been changes. I do not think major
changes are needed. However, I do accept that we need to bring all the regional groups
under one umbrella. If the Bill can do that, the Government will have achieved
something. If anyone suggests other than that the Bunbury 2000 model in the last couple
of years has been a success, he should talk to people in the area.
There is one last point at which I want to swing an extremely broad axe and that is the
pecuniary interest obligation of board and committee members. I have no problem with
their having to reveal a pecuniary interest in anything. That is why I made the point
about the three members who will be appointed to the board to represent a number of
shire councils. It could be construed that those three people are representing their own
shires and not the others in the region. As I said at the outset, a member from each shire
council should be represented on that committee.
The last point I want to make refers to a statement in the second reading speech. It
states -

Although the focus of each commission is to be predominantly on the economic
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development of the region, it is intended chat they play a lesser, but scill
significant, role in respect of social development.

Along with economic development comes social development. I do not agree witk the
member for Collie very often. However, when we were on the board, she made it very
clear that social development was of equal importance with economic development
because economic development brought people to an area. I hope the Minister will look
at that a little more closely than has been put forward in the second reading speech.
The existing staff in the regional development authorities, particularly in the Souch West
Development Authority, the Great Southern Development Auchority and the Geraldton
Mid-West Development Authority, should be retained. The second reading speech
states -

The legislation provides for each commission to be supported by a director and
staff. These officers will be appointed under the provisions of the Public Service
Act. It is not the Government's intention to build up substancial bureaucracies in
the region.

I would like the Minister to tell me that the people who have existing jobs will be
retained, particularly in the three regions to which I have just referred, because those
authorities are viable and there is no doubt that they have produced the goods for the
areas they represent. I cannot speak for other development authorities - I know my
colleagues will do that. However, the South West Development Authority has done a
huge job. A lot of the development would not have gone ahead in the south west area
without the authority and, irrespective Of OUr political leanings, I believe we all support
what it has done in that area.
I give tentative support to this Bill, but would like to see in it many more of the matters I
have just raised.
HON BOB THOMAS (South West) [10.16 pm]: I support the Bill. I commend the
Government for bringing it forward in its first session. However, although the
Opposition supports the Bill, it has reservations about some of the principles contained in
it. The first reservation is my own and relates to the way local government is treated by
this Bill. The second reading speech makes quite a play about the fact that the
Government is treating local government as a partner in regional development. It says -

In preparing this legislation, the Deputy Premier met members of the executive of
the Western Australian Municipal Association which welcomed the higher status
given to local government in this Bill.

If local government members that I speak to in my region are correct, nothing could be
further from the truth because some members have sent me correspondence which was
sent to them by Councillor Irwin Barrett-Lennard, the President of the Country Shire
Councils Association. The second paragraph of the letter states -

Despite numerous consultations with the Hon Hendy Cowan, Deputy Premier and
Minister for Commerce and Trade, who has responsibility for the legislation, only
three of the ten member Board will be nominated by Local Government. This
will effectively allow the State Government to control Commission outcomes,
while Local Government will have a much lesser role on che Managing Board,
despite the impact decisions of the Commissions may have on Local Government
within a Region.

Councillor Barrett-Lennard is expressing reservations about how local government will
be treated by the Government. He goes on -

Despite numerous representations, no Local Government representation has been
included on this Council and this is of grave concern to us.
Although the legislation has been approved by Cabinet, it has yet to be endorsed
by the Joint Party Room Meeting.
Clearly, the legislation in its present form effectively emasculates Local
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Government, and this view must be made known to all Coalition politicians,
particularly National Party country members.

I was not aware that there were any city based National Party members! He continues -

To ensure that Local Government receives effective representation on the new
Regional Development Commissions and Council, I urge all Councils to lobby
and write to their loca] State Parliamentarians, making the above points as
strongly and as immediately as possible.

Councillor Barrett-Lennard was not happy with the legislation and certainly would not
agree with the assertion in the second reading speech that the WA Municipal Association
"welcomed the higher status given to local government in this Bill".
The Deputy Premier wrote a letter to all country shire clerks on I11 November 1993. The
second paragraph of the letter refers to a meeting with WAMA on 14 September. It
reads -

The meeting concluded on the understanding that WAMIA was prepared to
support the bill, including the provision that local governments in a region
nominated 30% of the membership of each board.

The members of local government to whom I have spoken deny that that was the
understanding ac the meeting. They say that WAMA never gave the Deputy Premier the
undertaking that it would be prepared to nominate 30 per cent of the membership of each
board. It wants equal partnership. It wants to nominate four members plus the chairman.
It ill behoves the Government to deliver in this place a second reading speech which
misrepresents local government feeling on the issue. After all, local government does
form a partnership with the State Government on regional development matters because
local government needs to do many things to ensure the correct form of development
takes place within an area. The process involves much planning and capital investment,
and other things. The Government should be more honest about the way local
government feels about this Bill.
I turn now to standardisation. The Government has made great play about promoting
high standards for regional development and how that is organised in regional areas.
This is a mistake. We should recognise that each region is different and we should
customnise the way regional development commissions are put into place. For example,
the south west is different from the mid west and from the wheatbelt areas. The south
west is one of the fastest growing areas in Australia. In the last four years the population
in the area grew at the same rate of the population of South Australia; so, many things
need to be done in the south west in a different way from other areas such as the
wheatbelt, where the population is declining.
Hon Kim Chance: It is not.
Hon BOB TH-OMAS: Well, where it has declined. It has experienced a period of
substantial decline, and there has been a need to rationalise the range of services in the
region. The great southern is a combination of the south west and pants of wheatbelt-type
areas where growth is different; so, we will need a different type of regional development
authority from other areas. The Government should think again about standardising
regional development authorities. We should think again about transferring the final
decision making process to St George's Terrace. Such decision making should be at the
grass roots level where people know what is going on in the local area and are better able
to contribute to correct decision making rather than a standardised decision made in
St George's Terrace. I support the Bill but I have some reservations about it.
HON J.A. COWDELL (South West) [10.23 pm]: I support the creation of regional
development commissions within a legislative framework. I note the Government's
recognition of the importance of previous initiatives in the area. In his second reading
speech, the Minister stated -

The need for greater consistency for regional development administration is
recognised on both sides of the House and it is appropriate at this stage to
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recognise the contribution of many individuals who have contributed
significantly, often on a voluntary basis, to advance the development of the
regions. I also acknowledge the contribution of the previous Government to the
promotion of development in regional areas. It was that Government which
developed the existing framework.

As former Premier Carmen Lawrence stated in the introduction to her regional advantage
policy which was delivered in November 1992; this was the policy that inaugurated the
system of regional development commissions -

Western Australia's regional advantage lies in its natural and human resources
which give us the opportunity to diversify our regional economic base, moving
away from a traditional dependence on primary mineral and agricultural
commodities.
Now is the time to build on this advantage.

In January the previous Labor Government clearly stated its commitment to regional
development, particularly in the Peel region, in a policy paper entitled "Adding Value for
the Peel Region". It was stated -

The Government will promote the Peel region as an important and distinct area.
The decision to introduce a Peel development commission sends a signal that the
Government recognises the potential enterprise, investment and development of
the Peel region. For its part the Government's plan includes hundreds of millions
of dollars injected into the region in the next 8 years, all with new job potential.
... The Peel Development Commission which came into existence on January I
this year, is part of a Government initiative to stimulate identified economic zones
across the State.
The Commission is a symbol of the Government's commitment to this region.
It represents a very tangible sign that the Government intends to give special
attention and extra assistance to the Peel region.
Funds in the order of $1 million a year for the next five years will be appropriated
to give substance to the Peel Development Commission.

That was the commitment of the Lawrence Government in setting up the Peel
Development Commission on I January 1993.
Hon N.F. Moore: After 10 years in Government, and just before the election.
Hon J.A. COWDELL: It was not the only one to come into existence. The commission
was established out of the Peel office of the South West Development Authority which
had done a lot of valuable work over the period prior to the establishment of a separate
Peel Development Commission. We owe a great deal of debt to those who served on a
voluntary basis at the Peel office of SWDA. 'The Government acted in response to local
representation to set up a separate development commission. The annual report of the
Peel Development Commission was tabled in the House only recently. I am pleased to
note that that body has justified the faith put in it by the previous Government. I note the
progress made in initiatives commenced under the Labor Government in respect of the
Peel economic strategy in conjunction with the Office of Labour Market Adjustment - a
Commonwealth instrumentality - and I refer to the Dawesville channel, Mainstream
Mandurab, the Pinjarra industrial estate, support for the Hotham. Valley tourist railway, a
rapid rail transport link, and the forest heritage centre in Dwellingup.
I compliment those who have served onf the interim board. The representatives of local
government in the region include chairman Gary Salamon and director Ken Fisher. I
compliment the officers and staff and members of the advisory committee. However, I
express concern at the level of partisanship that has come to permeate some of the
regional development commissions. I note the courtesy of the Premier at the opening of
the Port Bouvard bridge recently in acknowledging the contribution by the previous
Government of expenditure in the vicinity of $58m in securing the Peel Estuary.
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However, I note that in recent times with other initiatives the Peel Development
Commission has obviously and purposefully excluded legitimate recognition. That
includes, on many occasions, recognition of the significant financial contribution by the
Commonwealth Government. It has also excluded State and Federal Labor
representatives from any significant supportive role. Nevertheless, I have always
endeavoured to support the initiatives of the Peel Development Commission, not the least
the mandate of that commission and the regional development commissions. The
McCarrey report recommended those commissions should not come into existence, but
should merely be advisory committees and should be zero funded. Fortunately that
recommendation has not been taken up.
I conclude by indicating that I support this legal embodiment of the regional development
commissions established by the Lawrence GovernmenL. Legislation of this nature to
create the Peel and other regional development commissions would have been brought
forward by the Labor Government had it been successful at the February poll.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [10.30 pm): I welcome this Bill. It is the final
stage of a process which began over a decade ago of allowing community driven
organisations to be charged with the specific responsibility of developing the social and
economic welfare of their region. Tonight, once this Bill is carried, will mark the first
occasion the whole of the State has been formally covered in a legislative sense by
development authorities. For some time now - not quite 12 months - it has been covered
in a practical sense. It has been a long wait for those of us who have wanted to see the
process completed and it is very welcome.
I thank the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition for making it possible
for this legislation to come forward tonight. A number of strings had to be pulled to
force it up the Notice Paper. I, for one, am very grateful that has been possible. I also
thank members of the Opposition and Government members who deferred Budget
speeches to make way for this Bill. I also thank the three members of the Opposition
who have so far spoken: Hon Doug Wenn, Hon Bob Thomas and Hon John Cowdell. It
is significant that each of those speakers comes from a regional base. Hon Doug Wen
clearly comes from the south west, Hon Bob Thomas from the great southern region, Hon
John Cowdell from Peel and I come from the wheatbelt area. I understand from the
Government side the speakers will include at least Hon Phil Lockyer, whose contribution
I look forward to hearing. His electorate, the Mining and Pastoral Region, contains no
less than five regional development commissions, two of which I share with him - the
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission and the Mid West Development
Commission. The form of the commissions established by this Bill is not dissimilar to
the form in which the previous Government established that last group of development
commissions which were based on the model established by the Pilbara Development
Commission. They were the Peel, Gascoyne, Kimberley, and -- although it was never
read into an Act -- the wheatbelt development commission.
The form changed markedly from the way we understood the old development authority
principal expressed by the South West Development Authority Act. In its evolution we
not only learned somewhat from our mistakes, but also wanted a greater number of
people to share the benefits brought by such authorities. This Bill also establishes - this
is something new - a significant umbrella organisation. Although this has caused a little
concern among members of the Opposition, I am not too concerned about it. However,
we should watch it extremely carefully to see that it is used to support the regional boards
rather than direct them. The Bill is clear enough on the matter and I anm happy with the
wording, but we should be watchful over the years that the umbrella body is not turned
into a central process of development which is the antithesis of the spirit of the Bill.
My colleagues have mentioned concerns expressed by local government authorities about
the as-of-right representations they would have preferred to be encompassed within the
Bill. I acknowledge that concern, particularly as it was expressed to me by the Narrogin
Town Council, which has had a strong point of view on this matter for some time and, as
Hon Bob Thomas pointed out, by the Country Shire Councils Association. Through my
party's processes I have brought that concern to its attention and I think I have done all I
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could to represent that point. it is flat particularly my paint of view - 1 have told these
local government bodies this - that councils should have as-of-right representation
because I believe such is the quality of representation within local government authorities
that it will become a de facto matter and that local government authorities will be well
represented on the boards of the regional commissions. That fact is borne out by the
existing high level of representation by local government authorities on the boards of the
existing development authorities and development commissions.
I am pleased to note that support for this Bill is across the floor. That is not to say there
is not some division of opinion. However, I believe that division is within our ranks
rather than between parties. Members on both sides have expressed a little concern over
some aspects of the Bill. Nonetheless, I am very pleased that the majority of both
Government and Opposition members have come out in its support. That has been a
matter of comnmonsense triumphing over parochialism. If that sets a precedent for the
way these boards of the commissions will operate, we will all see some very successful
operations from the commissions. The need is indeed great for the development
commissions in the more remote areas or those which have not so far - or if they have,
only recently - had the benefits of the commissions.
Hon Bob Thomas mentioned that the population of the wheatbelt is declining. I believe
he is wrong and that the wheatbelt population remains steady. Nonetheless, we
desperately need infrastructure development and the development of secondary and
tertiary industries if communities in those areas are to survive. I was pleased to be the
member assisting Hon Tom Stephens when for a short time he was the Minister for
Services, Gascoyne, Mid-West and Wheatbelt, which was notable for the fact that the
wheatbelt was, for the first time, formally represented by title in Cabinet. I worked for
some time on the preparation of our Bill for the wheatbelt development commission
which, as I have said before, was ultimately never read in the other House. Nonetheless,
the work that went into that Bill and the work that was carried out by the then
Department of State Development has largely been carried through into this Bill. I am
delighted to see that.
In closing, I pay tribute to the officers and staff of the former Department of State
Development, now the Department of Commerce and Trade. I am pleased to see officers
from the department here tonight, some of whom I worked with and formed a close bond
over those weeks. I wish the Bill well.
HON P.H. LOCKYER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.40 pm]: I never thought I would
stand in this House and'say that I support a regional development commission Bill;
however, I am happy to do so tonight. When the previous Government first mooted this
idea, I was one of the people in the north of this State who vigorously opposed it. It is
important that I now make clear the reasons for my opposition. I believe that local
government has a special and important place in the north of the State, and in fact, in the
whole State. As a former shire councillor and Shire President of the Shire of Port
Hedland I had the privilege to work closely with other councillors and presidents from
councils within the Pilbara region. Even though there were only four local government
authorities in that region, it was important that as four local authorities they took
advantage of having a Pilbara ward of the Country Shire Councils Association. Local
government was an integral part of the development of the Pilbara.
When the previous Government mooted this idea of development commissions I was
concerned that two things would happen: Firstly, that it would usurp the area of local
government; and secondly, that a political party, be it the coalition or the Labor Party,
would use it as an opportunity to place people on those commissions who were politically
soft towards them, and not the best people for the job. I made this abundantly clear to the
previous senior Minister and then to the junior Minister who briefly, mercifully for a
short time, controlled some of the area. An effort was made prior to the election to load
up at least one of these commissions with appointees who, at very best, were not in the
best interests of those arrangements. I came to support this commission only when I was
assured by the now Minister for Commerce and Trade, the Deputy Premier, that the best
people, and not political appointees, would be put on these commissions. He assured me
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that he would not be asking people about their political preferences, but would be mare
interested in whether they were the best people for the job.
When the Deputy Premier assured me that this would be the case, and then appointed
interim boards in the areas, I was happy to give it my wholehearted support. Some
people ar present in your Gallery tonight, Mr Deputy President (Holn Barry House), who
are integral parts of the commissions in the north of the State. Representatives are
present from the Kimberley Development Commission and the Gascoyne Development
Commission - the interim commissions - who have done a first class job. I agree
thoroughly with the previous speaker, Hon Kim Chance, that these commissions are
required to face up to the development as a region. There is no secret that in the
Kimberley region, for instance, a bit of rivalry has occurred between the four shire
councils, and that they have not always worked in the same direction. However, since
these interim commissions have been in place in the Kimberley and the Gascoyne,
councils members have sat around the table and have viewed the operation as a region.
The present Minister used good sense when he appointed the interim commissions in the
Kimberley and the Gascoyne by appointing shire presidents from the four councils. For
instance, in the Kimberley he appointed the four shire presidents of 'Wyndham-East
Kimberley, Halls Creek, Derby-West Kimberley and Broomne. In the Gascoyne he
appointed the shire presidents of Shark Bay, Carnarvon, the Upper Gascoyne and
Exmouth. I too take cognisance that concern has been expressed within the local
government fraternity that only one third of the commission by law - I hope this Bill is
law after tonight - must be representatives of local government. I can see their concern
that they would lie more representation on the commission. However, I make it clear
that the ability rests with the Minister of the day to increase that representation of local
government if he chooses to do so. In the case of the Kimnberley and the Gascayne,
where only four councils are represented, it would be an unwise Minister who would
have only three of those councils represented on that commission and leave out one. If I
were the shire president of Broome, and Broome had missed out, I would feel a little
miffed- I feel great confidence - and I have been assured by the Minister for Commerce
and Trade - that it would not be the Minister's intention to do that, and that the councils
should be properly represented. The problem would arise in the wheatbelt region, for
instance, where there is a bundle of councils.
Hon Kim Chance: Forty-four.
Hon P.H. LOCKYER: The same difficult situation could occur in the Goldfields-
Esperance region, the representation of which I share with Hon Kim Chance and other
members of the Agricultural Region. I allay the fears of local government because I
believe that the regional development commissions and local government must work
together. They have done so to date. I urge members of Parliament to use the facilities
that these commissions offer. I recently had the opportunity to iake some of my
colleagues into the Kimberley region. I called on the assistance of the Kimberley
Development Commission, and the interim director, Geoff Gooding, to assist mec to put
together an itinerary for members to give them the best understanding of the Kimberley
region, particularly the Ord Valley. He and his officers did that in a most professional
manner. It gave them the opportunity to get an across the board, unbiased view of what
was going on in the place. It is an itinerary which I could well have put together myself,
although I may have been biased by taking people of my political persuasion. This
officer put together an exceptionally good itinerary which was well received. I urge
members to make use of the officers concerned if they do visit an area because the
officers are very much involved in the region, and are able to give people the right
information.
As the previous speaker said, I have the five regions - the Gascoyne, part of the
Goldfields-Esperance region, part of the Kimberley and the Pilbara regions, It is
important that once this Bill is passed in this House the Minister of the day get arn with
the appointments, not only of members of the boards, but directors, interim and
permanent. In my region my advice unhesitatingly to the Minister will be to appoint the
people who are there now. I can say without doubt that they are doing a very good job.
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It needs to be given the status that this Bill proposes so that these people can get on with
the job as a whole. I have gmeat pleasure in supporting this Bill tonight. It has been a
long time coming. I give credit to the previous Government which started this process,
and I am pleased that the Minister is continuing it. I hope he is not tempted at any stage
to make political appointments, and that he always appoints the best persons for the job
without taking into consideration gender, colour, creed or religion. I note that the
maximum period of office has been set at two terms, and that is probably sufficient and
will allow new faces to be appointed. I hope the Minister for Commerce and Trade reads
the record of this debate and I ask him not to underfund this system so that it withers on
the vine. I understand it is well funded at the moment and it is the intention of the
Government to keep it that way. The Minister must ensure that when Treasury gives him
advice from time to time, he is not tempted to underfund it because in that case the
system will fail. That would be a great shame. I support the Bill.
HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral) [10.52 pmJ: I also support the
legislation. However, it has a histor which is different from that described to the House.
This legislation follows some innovations pressed on the previous Government by a
number of my parliamentary colleagues, including Larry Graham, Kevin Leahy, Tom
Helm, Mark Nevill and me. As the previous speaker, Hon Phil Lockyer, said, he was
stridently opposed to the initiative of the previous Government in this area, and he
campaigned vigorously in the lead-up to the last election against the development of
these commissions for the reasons he has given. They were genuine reasons in which he
strongly believed.
Kevin Leahy, the member for Northern Rivers, described to me his way of finding a
process that could be set in place in the Gascoyne in particular to take on board the
concerns of local government and to ensure the Gascoyne Development Commission
could be established without usurping the role of local government. His solution was to
appoint the four shire presidents in that area as members of the interim board. As
Minister for Gascoyne, I had great pleasure in making those four appointments on the
recommendation of Kevin Leahy, and at the same time took the flak in the community
from the previous speaker for establishing a development commission in that region.
My colleague, Ernie Bridge, the member for Kimberley, who was then Minister for
North-West and had responsibility for that region, did not choose to "stack the Kimberley
Development Commission with politically appointed persons'. Rather, he deliberately
canvassed in the community a broad range of possible candidates who could serve a
broad cross-section of chat region's interests. A study has recently been completed by the
Kimberley Land Council which refers to the significance to that region of the Aboriginal
people. Approximately 40 per cent of the population is Aboriginal, and they represent a
significant proportion of the economy. The member for Kinmberley was particularly keen
that there be Aboriginal representatives on that commission. He was also painfully aware
of the personality conflicts within the shires, and knew of the difficulties of adopting the
model I had used in the Gascoyne. For those reasons, and not because of party
considerations he made his appointments.
However, the current Government chose to sack that board and replace it with the
remaining shire president. I understand that has brought with it its own difficulties, of
which the current Government is now painfully well aware. Those issues will play
themselves out. Development commissions will go on to do great things for the regions,
by ensuring that we do not play poiitics with the history or the realities about the way
those commissions are working currently or came into being. I wish the commissions
well. I am appreciative of the presence of the chairman of the Kim berley Development
Commission. Peter MeCurustie, and the acting CEOs of the Gascoyne and Kimberley
Development Commissions, Kieran Kinsella Jeff Gooding, and Robin Crane from die
Department of Commerce and Trade. They have all played significant roles in die
emergence of the regional development commissions, and I pay tribute to their
contributions.
I also acknowledge Barry Calderbank who has taken up the initiative in collaboration
with the current Government to ensure that these commissions are viable. I pay tribute to
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the work of the National Party Ministers in ensuring that the Government will serve this
State and the regions well with this initiative, despite some of the earlier criticisms by
their coalition partners. Those are the realities and I hope that in this job I will be
prepared to change my tune from time to time on the basis of new information and a
fresh outlook, as Hion Phil Lockyer has done tonight.
Let us put the record straight; it was not a desire of any Minister of the Labor
Government to stack those boards with political appointees but rather to make sure that
they were well serviced by people who represented the best interests of those
communities. There is no need to play party politics with this - the record can speak for
itself. I regret that some of the personalities of the previous Kimberley Development
Commission are not on the board to serve in its inaugural phase.
Hon PH. Lockyer: They may well be appointed.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: The region would be well served if that were the case.
HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) [10.57 pm]: I
thank members who have made a contribution to this debate. It is very important
legislation and something all members have indicated a degree of support for. As
Hon Kim Chance said, it is the first time that the whole State will have a formal structure
of regional development commissions across Western Australia and it is an important
step forward. With regard to the history, I suggest to Hon Tom Stephens that perhaps
these commissions had their genesis in the regional development committees set up under
the previous Government of Sir Charles Court, and out of chose came the South West
Development Authority and so on.
Hon Tonm. Stephens: Success has many fathers,
Hon N.F. MOORE: Exactly. The whole question of regional development has been
round for a long time; it was not invented last year or with the establishment of the
South West Development Authority. However, it is important today to acknowledge at
last that the process has been formalised. Although Hon Bob Thomas may not agree with
uniformity, there may be advantages in the short term in making sure they all operate in
the same way and that a range of different powers do not apply from region to region.
Under the existing regional development legislation, some authorities have different
powers from others and some of the powers of the South West Development Authority
with regard to borrowings have led to a significant debt. It is not the intention of this
legislation that regional development authorities shall borrow money for development
projects. Some arguments are worth mentioning that would support the idea of
uniformity, so that across the State everyone knows the rules and how the authorities
operate. If some go in different directions - as invariably they will - it is not impossible
for changes to be made. The maximum membership is 10, but it will be possible to have
any number less than that if required. Therefore, membership will have no hard and fast
rule.
Hon Doug Wenn spoke with some enthusiasm about the South West Development
Authority. He and I have disagreed on this point enough, so I will not spend more time
on that issue during this debate. The fact is that SWDA became a pseudo State
Government authority in the south west.
Hon Doug Wenn: How can you say that? What about Sir Donald Eckersley?
Hon N.R- MOORE: It was borrowing money and had the ability to do things normally
done by Government departments and local government. The biggest critic of SWDA
was local government.
Hon Doug Wenn: Certain people.
Hon N.F. MOORE: We must understand chat these commissions are designed to initiate
and facilitate development with a coordinating role within regions. Its role is not as a
ward conference for local government authorities. Local authorities will have significant
representation on the commission, but it will not be a meeting of local governiment
personnel as with ward conferences.
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Another role of the commissions will be to coordinate activities of State Government
departments. That has always been one of the most important reasons for such
organisations. They will ensure a coordinated approach in the delivery of services. They
have a role independent of local government, as well as being involved in activities of
significance to local authorities as well.
It was also argued by Hon Doug Wenn that these commissions should be involved in
social as well as economic development.
Hon Doug Wenn: Equal.
Hon N.F. MOORE: A balance is needed. The legislation refers to the provision of
infrastructure for social development purposes. However, the main aim of the authorities
is to initiate and facilitate development of an economic nature, and to then consider the
consequences of that development; they will consider the flow on effects on the social
infrastructure in the region.
Hon Bob Thomas: The two go hand in hand.
Hon N.F. MOORE: The member can argue that way. We have a multitude of
organisations at a State and Federal level taking care of social issues. If we have more
agencies considering such things, we will have significant problems with duplication.
We already have a triplication of services in welfare at all spheres of Government, be it
Commonwealth, State or local. If regional commissions are involved in welfare and
social development as a main feature, they would add a fourth level to that activity. The
primary role of the commissions is to generate economic development and to create
employment. However, they must also take into account the social infrastructure
necessary for that to happen, although that is not a main reason for their existence.
The question of the Peel region was raised by Hon John Cowdell. The first public
suggestion of a separate Peel region authority was made in the 1989 Liberal Party policy
speech. It took the then Government some time to implement the then Opposition's
policies. The previous Government made the right decision, but it was late in coming.
As the member acknowledged, it was January 1993 that it was established, one month
before the last general election.
Hon Kim Chance talked about issues I have already covered. I acknowledge and thank
the member and others for their support. Hon Phil Lockyer raised some important issues.
It is not the intention for the commissions to usurp the role of local authorities. They will
work alongside the local authorities to facilitate and coordinate activities at a regional
level. Some criticism of the existing system was centred around the usurping of the local
government role, and a genuine. and proper concern arose in the south west. The
responsible Minister is well aware of that genuine concern.
The member also referred to political appointees. These commissions will work only if
the best people are appointed to them. I am sure that the Minister for Commerce and
Trade will ensure that such people are appointed. On the question of underfunding, Hon
Phil Lockyer acknowledged that the present Budget provided significant finance for the
commissions for this financial year. I can think of no reason that the commissions will
be underfunded in the future, particularly if they deliver the goods; that is, if they achieve
economic development in the region and provide desperately needed employment.
Hon Tom Stephens spoke about his role as Minister. The appointments to the Kimberley
commission were made a week before an election, and this raised a cynical view in
people's minds. One can be forgiven for thinking that this was done to ensure that the
persons appointed would remain in place if the previous Government lost the election.
Hon Doug Wenn: Hon Phil Lockyer said that the same people should remain.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon Doug Wenn's interjection may indicate that the cynical view I
had was misplaced and that the persons were appointed for their expertise, so I will not
argue that point any further. However, Hon Ernie Bridge would have been far better to
make the appointment a year before the election so people like me would have been less
cynical about the matter.
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Hon Tom Stephens also congratulated my National Party colleagues on assisting this sont
of development. We have across the board support in the National and Liberal Parties for
regional development. That is an important part of how the coalition operates, as we are
in agreement on virtually all issues.
Hon Doug Wenin asked what would happen to the existing staff. I am advised that of the
nine directors, three are substantive and the Act guarantees them the balance of their
existing contract. The other six directors are acting and they will be treated in the normal
way; namely, when the commissions are established, the positions will be advertised and
these people can apply for the job.
Hon Doug Wenn: What about permanent public servants?
Hon N.F. MOORE: Permanent public servants will be treated in the same way as all
others in the Public Service in the establishment of a new agency, or rearrangements
within existing organisations. It is not suggested that anyone will be treated in a manner
different from that of any other public servant in this State. I thank members for the
support of the legislation. It is an important day for regional development in Western
Australia.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Committee and Report
Bill passed through Committee without debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon N.E. Moore (Minister for Education), and
passed.

MOTIONS - Nos 1, 2,3,4,7,1lit12 DISCHARGED FROM NOTICE PAPER
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [11.10 pm]: I
move -

That motions Nos 1. 2, 3, 4.7, 11 and 12 be discharged from the Notice Paper.
I have discussed this with the manager of Opposition business, Hon Kim Chance, and it
has the concurrence of the Leader of the Opposition. No orders of the day are to be
discharged at this stage. Motion No I I deals with the disallowance of an environmental
protection amendment regulation and motion No 12 relates to the disallowance of a
regulation under the Dampier Port Authority amendment regulations 1993. Both were
proposed to be moved by Hon Bruce Donaldson in his capacity as Chairman of t
Delegated Legislation Committee. I am now advised that the committee has decided not
to proceed with that course of action, it having satisfied itself in respect of matters
pertaining to those respective motions. I seek the support of members for this motion.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - SPECIAL
On motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the House at its rising adjourn until a date to be fixed by the President.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY

Adjournment Debate - Christmas Wishes
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metopolitan - Leader of the House) [11.12 pm]: I
move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Members will be well aware that we have reached that time of the year when this session
of the Parliament is coming to an end. On behalf of members of the coalition I extend to
all members of the House our best wishes for the Christmas period. On a personal level I
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thank my fellow ministerial colleagues and members on this side of the House for the
magnificent contribution they have made to our Government during 1993.
1 also recognise and thank Hon John Halden in his capacity as Leader of the Opposition
and Hon Kim Chance as the manager of Opposition business for their cooperation. That
cooperation and that level of confidence between Hon John Halden, Hon Kim Chance
and me is maturing. I should advise the House that early next year I intend to meet with
the Leader of the Opposition to see whether we can establish an agreed pattern whereby,
as Bills are introduced into this House, there is some understanding as to the timing that
will be required to have diem discussed, debated and processed through this House so
that members have a better knowledge and understanding of the legislation that is
required to be dealt with. Quite clearly, during this year we have had to work
considerably long hours. In fact, the Clerk, Mr Marquet, earlier today provided me with
the hours that the House has sat; but those figures do not include today. There have been
nearly 20 occasions on which we have sat beyond 12 o'clock. We have sat, until last
night, for a total of 377 hours and 18 minutes.
Hon John Halden: But, by God, it has been fun!
Hon GEORGE CASH: It has. I agree with the Leader of the Opposition; it has been fun.
I can see how pleased everyone is to be here at this stage of the game. We have sat on an
average of seven hours and 42 minutes a day. When we compare that with the sitting
hours of the past 18 or so years, we find that the Legislative Council has not sat that
many hours -

Hon John Halden: Once before.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Hon John Halden is right. The Legislative Council has sat in
excess of those hours on only one previous occasion, in 1983-84, which was the first year
of a new Government.
Hon John Halden: A problem with new Governments.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Quite clearly that is something that goes with a new Government.
I also note that once the Council sat for a mere 166 hours during a year. Perhaps that is
the target that we should set ourselves for next year. We shall see, but I do not make any
promises in that regard.
On behalf of the coalition, I recognise the many people who make Parliament the place it
is; that is, the people who work in the Parliament - and who work extremely hard - to
ensure that members of Parliament can carry out their duties and responsibilities. In
particular, I recognise Mr Neil Burrell, the Chief Hansard Reporter, the Hansard reporters
and the Hansard staff who have worked the very long hours that we have worked. More
than that, they have dutifully taken down every word chat has been spoken during that
time and, as has been noted in this House on previous occasions, these speeches often
come back from Hansard in a better state than that in which they were delivered.
Hon John Halden: With the odd word missing.
Hon GEORGE CASH: Yes, often with the odd word missing, but often the right word
missing.
I also pay tribute to Roger Byrne-Quinn and the staff in the parliamentary dining room
for the very efficient and friendly way in which they have served members this year, and
Ros Membrey and the Parliamentary Library staff, who seem to continue to be able to
provide all sorts of information at very short notice to members to satisfy their
requirements. I also thank the security attendants at Parliament House, those who assist
at our various doors; and also the administrative staff, in particular Mr Ken Foster, who is
responsible for seeing that all members are paid on a regular basis. Irrespective of
whether we ean our pay, he seems to be able to ensure that we receive it. Again this
year the ladies on the switchboard have excelled in being very polite and courteous not
only in the incoming calls but to those calls that they distribute around Parliament House.
In respect of those who work in the Chamber, I sincerely thank Laurie Maxquet, our
Clerk of the Parliaments. I need say little more. Every member in this House comes in
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contact with Mr Marquet on a daily basis when we are sitting. We know die amount of
time that he puts into managing this House. When I say "managing" I mean in more than
just an administrative way. I know, as Mr Marquet knows, that he is the person who is
running this place and we are merely the actors or pawns who enable his grand plan to be
put into practice.
Hon John Halden: I wish he would let us enter the grand plan.
Hon GEORGE CASH: I also recognise Mr Ian Alinurt, the Deputy Clerk; Rod Wahl
from the Table office; Malcolm Peacock; and the other attendants within the Chamber
who have worked particularly hard during some pretty long sitting hours.
Mr Deputy President (Hon Barry House), you came to the Parliament this year as our
new Deputy President. On behalf of coalition members, I extend to you our appreciation
for the way in which you have conducted yourself as our Deputy President. You have
maintained order in the House under some difficult and trying circumstances during the
sittings and, more recently, have been required to assume the Chair on a full time basis in
the absence of the President who, regrettably, was required to enter hospital for a short
period some weeks ago for surgery. In that regard, the good news is that Hon Clive
Griffiths is at home and making a very speedy recovery. From speaking to him on die
telephone, I know that he is very keen to return to the House. On behalf of all members,
a big thank you for the work you have done. I also extend that to the Deputy Chairmen
of Committees who have used their skill and ability to see that both die legislative
program and other parliamentary business have progressed through the House in a proper
manner.
On a personal basis I thank the Hon Muriel Patterson as the Government Whip for the
very hard work and support she has provided to me during the year. Again on a personal
basis I extend my own thanks and the thanks of my ministerial colleagues to Tina
Samnuels and Natalie Osborne for the tremendous job they have done on behalf of the
Government as our able administrative assistants in Parliament House. To all members,
officers and staff at Parliament House and to your families I trust you will have a happy
and safe Christmas. I look forward to seeing everyone back here bright eyed and bushy
tailed in March next year to continue die Parliament for 1994.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [11.21 pm]:
In making some comments before we break for the Christmas period I do not propose to
emulate the Leader of the Government in going through everyone. My experience in the
past is that I will leave somebody out and they become disappointed.
Hon George Cash: I was hoping you would pick up the ones I did miss out.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: It is fair to say it has been a turbulent year. As we look back over
the processes of this House, as the Leader of the Government has said, there is probably a
need to look at the reform of certain procedures within the House and to make life
necessarily, as a result of that, a little easier for all of us. Perhaps even more importantly,
improving the procedures may well and, hopefully will, create better legislation as it
passes through not only this House but also this Parliament so that ultimately it will serve
the people of this State far better.
Before I go on to thank a variety of people in a general sense I draw the attention of the
House to those members who have leave of absence from the place at the moment. On
behalf of us all I wish them well. Two of the members are or have been ill, and the
former Leader of the Opposition has problems in regard to the state of health of his
mother. I am sure we would send to all of them not only Christmas wishes but wishes
they will soon return to this place and the problems they currently face will be overcome
and they will join us here again next year.
In a general sense, I say to all members of staff be they in the Chamber or out of the
Chamber, I have been here seven years and I cannot say I have ever had a cross word
with anyone except the Clerk. When one considers the number of people who are
employed in this place and the environment in which we work, it is a hallmark of their
qualities that they can tolerate us for such long periods of time and meet the demands we
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make of them, which are often manifold and excessive. But they do it, and do it
particularly well and always to my knowledge with good grace.
Having just insulted the Clerk, I do not know I have had an argument with him -

Hon George Cash: You are about to.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He will not get his crayfish. In regard to the Clerk, his role is, as
I have now perceived much more clearly than before having assumed the role as Leader
of the Opposition, particularly difficult. The difficulty was drawn to my attention
specifically when at one stage the Opposition and dhe Government were tussling over
some matter. The Leader of the Government and I were standing on either side of Clerk
trying to seek advice on our respective cases. He was going back from one to the other
as we asked questions in the absolutely schizophrenic arrangement that had developed.
To his credit he somehow, one, did not abuse us but, two, was able to give us
comprehensive advice in regard to respective cases we had to put on the floor probably
within three or four seconds. That is a uniqueness that the Clerk has. He is able to
provide advice objectively and also advice that will suit our political needs, but provide
that not on a political basis but on the basis of meeting our needs. That is a skill I think
not too many members in this House would have, but quite clearly he does.
The staff here have during the year performed their duties exceptionally well. On behalf
of the Opposition and all members I extend to them and their families the best wishes of
the season. I hope that they have a safe Christmas and, of course, a prosperous New
Year. To members of the Government 1, of course, extend all of that too, but hopefully
their verbosity will be a little less next year.
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I have found myself in the Chair for
an extended period due to the President's absence because of illness. Although it has
been an interesting and challenging session for me in my new role, it is fair to say that it
has been a pretty tough, gruelling, concentrated session for all members and staff. The
Leader of the House went through figures 1 wanted to quote in terms of sitting days and
hours. The sitting hours have not been surpassed since 1983, even though the sitting days
have been not abnormally high. In those terms there is no doubt we all deserve a bit of a
break away from this place for a couple of months so batteries can be recharged.
The reason I have been in the Chair is that the President has been hospitalised and has
undergone surgery. I spoke to him yesterday on the telephone and I am pleased to report.
as the Leader of the House has already done, that he is recuperating very well at home.
The operation was apparently to~tally successful and he anticipates being back at the helm
when we resume in mid-March. The President asked me to convey his best wishes to
everybody involved with the Legislative Council and we jointly thank the people who
have made this place operate. On behalf of President, and I endorse these remarks, I add
my thanks to the Clerk, Laurie Marquet, Ian Allnutt, Rod Wahl, Malcolm Peacock. and
the Chamber Assistants - Greg, Jason, Donna, Chris and Gaynor, who is making a
recovery from a setback. They have given me great support in my role and I know I
would not have been able to cope nearly as well without them.
To the five Deputy Chairmen of Committees I would like to extend my personal thanks
and the thanks of the House. They have done an excellent job in die long gruelling
Committee stages of many Bills; the President's absence has come down the line and
they have been forced to take their place in the Chair a little more often than might
otherwise have been the case. If I could briefly add my thanks and the President's thanks
to the Parliament House staff in various capacities: The administration, the people in the
kitchen who keep us well stocked, the people in the Parliamentary Library, gardeners,
security, the Post Office telephonists who do a fantastic job. I should also add the media
who report the proceedings of this place in their own way sometimes, but to the
satisfaction I believe of most people. I particularly mention the Hansard staff, because of
any section of Parliament House who work under extreme difficulties they deserve the
most credit. We are all aware of the urgent need for an upgrade of this building. The top
priority for an improvement in facilities must lie with the Hansard staff. They do a
fantastic job and deserve great credit.
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I extend my thanks to all members for their cooperation in allowing me to do my job in
an easier fashion than might otherwise have been the case. On behalf of the President,
and I certainly endorse this, my best wishes to all members, thir staff, spouses and
families for a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. I invite members to share
some food, a drink and a bit of Christmas spirit after the House has adjourned.
Question put and passed.

Housie adjourned a: 1130 pm



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

AIR TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR LABOUR RELATIONS
Budget for Statutory Authorities, Departments, Agencies

883. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Labour Relations:

What is the Budget allocation for 1993-94.for -

(a) intrastate;
(b) interstate
air travel for all statutory authorities, departments and agencies within the
Minister's portfolio?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
Under the program format which allocates expenditure to program
objectives, responsibility for detailed management of resources is
devolved to Chief Executive Officer to handle in accordance with
priorities and having regard to Government policy. However all air travel
is subject to clear guidelines made to each Chief Executive Officer. The
information sought by the member has taken considerable research. On
this occasion I anm prepared to allocate resources for this purpose, however
in future if the member has a specific question regarding travel he can
direct it to me in writing and I will be pleased to respond.
(a) $251 800 - includes a provisional amount of $145 000 for the

BMA based on a similar works program to that undertaken in
1992-93.

(b) $183440.
In addition the Office of Multicultural Interests has a total allocation for
air nravel - intrastate and interstate - for the financial year 1993-94 of
$6000.
AIR TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR LABOUR RELATIONS
Expenditure for Statutory Authorities, Departments, Agencies

906. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Labour Relations:

What has been the total expenditure on air travel
(a) interstate;
(b) intrastate
for all statutory authorities, departments and agencies within the Minister's
portfolio between 1 July 1993 and 30 September 1993?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(a) $29 355. Details will be contained in the September quarter report on

travel to be tabled in Parliament.
(b) $45 957.88. The information sought by the member has taken

considerable research. On this occasion I am prepared to allocate
resources for this purpose, however in future if the member has a specific
question regarding nravel he can direct it to me in writing and I will be
pleased to respond.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - PREMIER
Staff Names. Motor Vehicles; Parliamentary Secretary, Staff

926. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
(1) What art the names, position, salary levels and other allowances and
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benefits for each person working in the Premier's office as at 21 October
1993?

(2) How many and which of these have a Government motor vehicle allocated
for their use?

(3) Which of these officers are allocated to work with Hon R.G. Pike,
Parliamentary Secretary?

(4) What additional office staff does the Parliamentary Secretary have
available to him?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature
regarding staffing matters relating to ministerial offices. While to date I
have been prepared to answer these questions I can see little public
interest being served in continuously covering the same ground.
Accordingly I am not prepared to divert considerable departmental
resources to this end. If the member has a specific query he can put it to
me in writing and I will have the matter addressed.

MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIOS - PREMIER
Departments or Agencies, Auditor General's Management Letters

937. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
Would the Premier indicate for the financial year 1992-93, which
departments or agencies within his portfolio area he has received from the
Auditor General copies of management letters addressed to the chief
executive officer?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

Treasury.
Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.
Department of Cabinet.
Official Corruption Commission.
Department of Infrastructure and Government Assets.
Cold Corporation.
State Taxation Department.
Valuer General.
WA Exim Corporation.
WA Development Corporation.
Public Service Commission.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY
Budget Allocation for Office Operations

956. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister
for Primary Industry:
(1) What is the Budget allocation for the operation of the Minister's office for

1993-94?
(2) Could the Minister provide a break down of this Budget?
(3) What has been the actual expenditure up to 30 September 1993 in the -

(a) relocated area; and
(b) ministerial office area?

Hon E.J CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary Industry has provided the following reply -
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(1) $433 900 for operational expenses and $311 000 for office rental.
(2) 1993-94 Ministerial Budget - Minister for Primrnay Industry and

Fisheries
Expenses CostS$
Other staff costs 74000
Communications 64000
Services and contracts - includes office rental 505 900
Consumable supplies 75 000
Repairs and maintenance 4 500
Purchase of plant and equipment 21 500
Total $744 900

(3) The member's question is unclear. If the member could be more
specific I will provide a response.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ATT'ORNEY GENERAL
Budget Allocation for Office Operations

962. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) What is the Budget allocation for the operation of the Attorney General's

office for 1993-94?
(2) Could the Attorney General provide a break down of this Budget?
(3) What has been the actual expenditure up to 30 September 1993 in the -

(a) relocated area; and
(b) Attorney General's office area?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) Budget Allocation 1993-94

Staffing Costs 60000
Communications 47 000
Services and Contracts 286 000
Consumnables 45 500
Maintenance of Assets 5 000
Purchase of Assets 32 500
Total 476000

(3) The member's question is unclear. If the member could be more specific I
will provide him with a response.

PAYROLL TAX - GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES
994. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
Which departments or agencies within the Attorney General's portfolio
pay payroll tax and which are exempt?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The following departments or agencies in the Attorney General's portfolio
pay payroll tax -

Public Trust Office
Law Reform Commission
Equal Opportunity Commission.

All others awe exempt.
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PERTH CITY COUNCIL - REPRESENTATIVES ON BOARDS OF STATUT ORY
AUTHORITI1ES OR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

999. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:
(1) Which statutory authority or agencies within his portfolio have on their

boards representatives of the Penth City Council?
(2) What number of representatives on these boards are from the PCC in each

case?
(3) Which of these representatives are there by virtue of statutory

requirements?
(4) What is the basis upon which the other representatives of the PCC are on

these boards - that is, Cabinet decision, Government agreement or some
other basis)?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The information sought is not readily available, and I am not prepared to
allocate the resources required to research it. If there are Perth City
Council representatives on such boards, they have been there since the
term of the Lawrence Government, so it is difficult to understand the
member's new-found interest in che matter. If the member has specific
concerns about this matter, rather than a broad brush question which
amounts to no more than a fishing exercise conducted at public expense,
he can direct them to me in writing and I will consider his questions on
their merits.

PERTH CITY COUNCIL - REPRESENTATIVES ON BOARDS OF STATUTORY
AUTHORITIES OR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

1010. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) Which statutory authority or agencies within the Attorney General's

portfolio have on their boards representatives of the Perth City Council?
(2) What number of representatives on these boards are from the PCC in each

case?
(3) Which of these representatives are there by virtue of statutory

requirements?
(4) What is the basis upon which the other representatives of the PCC are on

these boards - that is, Cabinet decision, Government agreement or some
other basis)?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) None.
(2)-(4) Not applicable.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - BUDGET FUNDS

ALLOCATED TO NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
10 14. Hon TOM STEPHENS tothe Minister for Transport:

What funds have been allocated from which departments and agencies
within his portfolio in the 1993-94 Budget for non-government agencies?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The member's question is unclear. However, if he is referring to grants
and subsidies the following applies -
Stateships $10 000 Flying Angel Club

10109

Westrail $144 600 The Railway Institute



10110 [COUN CDI

Main Roads Western
Australia

Transpenhb
Department of Transport

$391 500 Australian Road Research Board
$213 000 National Road Transport

Commission
$206 000 Austroads

$10 000 Permanent International
Association of Road Congresses

$7 500 University of Western Australia
Engineering Foundation

$15 980 Australian City Transit Association
$80 000 Albany - Loves Bus Service
$5 000 Attendants Subsidy

$1 060 000 Bunibury City Transit
$10 000 Community Bus - General

provision
$210000 Eastern Goldfields Transport

Board - Operating
$75 000 Geraldton Town Bus Service
$60 000 H-edland Bus Lines
$1 000 Grain and Fertiliser Subsidy

$85 000 Kalamunda Bus Service
$75 000 Kalbarri-Denham Air Service

$170 000 Kimberley Air Service
$35 000 Kununurra Loans - Airport
$15 000 Landing Ground Grants
$60 000 Mandurah Bus Service

$600 000 Motor Spirit Subsidy
$25 000 Onslow Taxis

$426 000 Pensioner Inter- town
$168 000 Pensioner Intra-town
$637 000 Pensioner North of 26th Parallel

$18 000 Perth to Meekatharra bus
concession

$70 000 Pont 1-edand/Marble Bar air/
bus services

$135 000 SECWA - Collie/Muja - bus
transport

$1 640 000 Student Subsidised Travel Scheme
$20 000 Swanleigh Hostel - Student fare

concession - shortfall subsidy
$1 500 000 Taxi User Subsidy Scheme

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - BUDGET FUNDS
ALLOCATED TO NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

1027. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney
General:

What funds have been allocated from which departments and agencies
within her portfolio in the 1993-94 Budget for non-government agencies?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
The member's question is unclear. However, if he is referring to grants
and subsidies, the following applies -

Ministry of Justice
Office. of Women's Interests
All other departments/agencies

$2132496
$50 000

Nil
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PRISONS - REMAND CENTRES, CAPACITY
1060 Hon JOHN HALDEN to the inister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
In respect of each State prison and remand centre -

(a) what is the planned capacity;
(b) what was the number of prisoners held, at each security level, as at

the end of September 1993; and
(c) what was the number of' prisoners held at the end of September

1992?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(a) Prison Total Capacity

Albany 131
Bandyup 104
Broome 69
Bunbury 175
Canning Vale 305
Casuarina 524
CW Campbell Remand Centre 157
Eastern Goldfields 104
Greenough 129
Karnet 130
Pardelup 65.
Roeboumne 130
Wooroloo 200
East Perth Lockup 13
Total 2 228

(b) Muster as at 29.9.93 by security rating
Maximum 592
Medium 704
Minimum 798
Total 2094

(c) Muster as at 30.9.92 1 854
FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - BIG BANK, KALBARRI, BREACH REPORTS

1151. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Fisheries:

With respect to question on notice 753 -

(1) For each of the nine instances of boats caught fishing in closed
waters -

(a) when was the preparation of the breach report commenced;,
(b) who is preparing the breach report;

(c) who will decide on the appropriate action to be taken; and
(d) by what date will the breach report be completed?

(2) Does the Fisheries Department keep a progressive record of internal
file movements, especially with respect to breach reports?

(3) How many internal file movements have occurred for each breach
report and on what dates did these file movements occur?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -
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(1) (a) Detailed notes were made at the rime of the respective
offences and the completed reports were received from
(Jeraidton on 4 November 1993.

(b) The breach reports were prepared by the apprehending
officer, the mas ter of the Geraldzon based patrol vessel.

(c) The apprehending officer has recommended only letters of
warning to all nine fishermen as the distance involved in
each offence varied between 204 and 500 metres inside an
east/west boundary which is approximately 50 nautical
miles north pf the nearest land.
The Operations Manager responsible for the west coast and
the Director of Operations have an understanding of the
circumstances involved in these offences and indications
are that they will mast likely endorse the apprehending
officers'* recommendations.

(d) The breach reports were completed in October 1993.
(2) Upon receipt of a breach report at head office, the date of receival

is recorded on the report, which is placed on a specially created
file. All subsequent actions concerning the matter are dared on the
relevant file.

(3) The breach reports are in transit, which is the only movement
occurred to date.

ROCK LOBSThR INDUSTRY ADVISORY COUNCIL - SELECTION METHOD
REVIEW

1152. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Fisheries:

Wick respect to the Minister's answer to question on notice 730 -
(1) Who is reviewing the method of selection of the Rock Lobster

Industry Advisory Council in consultation with the Western
Australian Fishing Industry Council?

(2) What various options are being considered in this review?
(3) When will a final recommendation be made and by whom?
(4) When will a final decision be made and by whom?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) The Minister for Fisheries' office is reviewing the method of
selection of Rock Lobster Industry Advisory Council members in
consultation with the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council
Chairman, Mr John Cole and the Executive Director of Fisheries,
Mr P. Rogers.

(2) All options are being considered including remaining with the
current process of selection of appointments by the Minister for
Fisheries, following nominations by associations or as proposed by
the rock lobster subcommittee of the Western Australian Fishing
Industry Council. The council has sought the formation of a panel
to assist in the selection of appointments from nominations
forwarded by associations.

(3)-(4) The Minister for Fisheries will determine the appropriate selection
protess by early 1994 taking into account advice received from
Mr John Cole, the Executive Director of Fisheries, Mr P. Rogers,
and other information as it comes to hand.
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ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - HOME PORTING, HON PETER FOSS'
REPRESENTATION TO MINISTER

1153. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Fisheries:

With respect to the Minister's answer to question on notice No 712 -
(1) Did Hon Peter Foss make a representation to the Minister regarding

home porting?
(2) If so, how did that representation request the Minister to act?
(3) What research or scientific material was referred to in Hon Peter

Foss's representation to the Minister?
(4) On what date was Hon Peter Foss's representation received by the

Minister?
(5) Was the representation passed on to the Rock Lobster Industry

Advisory Council or the Fisheries Department?
(6) If so, what was the response to the representation by

(a) the Rock Lobster Industry Advisory Council;
(b) the Fisheries Department?

(7) Did the Minister rake the representation into account when making
his decision to remove home porting?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.
(2)-(7)

Many people made representation to the Minister and to the rock
lobster industry advisory committee on this issue covering a wide
range of views.

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PAPER No 54
Evaluation of Contribution to Breeding Stock, Data

1154. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Fisheries:

With respect to the Minister's answer to question on notice No 713 -

(1) Was the evaluation of the contribution to the breeding stock
resulting from the management strategies in Fisheries Management
Paper No 54 based solely on raw data?

(2) If no to(l) -
(a) what individual studies and/or population dynamnics models

were used to assist evaluation;
(b) what were the tidles of the individual studies and/or

population dynamics models;
(c) who are the authors of those studies and/or population

dynamics models;
(d) did any of these authors assist in the evaluation of the

contribution to the breeding stock resulting from the
management strategies in Fisheries Management Paper
No 54; and

(e) If yes to (d), who?
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Hon fli. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response -

(1) It should be noted that Fisheries Management Paper No 54 reports
a preliminary assessment that was superseded by the assessment
reported in Fisheries Management Paper No 55. The evaluation of
the contribution to the breeding stack resulting from the
management strategies was based not only on raw data but on the
understanding of the fishery and the biology o 'f the species
obtained from research studies dating back over 40 years.

(2) (a)-(e)
Many studies and models were used to develop a strategy
for the rock lobster industry.-

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - MAXIMUM SIZE REDUCTIONS
1155. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Fisheries:
With respect to the Minister's answer to question on notice No 706 -
(1) Is it the case that "a maximum size of 90-92mm would be needed to

conserve the equivalent 290 tanne" as stated by Mr Rodgers in the
Geraldion Guardian?

(2) (a) By what date will the analysis needed to answer fully
question on notice No 706(2) be completed; and

(b) will question on notice No 706(2) be answered when this
analysis is completed?

(3) Why is the Minister willing to answer question on notice No
475(5)(b) and (c) in writing but not willing to provide written
answers to questions 713 and 714 which request that primary
research data be supplied in writing?

Hon EJ CHAR.LTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following response-
(1) Estimated impacts of the introduction of a 90 mm maximum size

for female rock lobster as outlined in table 5 of Fisheries
Management Paper No 55 shows a total contribution of 171 tonnes
towards increased breeding stock from this measure, for zone A
and B.

(2) (a) A date has not been set for this analysis.
(b) Yes.

(3) Primary research material includes data collected since the early
1940s. The data used for analysis is in the order of 100 megabytes
of information. It is not practical to provide such a large volume
of information. The suggestion for a verbal briefing was provided
for that reason in relation to questions 713 and 714.

AUSTRALIAN WOOL PROCESSORS - UNSAFE WORK PRACTICES
1159. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for

Labour Relations:
(1) Does Australian Wool Processors in Spearwood have a history of unsafe

work practices?
(2) Is the Minister satisfied with the current work practices at the company?
(3) is the Minister satisfied that the current management is sufficiently

qualified to run the plant safely and not endanger staff?
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(4) Is the Minister satisfied with the current level of maintenance undertaken
at the plant and of equipment at this plant?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) There is no history of unsafe work practices at Australian Wool Processors

in SpearwoocL
(2)-(4) The premises have not been assessed by the Department of Occupational

Health, Safety and Welfare in over 12 months and therefore comment on
their current work practices is not possible. However, if the member has a
specific concern I would be pleased to examine the matter.

MARINE SAFETY - BUDGET ALLOCATION ACTUAL EXPENDITURE
1164. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Could the Minister advise what the Budget allocation for marine safety is
for 1993-94?

(2) What was the actual expenditure on marine safety for 1991-92 and
1992-93?

Hon E.i. CHARLTON replied:
Budget Actual Actual
1993-94 1992-93 1991-92
$000s $000s $000s

Recurrent Expenditure 8 622 9 152 8 864
Capital Expenditure 326 44 Nil
Total 8948 9196 8864

MEDIA MONITORING - GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES
1258. Hon TOM STEPHENS to die Minister for Finance:

(1) What media monitoring is undertaken in-house by each department and
agency within the Minister's portfolio?

(2) What has been expended by each department or agency within the
Minister's portfolio on media monitoring between 1 March 1993 and
October 1993?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The information sought is not readily available, and I am not prepared to
allocate the resources required to research it. However, I can inform the
member that I have not authorised any increase in in-house media
monitoring over that which was in place during the term of the Lawrence
Government. If the member has specific concerns about media
monitoring he can direct them to me in writing and I will consider his
questions on their merits.

MEDIA OR PUBLIC RELATIONS TRAINING - GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES

1274. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:
(1) How many officers from departments or agencies within the Minister's

portfolio areas have undertaken media or public relations training between
I March 1993 and 31 October 1993?

(2) What was the date of each training session?
(3) Who provided the training?
(4) What is the actual cost to date and estimated total cost of the training?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:

The information sought is not readily available, and I am not prepared to
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allocate the resources required to research it. However, I can inform the
member that I have not authorised any increase in media or public
relations training over that which was in place during the term of the
Lawrence Government. If the member has specific concerns about media
or public relations training he can direct them to me in writing and I will
consider his questions on their merits.

MEDIA OR PUBLIC RELATIONS TRAINING - GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES

1290. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:
(1) How many officers from departments or agencies within the Minister for

Finance's portfolio area have attended seminars or conferences for which
the Government met the cost of registration between 1 March 1993 and
31 October 1993?

(2) What was the nature of each conference, how many officers attended,
where were they held, and what was the total cost for each conference and
the cost per person?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The information sought is not readily available, and I am no: prepared to
allocate the resources required to research it. However, I can inform the
member that I have not authorised any increase in budgets for attendance
at seminars and conferences over that which was in place during the term
of the Lawrence Government. If the member has specific concerns about
attendance at seminars and conferences by officers in departments and
agencies within my portfolio area, he can direct them to me in writing and
I will consider his questions on their merits.

PHOTOCOPY EQUIPMENT - GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
AGENCIES

1306. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:
What photocopy equipment is held within each department and agency
within the Minister's portfolio area?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
The information sought would require considerable research and 1 am not
prepared to allocate resources far this purpose. If the member has a
specific concern about photocopy equipment I will be pleased to respond.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS - ISSUES; PRODUCTION DETAILS
1322. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Finance:,

(1) What publications are issued by each department and agency within the
Minister's portfolio on a regular or periodical basis?

(2) For each publication -

(a) is it produced in-house or by an outside firm;
(b) what is the cost including artwork, printing and distribution;
(c) who is the target audience; and
(d) is a copy of each edition provided to the Library and Information

Service of Western Australia?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific concern about departmental and agency publications I will be
pleased to respond.
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SMITH, WAYDE - FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, PREMIER'S MEDIA STATEMENT
1383. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier.

Does the Premier stand by every ward in his media statement issued on
28 October 1993 dealing with the financial affairs of the member for
Wan neroo?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

The member for Wanneroc's financial affairs are currently being
examined by an independent accountant.

PRISONS - CASUARINA
Prisoners, Numbers; Bed Allocation

1387. Hon DOUG WENN to the Moinister for Health representing the Attorney
General:
(1) What is the official capacity, in trns of prisoner numbers, of Casuarina

Prison?
(2) How many prisoners are currently being held at Casuarina Prison?
(3) Have all of these prisoners been allocated beds?
(4) If not, are any prisoners sleeping on mattresses on the floor?
(5) Are there any other prisons in the State in which prisoners are sleeping on

mattresses on the floor?
(6) If so, which prisons are they, and how many prisoners are involved?
(7) How does the Moinister intend to alleviate such problems of

accommodation as may exist?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) 524 beds.
(2) 446 - as at 16 November 1993.
(3) Yes.
(4) Not applicable.
(5)-(6) At Bunbury regional prison 10 prisoners have elected to sleep on two

mattresses each rather than a trundle bed. At Greenough regional prison
six prisoners, as a temporary measure.

(7) A number of strategies are currently under consideration to alleviate
accommodation difficulties.

MANGLES BAY MARINA DEVELOPMENT - APPROVAL
1407. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the Mangles Bay development proposed by the Department of Marine
and Harbours been approved?

(2) Would the department build this development itself or are there other
organisations involved; and if so, who are they and what is their interest?

(3) Are there any other proposals being considered for this site?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

(1)
(2)-(3)

No.
Once environmental approval of a marina development at Mangles Bay
was obtained, the Department of Marine and Harbours would work in
cooperation with the City of Rockingham and establish a land use plan for
the area. Public expressions of interest for development of the land, in

1lf 11l
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accordance with established planning guidelines and the marina would
then be called from the private sector. No other proposals for
development of the site are currently being considered by the Department
of Marine and Harbours.
MANGLES BAY MARINA DEVELOPMENT - SURVEYS

1410. HonJ.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What are the primary reasons for the proposed marina at Mangles Bay?
(2) What would be the cost of boat pens at such a marina?
(3) What is the current cost of boat moorings in Mangles Bay?
(4) Would moorings at this price still be available in Mangles, Bay if the

marina were to be constructed?
(5) Would such a marina accommodate boats in transit along the coast?
(6) Would high masted coastal boats be able to pass underneath the Garden

Island Bridge?
(7) Why has the Department for Marine and Harbours removed the navigation

buoys marking out the channel beneath the bridge?
(8) Arc there any plans to raise the bridge?
(9) If not, how will high nmasted coastal boats enter the marina?
(10) If yes, how much will the raising of the bridge cost?
(11) Who will pay for the raising of the bridge?
(12) If the Department of Marine and Harbours is not to build a marina at

Mangles Bay itself, is it acting on behalf of private enterprise?
(13) Did the 1991 Auditor General's report say that the Department of Marine

and Harbours went beyond its legal powers in providing commercial
facilities, for example at Hillatys?

(14) In planning a similar marina at Mangles Bay, is it not again exceeding its
powers?

(15) The EPA recommended the proposal be rejected as it was environmentally
unacceptable. On what prounds has the Department of Marine and
Harbours now appealed against the EPA's assessment?

HonE.i. CHARLTON replied:
(1) The primary reasons for the proposed marina at Mangles Bay are to

provide -
(a) Safe mooring for vessels;
(b) refuge for vessels along this section of coast; and
(c) associated land development complementing the holiday and

recreation usages of Cape Peron.
(2) It is expected that annual rentals of serviced boat pens would be in the

order of $200 to $220 per metre.
(3) Boat owners currently do not pay a fee for the use of swing moorings in

Mangles Bay. They do, however, pay for the upkeep and maintenance of
their moorings.

(4) If the marina were to be constructed, then a swing mooring fee of $20 to
$30 per metre per annum per vessel would be introduced within the
mooring area remaining. Owners would retain the choice of mooring their
vessels in either protected or unprotected waters.

(5) Yes.
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(6) No. Hligh moasted vessels could access the harbour from established moutes
to the north of Cockburn Sound.

(7) The Department of Marine and Harbours did not remove these navigation
beacons.

(8) No.
(9) The clearance under the bridge is 12.9 metres at mean time. Yachts with

higher masts can access the marina from the north.
(1O)-(11)

Not applicable.
(12) No. The Department of Marine and Harbours is seeking to facilitate a

marina development by the private sector.
(13) Yes. The 1991 Auditor General's report commented that various

developments at Hillarys Boat Harbour were outside the department's
legislative powers. Under the Marine and Harbours Act 1981, the
department's functions, in respect of the provision of facilities for
commercial ventures at marinas or boat harbours, are limited to the
construction, provision and maintenance of facilities and services that are
desirable to meet the needs of effective and efficient shipping and boating,
both recreational and commercial, The department undertook these
activities with the approval of the previous Government and on the
understanding that the Marine and Harbours Act would be amended
accordingly.

(14) No.
(15) The Department of Marine and R-arbours appealed against Environmental

Protection Authority assessment on the following grounds -
the emphasis on seagrass loss;
the need for suitable boating facilities in the region;
the longer tenrm social and development needs of the Rockinghanm region;
and
maintaining a safe anchorage in the region.
MANGLES BAY MARINA DEVELOPMENT - SURVEYS

1411. Hon LA. SCOTT' to the Minister for Transport:
With regard to the proposed marina in Mangles Bay -
(1) What surveys were undertaken to -

(a) establish public demand for this proposal; and
(b) determine the social and community impact of the

development?
(2) Were the Mangles Bay Fishing Club and the Cruising Yacht Club,

which currently represent the boats operating in Mangles Bay,
surveyed for their opinions on the proposal?

(3) If so, were they in favour of the proposal?
(4) The public environmental review (appendix 3) states that the

method used for demand analysis was based on numbers of boats in
post code areas -

(a) was the method used for Hillarys Marina based on a similar
method; and

(b) did those calculations turn out to be an overestimation of
approximately 200 per cent?

(5) Is it correct that the Mangles Bay Fishing Club carried out a poll of
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boat owners in the area and submitted this pol1 to the EPA in its
response to the public environmental review?

(6) If so -
(a) how many responses to the pa11 were there; and
(b,) what were the results?

(7) What evidence is there that any arganisation or authority, in the field
of recreational boating, wants the proposed marina or considers it to
be desirable?

(8) How many years have the Mangles Bay Fishing Club, the Cruising
Yacht Club, the AIW and the Returned and Services League
occupied foreshore lots which the proposed marina at Mangles Bay
would occupy?

(9) Would provision be made for their relocation?
(10) How many people would be directly affected by the removal of

these clubs?
(11) How many people in the AIW and RSL camps actually live there?
(12) What arrangements are there for these people to be accommodated

elsewhere?
(13) What attempts were made to ascertain the opinions of the present

occupiers towards a marina?
(14) As Mangles Bay is already a sheltered mooring area -

(a) why is a 17 hectare promontory being used in the design of
the marina; and

(b) as the proponents own wave analysis (public environmental
review, appendix 4) says that the waves come from the
north, what is the function of the promontory which
protects the eastern side?

(15) Is this the last mooring site with ocean access in the Perth area?
(16) If not, what others are there?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) (a) A separate marina consultative committee was formed to oversee

the planning for the marina project, with representatives of the
City of Rockingham and the Ministry of Spant and Recreation, and
the Departments of Planning and Urban Development. Marine and
Harbours and Conservation and Land Management. Consultants
were used to ascertain the level of interest of potential developers
of the facilities and of the likely future market demand of the
project. The need far safe moorings has been expressed in several
studies including -
The Perth Regional Tourism Study, 1977;
The Cockburn Sound Recreational Study, 1978;
Recreational Boating Facilities in WA, 1981;
The South-West Metropolitan Tourism Development Plan, 1985;
The Rockingham Coastal Study, 1988; and
The Cape Peron Study, 1988.

(b) More recently, this need was identified by the Cape Peron study
steering committee, the Cape Peron study technical committee and
the marina steering committee, which represent a wide range of
State and local government bodies. These groups gave support to
the proposal after having completed a process of consultation with
interested community groups.
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(2) Yes.
(3) Both groups were in favour of improved facilities at Mangles Bay, but had

some concern with the proposed change to user-pay principles for such
facilities.

(4) (a) Yes.
(b) No. Initial estimates of boat pen take up in Hillarys Boat Harbour

about match actual take up. Overall boat numbers in Hillarys Boat
Harbour are steadily increasing and currently number
approximately 320.

(5) Yes.
(6) (a)-(b) The member should take this issue up with the Mangles Bay

Fishing Club.
(7) 1 refer the member to my response at ()
(8) Formal lease negotiations between the Cruising Yacht Club and the

Fremantle Port Authority commenced in January 1978. Thie Professional
Fishermen's Association (Inc) agreed to lease land from the port authority
in October 1978. The AIW and the RSL occupy foreshore lots under a 21
year lease agreement with the Recreation Camps and Reserve Board,
which terminated in October 1993. Approval was given to extend that
term for a two year period with review.

(9) The Mangles Bay Fishing Club and the Cruising Yacht Club can occupy
areas within the proposed development. The rights of the AIW and the
RSL clubs would ordinarily cease on the termination of their leases. Both
clubs would be given the opportunity to participate in any new
development, provided that land use criteria were met and terms could be
agreed.

(10) The Ministry of Sport and Recreation anticipates that approximately 5 000
people would lose the exclusive right to use this part of the foreshore.
Approximately three times that number would be able to enjoy the
proposed public holiday facilities.

(11) It is understood that six people permanently live in the AIW and RSL
camps in a caretaking role.

(12) No arrangements have been made for these people to be accommodated
elsewhere, once the leases cease.

(13) It was expected that present occupiers would be opposed to the manina.
(14) (a) The promontory has been designed to - provide shelter from the

northern waves; act as a reclamation area for the dredged harbour
basin; provide necessary landside facilities for the harbour boating
component; link existing recreational uses to the harbour and
minimise the effect of swell.

(b) The promontory on the east side stabilises the eastern section of
the development and assists in the retention of the public beach
areas.

(15) This is the last site in the area suitable for public marina which will be
capable of serving the boating community in the long term.

(16) Not applicable.
MARINAS - BUILDING STATISTICS

1412. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many marinas have been built up and down the Western Australian

coast since 1980?
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(2) How many new marinas are being proposed?
(3) How profitable are the existing marinas?
(4) Did the Western Australia Auditor General's 1991 report indicate that the

Government spent $100m at 15 sites over the eighties; and if so, what
return did this expenditure bring to the taxpayers?

(5) Did the above report say that there was no evidence that associated
landside development made these projects profitable?

(6) Is there any new evidence to suggest that landside development helps
make marina projects profitable?

(7) Can the Minister outline when the Hillarys Marina will repay its capital
investment?

(8) As the Mangles Bay proposal is modelled on the Hillarys Marina with the
same proponent, what evidence does the inister have to ensure that the
Mangles Bay proposal will repay its capital investment?

(9) If the Department of Marine and Harbours makes a loss on this project,
from where will this loss be funded?

(10) Have changes been made to the management practices of the Department
of Marine and Harbours at Hillarys since the Auditor General's report
which was critical of its financial management?

(11) Would the Department of Marine and Harbours use different management
strategies in relation to the Mangles Bay development?

(12) If Hillarys Marina in the nonth is not profitable, what evidence is there to
suggest that a yacht marina in mortgage belt Rockingham could be
profitable?

(13) The public environmental review claims chat the proposal make "enough
land areas available to provide the income required to make the marina
financially self sufficient". Will the marina be subsidised by land sales;
and if so, why?

(14) As a marina can provide its own shelter, why is it proposed to use an
already sheltered site?

(15) Are all the criteria set out in the public environmental review for a marina
satisfied by the existing artificial boat harbour at Jervoise Bay a few miles
to the north?

(16) What is the occupancy rate of both the Jervoise Bay and Fremantle boat
harbours?

(17) Was Jervoise Bay considered in the public environmental review?
(18) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Seven boat harbours have been built and maintained by the Department of

Marine and Harbours - and its predecessors - since 1980.
(2) Two.
(3) The McCarrey Commission report shows that departmental boat harbours

and associated minor marine facilities produce an income of $3.75m, with
direct operating costs of $2.78Sm per annum.

(4) Yes. Table I of page 38 of the 1991 Auditor General's report indicates
that the Government has spent $107.3m, excluding Albany Emu Point
Boat Harbour, since 1980. Detailed financial data is shown in the
McCarrey Commission report.

(5) Yes.

10122



[Thursday, 16 December 1993])013

(6) Yes, appropriate landside development does help make marina projects
profitable. Fremantle Fishing Boat Harbour returned a profit of $15 554
in 1992-93, inclusive of allowance of $774 718 for depreciation and
interest on borrowed funds, with lease rentals being the main source of
income.

(7) My understanding is that the Previous Government did not intend Hillarys
Boat Harbour to repay its capital investment from funds generated solely
by land leases and boat pen rentals. A significant proportion of the capital
investment was a community service obligation providing community
facilities and employment for over 40)0 people.

(8) The Mangles Bay development model is different from the model used for
Hillarys. At Mangles Bay, the Department of Marine and Harbours is the
facilitator, not the developer.

(9) The Department of Marine and Harbours cannot make a loss as it is not
the developer.

(10) Yes.
(11) Yes. The private sector would be involved.
(12) The project being underwritten by the private sector.
(13) It has never been intended that land associated with the marina would be

sold as freehold. Land will be retained in Government ownership, but
leased to the developer, with sufficient land being made available to
enable the development to be self-sufficient.

(14) The site is not sheltered from north generated waves in year-round
weather conditions. There is a limit, which is rapidly being approached.
to the number of swing moorings the site can accommodate.

(15) The main area of the existing boat harbour at Jervoise Bay is required for
the ship building industry. The small area to the north of the harbour is
too distant from Rockingham to be an option. Insufficient land is
available at this site, which is A class reserve, to provide the commercial
facilities necessary to support a major boat harbour.

(16) Occupancy rates are as follows -

Jervoise Bay - the Cockbun Power Boat Association, which occupies the
northern portion of the harbour, has only six pens which it allocates to
members for temporary berthage at no charge. The club has no plans to
extend its mooring facilities.
Challenger Harbour - 100 per cent of existing pens.
Fremarntle Fishing Boat Harbour - 70 per cent annual average.

(17) Yes.
(18) It was discarded because it was too distant from Rockingham.

EMU POINT - COASTAL PROTECTION WORKS
1418. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Further to question without notice 757, concerning the Emu Point erosion
problem, can the Minister inform the House what the timetable will be if
and when the Government agrees to fund the repair work?

(2) In particular, what time will be allowed for -
(a) the consultation stage; and
(b) the design
of the project?
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(3) When will construction commence on the necessary capital works?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(0)-3) The consultation is largely complete. A preliminary design has been

completed by the department. All detailed design work should be.
completed by the end of January 1994. Construction will commence
when there is agreement on the final design and after funding for
construction has been secured.

LAND - STUBBS TERRACE, SUBIACO RAILWAY STATION
AREA, SERVICE INDUSTRIES RELOCATION PLANS

1419. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is the Government planning to relocate the service industries in Stubbs

Terrace, adjacent to the Nicholson Road subway, and the service
industries on land adjacent to the Subiaco Railway Station?

(2) If yes, what are these plans?
(3) What security of tenure can these businesses expect?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1)-(2) No, in so far as Westrail land in Stubbs Terrace, Shenton Park is

concerned. In respect of land adjacent to Subiaco railway station, the
Government property office is responsible for dealing with the
Government's interests in the area and the question should be directed to
the Premier.

(3) As far as Westrail land in Stubbs Terrace is concerned, security of tenure
is as provided for in the least contracts. The question should be directed
to the Premier in respect of Crown land being developed adjacent to
Subiaco railway station.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - OJR
PAPER COMPANY AND ITOCHU CONTRACTS

1421. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:

In relation to contracts between the Department of Conservation and Land
Management and the Japanese companies Oji Paper Company, Japan's
largest pulp and paper company, and the wrading giant ltochu, to establish
pulpwood plantations in the Albany area -

(1) Have any contracts actually been signed?
- (2) If so, by whom and for what goods or services?

(3) Has any Japanese money actually been paid in relation to these
contracts to -

(a) the Department of Conservation and Land Management;

(b) the Government;
(c) any individual?

(4) If so, to whom, how much and in return for what goods or services?
(5) Given the revelations in the second McCarrey report about CALM's

serious underpricing of logs from both native forests and Stare
owned softwood plantations, what assurance can the Minister
provide that taxpayers will not find themselves subsidising yet
another loss-making CALM venture?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
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(1) A deed of agency and indemnity between the Albany Plantation
Forest Company of Australia Pty Ltd and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management has been signed by the
company.

(2) The deed provides for CALM to establish and Lend hardwood
plantations on behalf of the company.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) The recommendations of the Commission to Review Public Sector

Finances will be the subject of detailed examination by a Cabinet
subcommittee established for that purpose. It should be noted that
royalty levels are set and adjusted periodically by the Government,
not by CALM.

JARRAH - WEIGHT PER CUBIC METRE; VOLUME PER TONNE
1422. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) What is the weight of a cubic metre of jarrah?
(2) What is the volume et a tonne of jarrah?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) larrah - green 1120 kg per cubic metre
Jarrah - 12% moisture content 820 kg per cubic metre
Jarrah - basic density 658 kg per cubic metre

(2) Jarrah - green I tonne = 0.893 cubic metres
Jarrah - 12% moisture content I Lonne = 1.220 cubic metres
Jarrah - basic density I tonne =1.520 cubic metres

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF - ELLIS
CREEK CONSERVATION PARK PROPOSAL

1444. Hon LA. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:

The following questions refer to the proposal to revoke part of State forest
17 and 31, bounded by Stallard Road, Ellis Creek Road, Ellis Creek and
the first tributary of Ellis Creek west of Ellis Creek Road in Nannup, to
form the Ellis Creek conservation park.
(1) Is the Minister aware that the proposed area has been heavily logged

and also contains a stand of pine trees?
(2) Why did the Department of Conservation and Land Management

select the area referred to above for conservation and recreation
when there is a much more representative area of jarrab-marri forest
immediately to the west of this area?

(3) Why is there no proper access to the area except on foot?
(4) Will funds be provided by CALM to manage the area for its

proposed purpose?
(5) When will the Greenbushes management priority area (M[PA) 5.5

become a nature reserve?
(6) When will the western limb of Beaton, north of Gold Gully Road

become a conservation park?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) 1 am advised the pines stem from rehabilitation of the Old Ellis
Creek townsite and do not affect the intrinsic value of the proposed
conservation park. The lagging was not heavy - see answer to (2) -
and was carried out a long time ago.

(2) The area was selected because of the stands of large jarrak and
blackbutr trees.

(3) Ellis Creek road provides vehicular access to the conservation
park. Vehicular access to other parts of the reserve is possible
under permit, in accordance with the forest management
regulations, to minimise the likelihood of spreading dieback
disease.

(4) Yes, within normal budgetary constraints.
(5) The State forest involved is currently going through the

Government clearance process prior to revocation.
(6) The western limb of Beaton - south of Gold Gully road; there is no

proposal north of this road - is still only a proposal in the draft
forest management strategy. No action will be undertaken to make
it a conservation park until the strategy is endorsed by the
Minister.

YOUTH CENTRES - YANCHEP, ESTABLISHMENT
1453. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the

Premier:
(1) Has the Government established a youth centre in Yanchep and appointed

a youth worker to operate from the community centre?
(2) If not, does the Government intend to meet these pre-election

commitments?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -

The question should be directed to the relevant Minister.
YANCHEP - YOUTH SERVICES AND FACILITIES REVIEW

1455. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the
Premier-

I refer the Premier to his pre-election commitments to resident of Yanchep
and ask -

(1) Has the review of youth services and facilities at Yanchep
commenced?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Who is conducting the review of youth services and facilities?
(4) Which Minister or Ministers are responsible for the review of youth

services and facilities?
(5) When will the review of youth services and facilities be completed?
(6) What steps are being taken to ensure all residents are given the

opportunity to contribute to the review of youth services and
facilities?

(7) Will the City of Wanneroo be consulted in the review of youth
services and facilities?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

(I )-(7) See answer to question 1453.
SCHOOLS - YANCHEP DISTRICT HIGH, FUTURE OPTIONS MEETING

1456. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Education:
(1) Could the Minister advise whether a meeting(s) were held in the latter part

of 1992/early 1993 with members of the Yanchep District H~igh School
P & C, the Principal of Yanchep District Hligh School, officers of the
Joondalup District Office of the Minister of Education, local members of
Parliament, including Hon George Cash, and the Minister, to discuss
future options for Yanchep District High School?

(2) If such a meeting took place, what were the options discussed?
(3) If such a meeting(s) did take place did the options discussed include -

(a) retaining the status quo;
(b) utilising Government funding to establish a separate high school

campus while upgrading the existing primary school facilities:.
(c) closing the high school component and offering high school students

the ability of being transported to the Wanneroo Senior High School
or similar high school for an interim period of five years until such
time as -

(i) a suitable high school site is found;
(ii) contact is made with the Tokyu Corporation (the largest

single landowner in Yanchep) to establish whether it is
prepared to assist, either financially or with an allocation of
land, for a high school in the area?

(d) if such discussions were held, what was the outcome?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes, on Wednesday, 7 April 1993.
(2) Two options discussed initially were those provided by the Building

Management Authority. These were two variations of upgrading existing
facilities.

(3) (a) Yes.
(b) The meeting was advised that this is not an option, due to the cost

factor.
(c) Yes, this option was raised by the parent body, but no time limit

was mentioned.
(i) A high school site has already been identified, but has not

.yet been purchased by the ministry.
(ii) Contact was made with the Tokyu Corporation through a

parent. Tokyu was not interested.
(d) The Superintendent of the Joondalup District Education office was

requested to establish the "Committee Investigating Secondary
Education for Yanchep Students"-

Following a number of public meetings and distribution of questionnaires.
the committee advised the Minister that parents were evenly divided
between sending children to Wanneroo Senior High School and Yanchep
District High School. The committee therefore found it extremely
difficult to make a recommendation but urged strongly that any ministerial
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decision should be based primarily on the educational needs of the
students. As a consequence of the committee's findings, the secondary
intake boundary between Wanneroo Senior High School and Yanchep
District High School will be removed. The future of secondary schooling
needs in (he Yanchep area will be further examined during 1994.

SCHOOL BUSES - YANCHEP-WANNEROO SENIOR IGH SCHOOL
1457. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister aware that high school students in years 8, 9 and 10 living
in Yanchep and attending Wanneroo Senior High School have to leave
home at 6.30 am and arrive back at 5.00 pmn, catch four buses and walk
more than two kilometres each day?

(2) If not, will he make himself aware of these facts and review the situation
so a fairer service is provided to those students?

(3) If not, why not?
(4) Would the Minister be prepared to meet a deputation of parents to discuss

their concerns if I offer to organise such a meeting?
(5) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Students from Yanchep, who choose to attend years 8, 9 or 10 at

Wanneroo Senior High School rather than Yanchep District High School,
catch the 6.38 am bus from Yanchep and transfer to another bus to
Wanneroo Senior High School at the Joondalup station. The reverse
journey is made in the afternoon.

(2) The most effective service at the best cost to the community is now being
provided. Neither Transpenth nor the Ministry of Education, which
provide transport from Yanchep to Wanneroo for students in years 11I and
12 - there are no classes for these years at Yanchep - is able to meet every
individual transport need.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) Yes.
(5) Not applicable.

CLONTARF BOYS' HOME - PUNISHMENT BOOK, VIEWING REFUSAL
1474. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Community Development:
Will the Minister establish whether the Manager of Clontaif Boys' Home
refused permission for members of the Children's Court to see the
punishment book required to be kept by regulations 21, 22 and 34 of the
Child Welfare regulations of 1934?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Community Development has provided the following
reply -

Officers from the Department for Community Development have perused
the appropriate filies. There is only one reference to a refusal for members

of the Children's Court to sight the punishment book. This is contained in
a report on a visit dated 16 August 1954, staing that the members were
refused a sighting of the punishment book by the then manager of
Clontarf.
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CLQNTARF BOYS' HOME - INSPECTION
1477. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Community Development:
(1) Will the Minister for Community Development inquire as to whether

members of the Children's Court inspected Clontarf Boys' Home on
16 September 1954?

(2) If so, will the Minister ascertain whether the Manager of Clonrarf Boys'
Home made any statement to members of the court in respect of the
reporting of abscondings from the institution to the police or the Child
Welfare Department?

(3) If so, what was that statement?
Hon EJ. CHARLTON replied:

The Minister for Community Development has provided the following
reply -

(1) There is no evidence on file of members of the Children's Court
inspecting Clontarf on 16 September 1954. However, two
members of the Children's Court inspected Clontarf Boys' Town
on 16 August 1954.

(2) During the visit on 16 August 1954, the then manager made a
statement to the members, in respect of the reporting of
abseondings from the institution, to the police and the Child
Welfare Department.

(3) The statement was -

1. Very often no prompt notification is given to the
Police or Child Welfare Department.

WESTRAIL - ADVERTISING HOARDINGS, ARMADALE
1482. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Transport:

What is Westrail's response to the City of Armadale's concerns about
advertising hoardings on railway reserves in the City of Annadale, with
particular respect to an apparent increase in numbers and
enlargement/illumination of such hoardings in the railway reserve facing
Albany Highway, between Kelmscout and Gosnells, as set out in a letter
from the City of Armadale to Westrail dated 27 October 1993?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
WestraUl's response to the City of Armadale confirmed that one new sign
had been erected without planning approval. This sign has since been
removed and Westrail's licensee, Australian Posters, has now applied for
planning approval. Australian Posters is carrying out a program to
upgrade the general appearance of hoardings under its contractual
obligation to Westrail. There have been no changes to the basic structure
or size of the hoardings which would require planning approval.

WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 9232 (537)
1485. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

In respect of Wescrail tender 9232 (537) - Minor refit of 12 locomotive
cabs as detailed in The West Australian on 20 November 1993 -

(I) What class of locomotive are they, of which gauge and what are the
fleet numbers?

(2) As the Midland Workshops have not yet closed, what benefits are
gained by not using Westrail staff?
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(3) 'As renders do not close until 6 January 1994, would it not be of
more benefit to the locomotive staff to utilise the Midland
Workshops?

Hon ElJ. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Class Gauge Number

AB narrow gauge 1531
AB narrow gauge 1532
AB narrow gauge 1533
AB narrow gauge 1534
AB narrow gauge 1535
D narrow gauge 1562
D narrow gauge 1563
DA narrow gauge 1571
DA narrow gauge 1577
K standard gauge 204
K standard gauge 205
K standard gauge 208

(2)-(3) Westrail staff are no longer available to undertake this work. The
program will extend approximately 12 months past the workshops' closure
dare.

WESTRAEL. - CONTRACT 9232 (552)
1486. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

In regard to Westrail contract 9232 (552) Collision damage repair to
locomotive L255 -
(1) When did this damage occur?
(2) Where did it occur?
(3) How did it occur?
(4) What is the estimate for the total cost of repairs?
(5) Were any Westrail staff in error?
(6) As tenders do not close until 9 December 1993, why nor repair the

unit immediately in the Midland Workshops, instead of waiting for
tenders?

Hon ElJ. CHARLTON replied:
(1) At 2.50 am on?7 May 1993.
(2) At the Co-operative Bulk Handling siding Kwinana.
(3) Standard gauge grain train No 5052 ran into the back of narrow gauge

grain train No 5904.
(4) No official estimate has been undertaken. The cost will be known when

renders have been evaluated.
(5) Yes.
(6) The work could not be completed by the workshops' closure dare with the

staff available.
WESTRA[L - CONTRACT 9232 (536)

1487. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
In regard to Wesnrail tender contract 9232 (536) - Maintenance of wagon
wheel sets -

(1) What is the anticipated cost of repair from a private firm?
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(2) What would have been the cost if Westrail did the repairs?
(3) Is theme provision to cover the need if it exceeds the $2 200 per

annum in tenders?
Hon E.J. CH-ARLTON replied:
(1) Cost will not be known until tenders are received and evaluated.
(2) Westrail's internal charge-out rare to overhaul a typical freight wagon

wheel set was approximately $2 500. However, this rate did not recover
all overheads and the actual cost would have been considerably more.

(3) Provision has been made in the tendering/contracting documents for
varying annual quantities. It is assumed the member's question has a
typographical error in relation to the figure of 2 200 wheel sets per annum.

WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 9232 (553)
1488. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

In regard to contract 9232 (553) - Overhaul of one long LC class
locomotive diesel engine -

(1) Which fleet number is the locomotive?
(2) Is this going to be a slow item by item rebuild, or a straight engine

exchange?
(3) What is the estimated difference in cost?
(4) How many kilomnetres has this locomotive done since its last refit?
(5) Are there any other items an this unit which need replacing?
(6) As tenders do not close until 9 December 1993, why was this work

not done by the Midland Workshops?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

This tender was subsequently cancelled. The work is being carried out
following acceptance of a quotation for the job.
(1) L253-.
(2) item by item rebuild.
(3) A quotation was not received for an engine exchange.
(4) Approximately 400 000 km.
(5) No.
(6) The work could not be completed by the workshops' closure date

with the staff available.
WESTRAIL - CONTRACT 9232 (554)

1489. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
In regard to contract 9232 (554) - Overhaul of one only DB class
locomotive diesel engine -

(1) Which fleet number is the locomotive?
(2) Is this going to be a slow item by item rebuild, or a straight engine

exchange?
(3) What is the estimated difference in cost?
(4) How many kilometres has this locomotive done since its last refit?
(5) Are there any other items on this unit which need replacing?
(6) As tenders do not close until 9 December 1993 why was this work

not done by the Midland Workshops?
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(7) Would it not be preferable to do a complete motor changeover as
this would mean the unit would be back on the lines sooner?

(8) Is a repaint of this locomotive included in this contract?
Hon ElJ. CHARLTON replied:
(1) DB 1590.
(2) The specification provides for item by item rebuild. However, the option

is available for tenderers to offer exchange engines.
(3) The difference in price will be known when tenders have been received

and evaluated.
(4) Approximately 800 000 kmn.
(5) Work replacing other items has already been carried out.
(6) Wesirail staff are no longer available to undertake this work.
(7) The overhaul of locomotive DB 1590 has been completed using a

changeover engine. The engine originally from DB 1590, when
overhauled, will become a spare for change-out into another locomotive
*when required.

(8) No.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS NOT

TABLED
1501. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Which department and Government agency annual reports under the
Minister's control have not been tabled in the Legislative Council before
8 December 1993?

(2) Has an extension of the cabling date been -

(a) sought; and
(b) granted?

(3) If not, why not?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) LandCorp is the only annual report outstanding at 8 December 1993.
(2) (a) No.

(b) Not applicable.
(3) Section 69 of the Financial Administration and Audit Act requires the

annual report to be tabled with a copy of the Auditor General's opinion in
Parliament within 21 days of receiving the Auditor General's opinion. His
opinion was received on 7 December 1993 and the annual report will be
cabled shortly.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS NOT
TABLED

1502. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Which department and Government agency annual reports under the

Minister's control have not been tabled in the Legislative Council before 8
December 1993?

(2) Has an extension of the tabling date been -

(a) sought; and
(b) granted?

(3) If not, why not?
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Hon LiJ. CH4ARLTON replied:
(1) Eastern Goldfields Transport Board; Geraldton Port Authority; Fremantle

Port Authority; Port Hedland Port Authority.
(2) Yes. In relation to the Pant Hedland Port Authority annual report 1992-93

an interim report under section 94 of the Financial Administration and
Audit Act 1985 has been issued by the Auditor General and tabled under
section 95 of this Act.

(3) Annual reports from the Eastern Goldfields Transport Board, the
Geraldton Port Authority and the Fremantle Port Authority will be tabled
in accordance with section 69 of the Financial Administration and Audit
Act 1985.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - REFURBISHMENTS, FRONT SECURITY DOOR
1507. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for

Labour Relations:
Further to the Minister's answer to question 826 -

(1) On whose recommendation was the $10 000 expenditre incurred to
install a front security door?

(2) Could the Minister please provide a detailed breakdown of the
minor works that were carried out which cost $3 600?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The installation of a security door was a result of consultation between the

Minister's office and the Building Management Authority with a view to
improving office security and access.

(2) Library shelving $1 748
Pin-up board 138
Filing cabinet 360
Alterations to desk 138
Front door buzzer 500
Signage 620
Closer at rear door 102

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - REFURBISHMENTS
1508. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
Further to question 821 -

(1) Could the Minister please provide a breakdown of the 518 424 that
was expended on the ministerial office refurbishment?

(2) On whose recommendation were security doors installed and at
what cost?

(3) What was the nature of the refurbishment of the ensuite associated
with the ministerial office?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Reception redesign and refit $10 990

Construction 4 090
Fittings 3 680
Electrical 880
Painting 140
Fees 2 200

Security doors 5 694
En suite refit 1 740
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(2) WA Police Protective Services - $5 694.
(3) Provision of cupboards and other fittings to make ensuite more

appropriate for a female Minister.
AUGUSTA PORT - SLIPPING FACILITY PROPOSAL

1511. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister foTrnsport:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River has

approved concept plans for the construction of a slipping facility at
Augusta and in view'of the demonstrated need for such a facility will he
seek a reorder of the capital works budget to enable this project to proceed
this financial year?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Yes, I am aware of the approved concept plans for the construction of a

slipping facility at Augusta.
(2) This project had to compete against other projects for capital works funds.

Before any commitment can be given there is a need to resolve a number
of issues associated with its ongoing management.

AUGUSTA PORT - SLIPPING FACILITY PROPOSAL
1512. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport:

What action does the Minister propose to take following receipt of the
correspondence from the Leeuwin Professional Fishermen's Association
again expressing concern at the lack of a facility in Augusta to slip
commercial fishing vessels for the purpose of surveys conducted by the
department and running repairs and services to the underside of vessels?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Leeuwin Professional Fishermen's Association will be advised to
continue liaising with the Department of Marine and Harbours on this
issue. I refer the member to my answer to question on notice 1513.

AUGUSTA PORT - SLIPPING FACILITY PROPOSAL
1513. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the Minister taken any action to achieve the much needed slipping
facility at Augusta to help service the needs of that port's fishing fleet?

(2) If yes, what action has the Minister taken?
(3) If no, why not?
(4) If no, will he undertake to become briefed on the matter and support the

proposal.
(5) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Department of Marine and Harbours was authorised to release for

public comment a draft strategic plan for maritime facilities which, on
completion, will enable Government to set priorities for competing
maritime facility proposals including the proposed Augusta slipway.

(3)-(5)
Not applicable.
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MABO LEGISLATION - PUBLIC MEETING, BUNBURY
1516. Hon DOUG WENN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

In relation to the public meeting on the Mabo legislation held in Bunbury
on Monday December 6, 1993 and attended by the Premier
(1) Who initiated the argarnising of this meeting?
(2) Which local group took responsibility for organising this meeting?
(3) Was the Government Media consultant in Bunbury, Anthony Bloc,

involved in any aspects of this organising?
(4) Who paid for the advertisement placed in the South West Timnes

advertising this meeting?
(5) Who met the costs associated with the running of this meeting?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -
(1) The meeting in Bunbury, like a number of meetings in regional

centres around the State, arose from discussion between industry
groups and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet. Industry
groups expressed an interest in organising public meetings which
would assist greater public understanding about the Western
Australian and Commonwealth legislative responses to the High
Court Mabo rulings. In some instances the Ministry of the Premier
and Cabinet approached local industry groups to gauge interst and
in some cases the local electoral office was involved with the
Chamber Of Commerce and Industry. In Bunbury the meeting was
organised by the Forest Industries Federation in association with
the office of Ian Osborne MLA. The Opposition was invited and
represented at the meeting.

(2) The Forest Industries Federation in association with the electoral
office of Ian Osborne MLA. The Bunbury Chamber of Commerce
expressed initial interest in the meeting but later declined the
invitation to organ ise the event.

(3) Mr Bee assisted the local office of Ian Osborne to organiise the
meeting.

(4) The Forest Industries Federation paid for the advertisement.
(5) The Forest Industries Federation met the costs.

MABO - REGIONAL SEMINARS, PREMIER'S OFFICE INVOLVEMENT
1519. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

With regard to the regional seminars on Mabo_-
(1) Are any staff from the Premier's office involved in the organising of

these seminars?
(2) Is the Government providing any funding direcdly, or indirectly, to

these seminars?
(3) Are any Ministers attending these seminars?
(4) If (3) is yes, what is the cost of the Ministerial attendances?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

(1) Staff from the Premier's office were involved in organising the
seminars through discussion with local parties and coordinating the
availability of speakers from Government.
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(2) In some cases Government paid minor costs locally if there was no
other source - in the vicinity of $200. This was the situation in
Karratha where the Chamber of Commerce and Industry was
involved last weekend.

(3) Yes, the Premier attended the meeting in Bunbury, the Minister for
Mines attended the meeting in Kalgoorlie, the Minister for
Education attended the meeting in Karratha, and the Attorney
General attended the meeting in Carnarvon. Mr Kevin Prince
MLA attended the meeting in Albany. Opposition members were
also invited and attended this meeting.

(4) The cost of the ministerial travel has yet to be calculated.
SNALAKS - GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ASSISTANCE

1520. Hon BOB THOMAS to the M inister for Lands:
I refer to previous question No 872 of 1993, in which the Minister advised
that Indian company Shalaics was provided $32 000 as an assistance to
industry in it's acquisition of a block at Albany's Down Road Industrial
Park - and the Minister for Commerce and Trade's answer to a question in
which he said the GSDA had in fact provided no financial assistance to
Shalaks
(1) How does the Minister reconcile this discrepancy?
(2) Did the GSDA provide financial assistance to Shalaks, or did it not?
(3) What is the Government's definition of "assistance to industry"?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) 1 have been advised that the GSDA arranged financial assistance for the

company by way of a cash contribution to the purchase price of the land
paid directly to LandCorp by the Department of Commerce and Trade.

(2) Refer to (1).
(3) In this case assistance in purchasing the land.

CONSULTANTS - MINISTER FOR MINES EMPLOYMENT
1521. Hon MARJK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Since 6 February 1993 which consultants are or have been employed by
the Minister or the Minister's office?

(2) If not a natural person in part (1) who were the individuals employed by
the consultants?

(3) What specific purpose were the consultants employed and on what matters
was advice supplied or work done?

(4) What was the period of their contract?
(5) On what basis were they paid and what remuneration did they receive?
(6) What, in travel and accommodation, have they incurred as pant of their

employment?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature
on a range of matters. In the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer the questions to date. I can see little public interest
being served in continuously covering the same ground. Accordingly I am
not prepared to divert considerable departmental resources to this end. I~f
the member has a specific query he can put it to me in writing and I will
have the matter addressed.
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CONSULTANTS - MINISTER FOR MINES EMPLOYMENT
1522. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

(1) Since 6 February 1993 which consultants are or have been employed by
departments or agencies under the Minister's jurisdiction?

(2) If not a natural person in part (1) who were the individuals employed by
the consultants?

(3) What specific purpose were the consultants employed and on what matters
was advice supplied or work done?

(4) What was the period of their contract?
(5) On what basis were they paid and what remuneration did they receive?
(6) What, in travel and accommodation, have they incurred as part of their

employment?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature
on a range of matters. In the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer the questions to date. I can see little public interest
being served in continuously covering the same ground. Accordingly I am
not prepared to diven considerable departmental resources to this end. If
the member has a specific query he can put it to me in writing and I will
have the matter addressed.
MINING INDUSTRY - EXPLORATION LICENCE 25-64

1523. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:
(1) Which company or person(s) currently hold exploration licence 25-64 to

the east of Kalgoorlie - Boulder?
(2) Which company or person(s) currently hold the portion or portions of EL

25-64 that was recently relinquished or surrendered and what is the
number of the new mining tenement(s) covering the ground relinquished
which is held by the new owners?

(3) On what date was EL 25-64 surrendered or relinquished?
(4) On what date was the application(s) made to take up the relinquished

ground in part (3)?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Beckinont Holdings Pty Ltd.
(2) (a) No company or persons currently hold the recently surrendered

portion of EL 25-64.
(b) Application for exploration licence 25-104 has been received for

this ground from Jerome Moretion Frewen.
(3) Partially surrendered on 5 November 1993.
(4) 5 November 1993.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - MOTOR VEHICLE
THIRD PARTY INSURANCE CLAIMS, SAVING

1524. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance:
What is the estimated saving to the State Government Insurance
Commission of the changes announced by the Minister on 24 November,
1993 to the Motor Vehicle Third Party Insurance claim, which apply from
1 July 1993 -

(a) in respect of the new threshold and sliding wcale; and
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(b) to the limits on legal fees?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(a) Based on the avenage of the actual claims experience for the past three

years - 1990-91, 1991-92 and 1992-93 - with no adjustment for the
possible change in human behaviour, the estimated savings for the cost of
claims as a result of accidents in 1993-94 will be approximately $50m.
Due to the fact that the majority of these claims will not be settled in
1993-94, the cash flow saving for 1993-94 will be only $2m.

(b) Nil.
R & I BANK OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA LTD - RESIGNATIONS

1525. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:
Further to question 1216 on 3 November, 1993, how many employees left
the Rural and Industries Bank of their own accord between -

(a) 1 October, 1990 to 30 September, 1991;
(b) 1 October, 1991 to 30 September, 1992; and
(c) 1 October, 1992 to 30 September, 1993?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply -

(a) 336.
(b) 274.
(c) 311.

ROTHWELLS LTD - BARL OUT, GOVERNMENT LOSSES
1526. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

Could the Government detail the moneys lost by the State Government on
the Rothwells bail out?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Premier has provided the following reply-

Yes, although the question should be directed to the Ministers in previous
Labor Governments responsible for the squandering of hundreds of
millions of taxpayers' funds in this shameful period of our State's history.
The findings of the royal commission unequivocally link the
petrochemical project fiasco to the Rothwells bail out, and in this area
alone it is estimated that the loss incurred by WA Government Holdings
will amount to well over $400m. On top of that must be added the
"investment losses" incurred by the State Government Insurance
Commission, the Superannuation Board and the Rural and Industries
Bank. Apart from that are the unquantifiable and ongoing casts to the
State resulting from the damage incurred to our financial reputation as
reflected in the downgrading of the State's credit rating under the previous
Labor administration.

Cost to the State of the PICL project from 17 October 1988 to
7 December 1993 -
Administration costs $182 819
Legal costs 6533816
Repayment of principal

for acquisition 50000000
for interimtfinance 75000000

Interest paid on
acquisition raisings 94 274 791
interim finance raisings 13 211 597
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Project valuation fee 542 721
Task force costs 358 586
Settlement of PitL contractors' claims 26918 340
Other loan payment obligations 1 698 945
Stamp duty 218J77

270 909 085
Unpaid principal for acquisition 150
Total actual costs for wage 395 909 085
Legal costs - Crown Solicitor 2688 784
Legal costs - SEC WA 2285428l
Actual costs to the State to 7 December 1993 401 583 297
It will take more ine to derail other losses involved with the
Rothwells bail out.

TIWEST JOINT VENTURE - ROC MINERAL SANDS COMPANY
Government Agencies' Loans

1527. Hon MARK NEVLLL to the Minister for Mines:
(1) What investments or loans has the SCIC or any other Government

agencies extended Tiwest Joint Venture or RGC Mineral Sands Company?
(2) What is the interest rate, termn and nature of the investment(s)?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) 1 am not aware of any loans or investments that either the 5GIC or any

other Government agency has extended to the Tiwest joint venture or the
mineral sands company.

(2) Not applicable.

HAYES, GARY - CASUARINA PRISON, MODECATE INJECTIONS
1529. Hon REG DAVIES to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is the Attorney General aware the prisoner Gary Hayes (armoured
personnel carrier case) has alleged that he is being forcibly injected with
Modecare against his wishes at Casuarina prison?

(2) If his allegations are correct, would the Attorney General advise whether
this is normal procedure?

(3) Could the Attorney General advise whether an independent psychiatric
assessment has taken place?

(4) If so, does it differ from the official Government psychiatric report?
(5) Has Mr Hayes been offered counselling?
(6) If not, is it intended to offer him counselling in the near future?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Section 45 of the Prisons Act allows for such force as is considered

necessary to be used to administer treatment where treatment, if refused, is
considered likely to impair the life or health of the prisoner or other
,persons. A decision to administer such treatment is taken by a qualified
medical practitioner.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) Yes.
(6) Not applicable.
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STEPHENSON AND WARD INCINERATOR - MEDICAL WASTE
INCINERATION, CITY OF CANNING'S DETERMINATION

1530. Hion LA. SCOTT to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Planning:

Further to question on notice 1429 of 30 November 1993, caking account
of the City of Canning's determination that incineration of medical waste
by the Stephenson and Ward incinerator is a general industrial use not
requirin-; application of special approval procedures -

(1) Why did the City of Canning determine that a 1986 proposal to
incinerate medical waste in Granite Place, Welshpool an area zoned
general industry, be classified as an offensive trade and as such be
within the city zoning scheme a "noxious industry" requiring special
approval of council to operate in a general industry zone?

(2) Will the Minister investigate the City of Canning's apparent
inconsistent use of its planning powers?

Hon PETIER FOSS replied:
(1) I do not know; I am not privy to the deliberations of the City of Canning.
(2) No.

STEPHENSON AND WARD INCINERATOR - SMOKE EMISSIONS
153 1. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
Further to question on notice 1428(3) of 1993, what is the explanation for
the black smoke emitted from the roof of the Stephenson and Ward
incinerator on 13 November 1993 and 27 November 1993 if, as the
Minister said on 30 November 1993, a broken seal which had been
causing the smoke had been repaired?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

The EPA advises me that there have been no reports nor complaints
received from the community regarding smoke emissions on these dates;
consequently no investigation has been conducted.

A CAPITAL CITY FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA; RESTRUCTURING THE
CITY OF PERTH - SCOTT FOUR COLOUR PRINT CONTRACT

1532. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Local Government:
(1) Who was the officer responsible for awarding the job of printing the

brochures "A Capital City for Western Australia; Restructuring the City of
Perth' to Scott Four Colour Print?

(2) What action has the Minister taken to inform this officer of the
requirements for proper accountability in awarding Government work?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following response -

The Minister has previously indicated that this apparent oversight
was the result of arrangements being handled by his ministerial
staff, the consultants and departmental staff. No one officer is
responsible for this apparent oversight and the Minister has given a
public assurance that strict compliance will be observed in relation
to such matters in the future.
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MT MAGNET SHIRE - NEW ROAD HOUSE DEVELOPMENT, COSTS
1534. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Is the Minister aware chat the Mt Magnet Shire Council has concerns and
reservations with regard to the Department of Land Administration costs
of $233 000 quoted for the development of the current designated site for
a new moad house development in the Mt Magnet Shire?

(2) Has the Minister taken the opportunity to assess the accuracy of this quote
and ascertain why it is totally different from the costs of this site
development as calculated by the Shire of Mt Magnet?

(3) Will the Minister take steps to ensure that the Shire of Mt Magnet is
immediately furnished with details of the actual costs involved and the
moneys outstanding on these developments?

(4) Would the Minister also ensure that that information is made available to
me at the same time?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) No. However, I have been advised by the Department of Land

Administration the information was furnished to the Shire of Mt Magnet
via correspondence dated 9 November 1993.

(2) The figure stated was not a quote but an actual development cost of an
entire subdivision consisting of the roadhouse lot, caravan park site, motel
site, a group housing lot and three single men's quarters lots.

(3)-(4)
Yes.

LAND ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF - MIDLAND SERVICES
1535. Hon N.D. GRIFFITH-S to the Minister for Lands:

(1) What activities are currently carried on by the Department of Land
Administration at Midland?

(2) What changes to these activities are being proposed?
(3) If any changes are being proposed, when is it proposed that these changes

be implemented?
(4) How many people are currently employed by DOLA at Midland?
(5) Is it proposed that the number of people employed by DOLA at Midland

be reduced or increased?
(6) If it is proposed that the number of people employed by DOLA at Midland

be increased, what areas of activity will the new FTEs be engaged in?
(7) If it is proposed that the number of people employed by DOLA at Midland

be decreased, what areas of activity will have a decreased number of
FTrEs?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) A full range of services is provided by DOLA at Midland as documented

in the Program Statements submitted to Parliament as part of the
consolidated revenue fund estimates and as detailed in the department's
annual report and corporate plan.

(2)-(3)
The department is continually reviewing its activities to improve
efficiency and reduce costs. In addition, the department, as part of the
Government's public sector reform program, is reviewing and reporting
on the opportunity for future change. This includes focusing on core
business activities which, in some cases, will result in the transfer of somne

10141



activities to the private sector. A detailed implementation plan has yet to
be endorsed by Government, but some changes will commence this
financial year.

(4) 827 FTEs are allocated to the department's Midland office.
(5) The number of people currently employed by the department at Midland

will be reduced.
(6) Not applicable at this stage.
(7) It has been decided that the following activities will be transferred to the

private sector resulting in a decrease in staffing levels -

Air photography
Geodetic field services
Land planning
Search ordering process
LAN/PABX management.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
WESTRAIL - EMPLOYEES WORKING FOR PRIVATE COMPANIES

1008. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Will the Minister confirm that a level 4 planner who is currently employed

and paid by Westrail has been placed by Beilby Management Services Pty
Ltd at Ledger Engineering Pty Ltd to tender for Westrail work previously
performed at Midland Workshops?

(2) As this person's skills are now being used by Ledger Engineering, why is
Westrail continuing to pay his salary?

(3) How many other instances are there of Westrail paying for, or subsidising,
the salaries of former employees currently working for private companies?

Hon E.J. CH-ARLTON replied:

1 am not aware of any of the details referred to by the member, but I will
obtain that information for him and I will advise him accordingly, as
Parliament will not be sitting.

WESTRAIL - BUDGET, QUARTERLY FICORES
1009. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Will the inister confirm that in spite of enormous staff reductions in
Westrail, and the Minister's belief that contracting out would save
significant money for that organisation, the budget for Westrail has blown
out from that normally experienced at this time of the year?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
Obviously, the member has a problem understanding accounting
procedures for the operations of Westrail for the coming year as a
consequence of the budgetary process. The reduction in staff numbers
will not be reflected in this year's accounts, because of redundancy
packages and other associated decisions made. The great benefit to
Westrail will be seen in the future -as a consequence of these savings and
the efficiency measures taken. The benefits of the decisions far
outweigh -

Hon John Halden: You do not understand my question.
Hon E.J- CHARLTON: The member does not wbnt to understand the answer.

Somebody has given him information which is probably as inaccurate as
the informnation he had yesterday or the day before.
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Hon John Halden: Is it true or not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: Westrail's budgetary figures and its operation will

continue to improve.
WES7RAIL - BUDGET, QUARTERLY FIGURES

1010. Hon JOHN WALDEN to die inister for Transport:
I am not sure that the Minister understood my question because his answer
did not have much to do with it. I simply want to know whether it is true
that Wesnrail's budgetary figures at this time of the year have blown out
compared with the figures in previous years.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
it is a matter of conjecture by the member and whether he considers that
the quarterly reports submitted - if that is what he is referring to -

Hon John Halden: Yes.
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: The quarterly figures are different front the amounts

budgeted for. However, the important matter is the figures at the end of
the year.

Hon John Halden: So they have?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON: It is not a matter of whether they have or have not. The

member seems to have a problem with the fact that the budget is for the
whole of the year and not for one quarter.

TAXIS - PRIVATE HIRE CARS, USE OF TAXI RANKS TO PICK UP FARES
1011. Hon JOH4N WALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Will private hire cars be allowed to use taxi ranks to pick up fares, under
proposed changes to the Taxi-car Control Act?

Hon E.J CHARLTON replied:
No.

TAXIS - RADIO CONTROLLED TAXI COMPANIES, MORE COMPANIES
1012. Hon JOHN WALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Does the Minister intend to allow more radio controlled taxi companies to
operate in the metropolitan area?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
As part of the new taxi arrangements, radio controlled taxi companies will
need to be registered. Currently there are two such companies. It is not
the Government's intention to restrict the number of radio controlled taxi
companies operating.

ROAD FUNDING - FEDERAL, NATIONAL ARTERIAL ROAD FUNDS
1013. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister confirm that the national arterial moad funds to the State
have remained constant from 1992-93 to 1993-94, although that funding is
now provided in two parts? The first part is arterial road funding and ends
on 31 December, and the second part for the next six months is under the
new name of untied road funding.

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I must double check on chat but, as I remember from last looking at the
figures, they are the same. As the member said, those fundts are now
allocated under a different arrangement, and Western Austraa is the only
State that has ensured those funds were dedicated to woads.
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ROADS - REID HIGHWAY, PHASE 3 CONSTRUCTION
1014. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister confirm that phase 3 of the construction of the Reid
Highway, approved by the fanner Minister in March 1988, has been
delayed?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I question the member on that date. Much has happened since 1988, and
that is part of the great problem this State is facing. A whole range of
projects, such as the Reid Highway, are currently under consideration with
regard to improving their timetable or determining whether sufficient
funds will be available in the coming year to complete thenm. That matter
will be considered again in January. As a consequence of developments at
ELlenbmook and other associated areas which need road access, the
Government is considering how the funds to which it has access can be
readjusted to ensure that its efforts are maximnised. The Main Roads
Department and the previous Government entered into an arrangement to
build new woads in the metropolitan area which were funded from both
State and Federal Government sources. As a consequence of the Federal
Government reducing the total allocation to the State - some of thdse
funds have been discontinued altogether - local government authorities,
the Road Transpont Association, the Royal Automobile Club of WA, and a
number of industry groups met last week, and decided they should get
together and focus their attention in a coordinated way on trying to
overcome the shortfall facing this State as a result of the cutback by the
Federal Government.

ROADS - REID HIGHWAY, EXTENSIONS FUNDING
1015. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

Is it correct that the Reid Highway extensions are being funded solely
from national arterial road funds?

Hon E.i. CHARLTON replied:
I understand that is not the case.

ZAKNICH, JIM - CORRECTIVE SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF, INQUIRY
1016. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Health representing the Attorney

General:
(1) Has Mr Jim Zaknich been working on the investigations into the former

Department of Corrective Services, now part of the Ministry of Justice?
(2) Has the Ministry of Justice paid for the services of Mr Zaknich?
(3) To which ministry official does Mr Zaknich report?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) The executive director of corporate services at the Ministry of Justice.

AIR TRAVEL - MINISTER FOR COMMERCE AND TRADE
Maroontba Air Service; Air Charter Service

1017. Hon JOH-N l-ALDEN to the Minister for Education representing the Minister
for Commerce and Trade:

Some notice of the question has been given.
(1) On what number of occasions has the Minister travelled with the

Maroomba Air Service air charter operation since 16 February
1993?
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(2) What was the cost and destination for each air charter movement
with this company?

(3) What other air charter service has the Minister used for his air
transport needs since 16 February 1993?

(4) Was this charter service for the Minister selected by a tender
process?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for
Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about air charter I will provide a response,

Hon John Halden: I thought it would come out. I thought you had something to
hide.

Hon N.F. MOORE: Would the member like me to tell him about Mr Stephens'
use af the Kingair aircraft on election day?

BRADSHAW, DR WAYNE - MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, CONTACT
10 18. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader of the House representing die Premier:

Will the Premier assure the House that no member of his Government has
had contact, directly or indirectly, with Dr Wayne. Bradshaw since
warrants were issued for his arrest?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has
provided the following reply -

lt is up to individual members of Parliament as to who they have contact
with in our democratic country.

Hon John Halden: Any old crook will do.

SMITH. WAYDE - POLICE INTERNAL CHARGES, CHARACTER
TESTIMONIAL

1019. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader or the House representing the Minister
for Police:

Some notice of the question has been given.
(1) With reference to police internal charges faced by Mr Wayde

Smith in 1986, was the testimonial of character written on a police
letterhead?

(2) Was the testimonial of character for a person with a criminal
record or facing charges?

(3) For whom was the testimonial character provided?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

I thank the member for some'notice of the question. The Minister for
Police has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Yes.
(3) The Commissioner of Police has advised that this is personal

information which he is not prepared to divulge.
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PERTH CITY COUNCIL - BROCHURE, PRINTING TENDER
1020. Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Local Government:
Some notice of this question has been given.
(1) Is the Minister aware that section 17 of the State Supply

Commission Act creates an obligation on the pant of public officers
and authorities to comply with commission policies, including the
tendering policy?

(2) Is the Minister aware that section 173 of the Criminal Code creates
an offence, punishable by up to two years' imprisonment plus a
fine, applying to public servants who omit, fall, or refuse to do any
act which they are required to do by virtue of their employment?

(3) Is the Minister aware that section 177 of the Criminal Code creates
a general offence of omitting to do any act which a person is
required to do under Statute law, and that this offence is
punishable by up to one year's imprisonment?

(4) Given that the Minister has blamed public officers for the failur to
seek tenders for the printing of the Government's glossy brochure
advertising its policy on the Perth City Council, what steps will he
take to determine whether any legislative breach or criminal
offence has been committed by the officers concerned?

(5) Will the Minister name the officers to whom he attributes blame
for any failure to observe statutory duties in this matter?

Hon E.i. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following response -

(1) The Minister has previously indicated chat through an
administrative oversight full compliance with State Government
tender procedures would not have occurred in relating to printing
and mailing of the brochure on the Perth City Council
restructuring.

The Minister has previously indicated that this apparent oversight
was the result of arrangements being handled by his ministerial
staff, the consultants and depantmenta.] staff. No one officer is
responsible for this apparent oversight and the Minister has given a
public assurance that strict compliance will be observed in relation
to such matters in the future.

SCHOOLS - EAST MARANGAROG PRIMARY
Capital Works Program

1021. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
In reply to question without notice 903 the Minister indicated that he
would "find out" if the member of the House of Representatives for
Cowan was correct when he said that "the proposed East Marangaroo
Primary School has not previously been included on the capital works
program of the ministry". Will the Minister now inform the House exactly
what advice he gave the MHR for Cowan on this subject?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I thank the member for the question. The member for Cowan was briefed
in correspondence in August 1993 of the background to the proposed East
Marangaino school- In particular, he was advised as follows -

The Ministry of Education has not previously included this
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proposed school on specific capital works program, due to its
inability to rate as a high prioritry, based on normal planning
criteria.
..the proposed East Marangaroo School has been tentatively

listed by the Ministry of Education as a possible new school for
opening in 1996.

...the timing of the school will, however, be subject to regular
reviews, which will of necessity, include all areas across the State
where pressures on existing facilities are acute.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM PROGRESS
1992 -93 TO 2001-02 - BONA FIDE DOCUMENT

1022. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
How can the Minister reconcile the answer just given with that given only
yesterday in which he indicated that the capital works progress document
titled "Ministry of Education Capital Works Program Progress 1992-93 to
2001-02" was a bona tide document?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I explained to the member yesterday that the document which appeared in
the Western Teacher was a forward projection of the capital works
program, and had no more status than any other proposal for activities
some distance into the future. The member rightly mentioned that it
considers activities through to the year 2002. The ministry attempts to
work out in advance what requirements will be in the future, but these
projections have no status in fact.

I was angry that the document was published because it will have created
expectations about the provision of schools in certain areas. No
commitments are attached to the forward project statement. They are
planning documents which have no credibility in that they do not
represent final or formal decisions. I did not make the point very clearly
yesterday, but the publication of that document is unfortunate simply
because it will have created in people's minds a view that certain things
will happen when no such commitment has been given.

TRANSPERTH - FRIDAY NIGHT SHOPPING, SERVICES INCREASE
1023. Hon SAM PlANTADOST to the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister increase Transperth services for patrons taking
advantage of Friday night shopping in the central business district?

Hon E.J CHARLTON replied:
Following public comment over the past few days - this has been
consistently discussed over a number of years - in which complaints were
made about services provided during the Christmas and New Year period,
I have taken up this issue with Transperth. Also, the Department of
Transport has made contact with a number of other bus operators. I amn
pleased to advise that progress has been achieved with the Metropolitan
Transport Trust, as the bus operation is properly known, with negotiations
on some special arrangements with the public transport union by which we
will see some buses on specific routes running at peak periods during the
festive season. I will know more tomorrow regarding bow many buses
will be available and the details.
Instead of simply putting on the gazetted services and continuing them for
longer periods at night, we will be providing ant opportunity for an
enterpnise arrangement to be made to respond to people in particular areas
at given times. It will not be a continuation of the regimented service.

10147



We hope it will provide, in conjunction with the union, an opportunity to
provide some buses and to arrange for drivers to respond to needs in
certain areas during the festive season.

Hon B.M. Scott: A very encouraging initiative.
TRANSPERTH - FRIDAY NIGHT SHOPPING, SERVICES INCREASE

1024. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Transport:
The Minister did not answer my question. He referred to the Christmas
period. My question was whether the Minister would ixtcrease"Transperth
services for patrons who have taken advantage of Friday night shopping in
the central business district. I am not referring specifically to Christmas
festivities.

Hon ElJ. CHARLTON replied:
I am sorry I missed the last pant of the question, I thought the member
was referring to the Christmas period. That matter will be resolved by the
new public transport system on which we are currently working. The
provision of services will come as a consequence of the changes to the
Perth city parking policy and bus areas. Those services will nor be
changed on a one-off basis. I will ensure that the member's question
about the change in late night shopping from Thursday to Friday nights
will be taken into account.

EDUCATION - DISABLED STUDENTS, SHLEAN REPORT
1025. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the draft policy for the education of students with disabilities likely to
be altered in light of the recommendations contained in the Shean task
force report?

(2) When will the Minister release this draft policy for the education of
students with disabilities?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
I am a bit confused about the first part of the question. I wonder whether
the member might repeat it because I am not sure to which report and
what instance he is referring.

Hon- JA. Cowdell: The question is with respect to the draft policy for the
education of students with disabilities. I understand that one was being
prepared that had not been released.

Hon N.E. MOORE: By the Minister in response to the Sheant repont?
Hon J.A. Cowdell: I asked whether this policy would be altered by the Shean task

force report and when we will get the' substantive policy in either its
altered or original form.

Hon N.F. MOORE: I appreciate the clarification.
(1)-(2)

The ministry's position in respect of the education of students with
disabilities will be determined by a.collective number of views, including
the Shean report, which is a public document and which is currently being
assessed by the ministry. As I indicated the other day, the ministry has
only just provided me with a first draft of its response to that report. The
ultimate position of the ministry will be determined by its consideration of
all of these factors. I cannot give a time when the ministry's final decision
will be made known; but it will be made public because of the very
considerable interest of people in the ministry's policy in this area.
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GRAIN TRANSPORT - FREIGHT CONTRACTS, RADII RATING
1026. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Transport:

As the transport of grain is now fully deregulated, has the Minister
considered whether the inclusion of the RADII rating in future grain
freight contracts remains appropriate?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
That question is best resolved by the grain freight steering committee and
the industry groups that meet annually to assess grain freight rates. We
are in the last year of the current arrangement. I know there has always
been a great deal of speculation about the policy, and whether users
should be charged on a direct line rather than a RADII rating. As I said,
that is one of the main issues that should be addressed by the industry
groups when they meet to formulate the next agreement.

HOSPITALS - KELLERLBERRIN MEMORIAL
A naesthesia, Needs Analysis Survey

1027. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Health:
(1) Can the Minister further advise the House whether there has been any

progress cowards the initiation of a needs analysis survey of the future
requirement for general anaesthesia services at Kellerberrin hospital?

(2) If this survey does proceed, will it be in conjunction with a community
consultative committee?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2)

Measures are being taken to have a community consultative committee,
although I would not say that steps have been taken at this stage. It will
be a needs analysis of the district, not necessarily confined to Kellerberrin.
It would be inappropriate to restrict it to Kellerberrin. That needs analysis
group will involve community representation.

HOSPITALS - KELLERBERRIN MEMORIAL
Needs Analysis of the District

1028. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Health:
(1) Can the Minister be a little clearer about the needs analysis for the

district?
(2) Can the terms of reference for the needs analysis survey include a

reference to the Kellerberrin hospital theatre?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(I)-(2)

It includes every single possible health care need. I do not think it
appropriate to look at one thing in isolation or one hospital in isolation. I
have not received a request at this stage for that; but I have indicated to
the regional director that I have made a response to Hon Murray Qiddle
that I expect it will take place. In any event it seems that, irrespective of
whether the community asks for it, it would be a good idea to do it. As the
member would realise, it needs a commitment to the process from the
community as well. There is not much point doing it unless the members
of the community want it and are prepared to put the time into it and to
work with it, but I imagine they will be.

Hon B.J. Charlton: They will.
Hon PETER FOSS: It will be a general inquiry into all of the health care needs

and into a larger area than just Kellerberrin hospital.
*22412
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT - RESTRUCTURING
1029. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Transport:

I noticed in an answer to a question by Hon Sam Piantadosi that the
Minister referred to the soon to be announced revised public transport
system for the metropolitan area. Could the Minister provide a tentative
date for when the policy will be announced?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
There is nothing new in what I was referring to. I made an announcement
about it earlier. Six months after the Cabinet decision to restructure the
public uransport system within the State - I guess that will be in another
three or four months - we will be able to inform all concerned further
about the form which that restructuring will take. As the member would
be aware, restructuring of the Metropolitan Transport Trust is currently
taking place. As a matter of fact I met with some representatives this
morning and the restructuring is going very positively now.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - WARATAH,
BUNBURY, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES FUNDING

1030. Hon DOUG WENN to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Development:

My question relates to one that I asked yesterday about the funding to
domestic violence services provided by Waratah in Bunbury. The answer
that the Minister gave me yesterday was entirely to do with the Armadale
community development centre. In light of the confusion from that
answer, can the Minister confirm that a date will be made for funding of
Waratah, the Bunbuiy community development services for domestic
violence, before 31 December'?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I have been provided with some information; however, I think it would be
best if I made this information available after question time.
PERTH CITY COUNCIL - SACKI7NQS, LORD MAYOR'S

RECOMMENDATIONS; LIBERAL PARTY MEETING
1031. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Local Government:
(1) Did the Minister attend a Liberal Party meeting recently at which the Lord

Mayor of Perth argued that senior officers of the Perth City Council were
incompetent and should be sacked?

(2) Does the Minister endorse the recommendations of the Lord Mayor?
(3) Is the Minister intending to direct the commissioners to carry out the Lord

Mayor's request?
(4) Did the Minister take the opportunity at the meeting to reject the Lord

Mayor's assertions about the incompetency of senior officers of the Perth
City Council?

(5) Do the senior officers of the Perth City Council have the support of the
Minister for Local Government?

(6) Does the Minister still stand by his statements that no-one will be sacked
as a result of the Perth City Council being divided into four
municipalities?

(7) Is the Minister aware of any other recommendations by the Lord Mayor
that wilt see the dismissal of any of the staff of the Perth City Council?

(8) Is the Minister aware of any evidence to support the Lord Mayor's
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statement given to a gathering of senior Liberal Party members that senior
officers of the council had deliberately withheld documents and
information from him during his term as the Lord Mayor of Perth?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following reply -

(1)-(4) The Minister recently attended a State Executive meeting of the
Liberal Party, but as the meeting was a private one, he has no
intention of commenting on any matters discussed at the meeting.

(5) All staff employed by the Perth City Council are engaged by the
council, not the Minister.

(6) The restructuring of the City of Perth will be implemented by the
commissioners under all relevant legislation. The Minister has
given assurances to Perth City Council staff and their unions that
conditions protecting transferred staff under the Local Government
Act will apply.

(7)-(8) The member should seek this information from the Lord Mayor of
the City of Perth.

WEST AUSTRALIAN OPERA COMPANY - BOARD RESIGNATION
1032. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Did the Minister tell journalists this week that he intended to ask the board
of the WA Opera Company to resign?

(2) Did the Minister communicate this wish to the board?
(3) To whom did the Minister communicate this intention first - the

journalists or the board of the Opera Company?
(4) Is the Minister contemplating withholding funding in order to dislodge the

board?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(l)-(4) 1 did speak to journalists. I indicated, not in so many terms, that I

intended to ask the board to resign. I did speak to members of the board.
I did indicate in similar terms that I might ask them to resign, but I did not
ask them to do so.

Hon Tonm Stephens: To whom did you speak first?
Hon PETER FOSS: I spoke to the journalists first. I am not intending to

withhold funding provided I can be satisfied that the artistic direction and
management of the Opera Company is under control. From my
discussions with members of the board it appears that both of those things
are under control. The board appears now to have a new chairman. It
appears to be making arrangements for a new manager and that it will be
able to have a proper artistic direction through the very competent current
artistic director.

MINING INDUSTRY - FATALITIES
1033. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Mines:

Can the Minister provide information on the fatality rate per thousand
employees in the mining industry for each year since 1978?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The answer has been set out in table form and rather than delay the time of
the House I seek leave to table the answer.

Leave granted. [See paper No 1062.]
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT, BUDGET
ALLOCATION

1034. Hon E.J. CHARLTON (Minister for Transport):
I seek leave to table a correction to question on notice 1021 dated 21 October
1993 and answered on 17 November 1993. on page 7213 of Hansard,
17 November. fle answer referred to information that had been sought on
question on notice 956.
Leave granted. [See paper No 1063.]


